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The Mysterious 


Meaning of Easter by Norman R. De Puy 


There is a part about Easter that we don’t understand. 
It is significant that in the twenty-fourth chapter of Luke 
the women, the first to arrive at the grave, were puz- 
zled. Indeed, when Peter was summoned, he too went 
home to ponder these strange events at an empty grave. 
There is nothing wrong with being puzzled; it is essential 
for a rich faith. Faith is for those things “unseen,” cer- 
tainly for those we “see through a glass darkly.” 

But we must be certain that our puzzlements are 
about the right things, the important things in life. Thus 
it is healthy to be puzzled about Easter, about the resur- 
rection, because it’s at the center of our faith and the 
essence of our religion. If we were clear about resurrec- 
tion, given our human limitations and frail minds, our 
conviction would probably not be adequate to the deep 
mysteries of life and death. This resurrection business is 
a radical puzzle. This is no mere resuscitation, no mere 
flowering of spring or the cyclical blooming of bulbs. 
This is something new and astounding. The sabbath has 
turned into Sunday, the Lord’s day, the resurrection 
day. For our faith, resurrection and life are the chief 
characteristics. The kingdom of God in Christ is a new 
time, a new age. The old things are passed away, and 
all things are made new. All that holds us back is de- 
feated in the new Thing. 

Most of life is puzzling. Ironically, death is probably 
the least puzzling of all, if we are overcome by its 
commonplaceness and inevitability. It’s the thing that 
we fear most and get most anxious over, but love and 
life are far more puzzling. The future, full of life, is 
impossible to understand; it has to do with hope and 
promise and is much akin to the “unseen” we talk of 
when we speak of faith. Nothing is certain or predicta- 
ble—nothing, that is, except more life because of the 
amazing thing that happened to the Son of God that first 
Easter. 

Death is predictable in that it is fixed and inevitable; 
it is definite. In death we are handled, classified, and 
measured by the funeral director, and we are still. Death 
is one of the unchangeable, fixed things in the world. It 
is the opposite of life. 

As human beings, however, in the image of God, we 
have a need for a God who is mystery, who is large 
enough for the unknown future as well as the past, for 


the present as well as for the life to come. Where there 
is mystery, there is life—there is God. 

Part of our sin is that we don't like mystery. We want 
so-called openness; we need to know more, some of us 
more than anybody else. Gossip is rooted in the need 
to know more than somebody else knows and then to 
spread it. That Jesus in his life and teachings was full of 
puzzling material, full of ambiguities, parables, and 
paradoxes, must not be lost on us. He kept people guess- 
ing and off balance; he forced them to realize that they 
were utterly dependent upon God. God was greater 
than they, beyond their understanding, and therefore 
faith was the only possible relationship. Consider again 
some of the things that Jesus said. For instance, he said 
that the prostitutes would go to heaven before the 
clergy. He said that outside appearance did not matter; 
it was far more important to know what was on the 
inside. He said that the weak would be first and the first 
would be reduced to last; that the resurrection of the 
dead and the promises of God were not just for the 
important and the successful people of the world, but 
for everyone. 

There is really only one certainty: crucifixion and the 
resurrection run straight through the center of our lives, 
and cach moment of each day we need to see our lives 
in terms of death and a resurrection that comes out of it 
because we believe in a living God. To know about our 
own absurdity, the fact that we don’t make much sense 
and the world doesn’t make much sense apart from God, 
is the beginning of wisdom and salvation. We come to 
understand and put our trust in God, who does make 
sense but who is beyond us and calls forth our faith and 
trust. 

Monica Furlong, a British writer, said that she is 
attracted to the Christian faith, not by its answers, but 
by its great questions. The certainties are easy to come 
by; for salvation and victory over death we need a great 
and grand mystery. 

That’s what Easter is all about. If we understand it, 
with our frail minds, we probably haven’t grasped by 
faith the breadth and height and depth and the mag- 
nitude of that event. To be puzzled like the women and 
Peter is a good Easter mood. 


Educational Prelude to Lent 


by Richard V. Ziglar 


As our elementary teaching staff looked into the new 
year, the question was asked, “What can we do for Lent 
that would help families to have a meaningful obser- 
vance as they do during Advent?” Someone quickly re- 
sponded, “Let’s have a Shrove Tuesday carnival!” The 
idea sounded exciting, so the brainstorming began. We 
had only one month to do the planning; the Lenten 
observance would soon be upon us. 

Before the evening planning session was over, plans 
were well made for the first annual “Shrove Tuesday 
Carnival.” A pancake supper, carrying out the tradition 
of preparation for Passover, would be prepared for all 
elementary children and their parents and grandparents. 
A touch of the “Mardi Gras spirit” would sound forth 
with a dixieland jazz group providing entertainment. 
The church’s youth clowns would be on hand to greet 
and give out balloons and candy treats. The teaching 
staff would assist with four learning centers designed by 
the minister of education. 

Shrove Tuesday arrived, and so did children and their 
parents for the 6 P.M. supper, prepared by church vol- 
unteers. The center table decorations were tent cards 
with a contemporary line drawing of Jesus and the theme 
of the church’s Lenten observance. Purple place mats 
and napkins helped to set the mood of preparing for 
Lent. 

Learning centers opened at 6:30 P.M. with children 
and parents sharing together for forty-five minutes. Di- 
rections for the four learning centers were as follows: 


Learning Center I: 
Why Do We Celebrate Shrove Tuesday and Lent? 

1. Read the sheet about Shrovetide and Pancake Day 
(copies on table). 

2. Tomorrow Lent begins. We call the first day of 
Lent, Ash Wednesday. Want to know more? Pick up the 
sheet on Lent and read as a family. 

3. Move to another learning center. 


Learning Center 1: Sheet 1 
SHROVETIDE 

“Let's have a good time first!” Have you ever said or 
thought these words to yourself when you faced a time 
of testing, trial, or change? In the old days Lent often 
meant wearing dark, drab clothing, eating meals without 
meat, and banning all good times for the forty days of 
Lent. So it became a custom for people to have a time 
of jolly fun before Lent began. The three or four days 
before Lent, Shrovetide, were a time of carnival and 
revelry, of costume parades and merrymaking, of tricks 
and fun. The Mardi Gras, kept in some of our southern 
cities, is a holdover from the days when many people 
said, “Let’s have a good time, a hilariously funny time, 
a celebration, before Lent begins.” 


PANCAKE DAY 

Shrove Tuesday, the day before Lent begins, is still 
called Pancake Day in some places. On this day the 
special menu is pancakes and sausages, bacon, or other 
scraps of meat served with good things to eat (and so the 
day is called Guddins Day in some places). Frying pan- 
cakes for the family provided a chance to use up leftover 
lard and meat scraps before the fasts of Lent began 
when meat and grease were not used for cooking. For 
hundreds of years Christians have eaten pancakes on 
Shrove Tuesday to remind them of the little flat wheaten 
cakes used by early Christians. “Let's have pancakes for 
supper!” 

Shrove is the past tense of “shrive,” which means to 
confess. It has been observed as a day when people 
confess their sins to one another and ask forgiveness so 
that spirits are cleansed for the beginning of Lent. 

This is why we are having a Shrove Tuesday Pancake 
Carnival—a fun time with music, clowns, and balloons. 
Go find a clown to get a Shrove Tuesday surprise. Then 
return to this learning center to do Sheet 2. 


Learning Center 1: Sheet 2 
FORTY DAYS OF LENT 

The first Lent the church kept lasted forty hours as a 
reminder of the dark hours that the body of Jesus lay in 
the tomb, some say. Then the period of memory was 
extended to the thirty-six days preceding the Easter 
dawn. Finally, in the sixth century, Gregory the Great 
decided that Lent should be a forty-day period (except- 
ing Sundays) of fasting, penitence, and prayer. 

Why forty days? Some say one day of remembrance 
is kept for each hour that Jesus lay in the tomb; some 
say that each day is a reminder of each year that the 
Israelites wandered in the wilderness; some say that the 
forty days commemorate the forty-day fasts of prophets 
like Moses and Elijah; and finally, others say the forty 
days help us to remember the forty days that Jesus spent 
in the wilderness following his baptism, preparing him- 
self spiritually for his own “coming to Easter.” 

The word “Lent” comes from the word “lencten,” 
which meant to lengthen. At this time of the year the 
days begin to lengthen and new life and flowers appear. 

Read Luke 4:1-13, using the Good News Bible. 


ASH WEDNESDAY 

Ash Wednesday begins the forty days of Lent. From 
early Old Testament times on, ashes were used as a sign 
of sorrow, mourning, and penitence. At the beginning 
of Lent the ancient sign of ashes starts a period of 
penitence, prayer, and self-denial. 

The tradition is to take the index finger, dip it in the 
ashes, and then make the sign of the cross in the center 
of one’s forehead. There are ashes on the table for those 
who wish to experience this tradition. 


Learning Center 2: 
What Are the “Special Days” of Lent? 

1. Use the puzzle to identify these special days and 
words associated with Lent: 


Ash Wednesday Bread 

Lent Wine 
Passover Good Friday 
Palm Sunday Easter 
Supper Aisen 


Maundy Thursday 


2. When the puzzle is completed, see a clown to get 
your family a treat for correct answers. 
3. Move to another learning center. 


DAYS OF LENT CROSSWORD 
(For Center 2) 
Across 


The day on which Lent begins is ; 
The name of the forty days and six Sundays before 


Easter is 


8. We call the meal that Jesus and his disciples had on 
the Thursday before Easter the Last 
9. The Jewish feast that Jesus was celebrating with his 
disciples was __ 
10. The day we remember Je sus suffering and death 
on the cross is 
Down 
1. Holy Thursday is also called 
2. The day we celebrate Jesus’ resurrection is 
3. At Communion we eat 
4. The day we celebrate Jesus "riding to Jeruslem on a 


6. 
] 


. On Easter we say, “He is 


donkey is 
At Communion we drink 


8. Crown of thorns 


9. Butterfly 


5. Cup of Wine 


Adin @ross 


Learning Center 3: 
Symbols of Lent 

1. Many symbols (things we see) help us remember 
Lent and the life of Jesus. Using the symbol sheet, 
see how many symbols and meanings you can match 
correctly. 


Learning Center 3: Worksheet 
Match the symbol with its meaning, writing the sym- 
bol number on the line beside the correct meaning. 


____ Symbolizes Christ's body in Communion. 

____. Symbolizes new life, when the shell is cracked and 
the little bird or animal is born. 

____. Signify an important person; these were waved 
when Jesus rode into Jerusalem. 

___ Letters of the first symbol for Christians; Jesus 
Christ, Son of God, Savior. 

___ Three symbols together meaning the Last Supper. 

____ Symbol of Jesus’ death. 

__— Color of Lent that reminds us to pray daily as we 
prepare for Easter. 

—_— Comes from a “dead” cocoon; represents the power 
and beauty of resurrection. 

__— Placed on Jesus’ head to make fun of him for being 

called King of the Jews. 

Represents praying during Lent. 

__— Symbolized Christ’s blood in Communion. 

____ Comes from a bulb and is a symbol of new life. 


2. See a clown to check your answers and receive 
your Shrove Tuesday treat. 

3. Using pipe cleaners, make a symbol to use in your 
home for the Lenten season. 

4. Move to another center. 


7. Cup, wheat, grapes 


6. Bread 
\ 
. } ) 
WN 
SS i] 
NF 2B 
\ = Y 


1. Palm branches 


12. Purple 


Learning Center 4: 
Resources for Ideas for Lent 

An old tradition was to “give up” something for Lent. 
A new tradition is to “take on” something for Lent. 

1. Find a library book to take home for Lenten en- 
richment. (Sign the card and leave it on the table.) 

2. Read “What We Can Do for Lent.” 

3. After reading the above and having a family discus- 
sion, complete this sentence on a 3-by-5-inch card: 
“During Lent, as a family we will ie 
(Complete with a family commitment.) Keep the card to 
take home, and place it where your family will see it 
daily. 

4. Move to another center. 


Learning Center 4: Study Sheet 


WHAT WE CAN DO FOR LENT 

Lent is, first of all, a time to remember Jesus. Coming 
to Easter by way of the “roads” Jesus walked in Galilee 
and by his steps to the cross will make Easter Day glow 
with a meaning we cannot experience in other ways. In 
our families let us practice “holy habits.” 

1. Study and worship together in church. Even 
though the weather may be blustery, let the whole fam- 
ily attend church and Sunday church school regularly 
and together. 

2. Set aside a time each day for family worship. Fol- 
low together from the Scriptures the “road” Jesus walked 
to Easter. Join together in hymns, prayers, stories, and 
readings that tell about Jesus. 

3. Choose to do something special for Lent. In one 
family the seven- and nine-year-old sisters usually set 
the supper table. They were delighted when occasion- 
ally their father brought home a friend, an unexpected 
guest, for supper. During Lent the family decided to set 
an extra place at the table at every meal for their “unseen 
guest.” On the plate of the guest their mother put the 
price of the meal for one person. Often the family talked 
about who their guest might be: a hungry child from 
Hong Kong, the Indian boy from the reservation who 
seldom had milk to drink, the African student at a Congo 
mission school who had little food to eat. 

Another family gives up its usual desserts during Lent 
so that the cost of their “extras” may be used to help 
those who are hungry. The Lenten offerings in our 
church often give us a way to share our plenty with 
those in need. 

Or choose some special act of Christian service— 
something you decide to do as a family to help you 
remember Jesus. Do you have an aged neighbor or 
friend who would appreciate a ride to church? Do you 
know someone who is far away from home who would 
enjoy the friendliness of your family circle? In the fam- 
ily, talk over what each person can do that will help him 


or her to remember Jesus’ life of loving service. 
At 7:15 p.M. the minister of education called everyone 


together for a brief total group sharing and closing wor- 
ship. Lenten calendars, designed and printed by mem- 
bers of the church, were given to each family, with a 
suggested daily Bible reading or calendar activity. 
Families departed at 7:30 P.M., expressing apprecia- 
tion for such an educational event, with tools and re- 


sources that would aid in making the Lenten observance 
meaningful and enriching. 

Now Shrove Tuesday is a very special prelude to Lent 
that helps children and their families add depth to the 
Lenten observance as they share together in the con- 
tinual reminders of our faith story. 


Answers for symbol matching 

Ge Zils Ths NOS 7s Ile Ibs Ge ele De ee Bie 

Answers for Crossword Puzzle 

Across: (5) Ash Wednesday; (7) Lent; (8) Supper; (9) Pass- 
over; (10) Good Friday. 

Down: (1) Maundy Thursday; (2) Easter; (3) bread; 
(4) Palm Sunday; (6) wine; (11) risen. 


“Educational Prelude to Lent” by Richard V. Ziglar, Church Teachers 
Journal, Jan/Feb 1985. Used with permission of Winston Press, a 
division of Harper Collins. 


A Businessman Meets 
the Cross A Monologue _ by Harry Parker 


This monologue can be used in a variety of settings: 
at Sunday morning worship in place of a sermon, 


for an Ash Wednesday service to mark the begin- 
ning of Lent, in other worship settings as a discus- 
sion starter. 


PROPS: A large (six-foot) wooden cross, a bench, a “Bus 
Stop” sign, a magazine, and a briefcase containing a 
dust-covered Bible. 

SCENE: The play takes place at a bus stop. A few feet 
from the bus stop stands a large wooden cross blocking 
the sidewalk. A whistling businessman enters the stage. 
He sees the bus about to pull out and rushes to catch it 
but finds his way blocked by the cross. He fights his way 
around the cross and chases the bus in a futile gesture 
to catch it. Then he speaks. 


Bus driver! Hold it! Hold it, bus driver! Darn, I 
missed it! (Turning to cross.) What is this cross doing 
here? I'd like to know who put this cross in my way. You 
know, this isn’t the first time something like this has 
happened to me. Lately I seem to be bumping into 
crosses every time I turn around. What gives? I'd like 
to know who keeps putting crosses in my way. Whoever 
it is, doesn't he realize that I am a busy man? How am 
I supposed to get anything done if someone puts a cross 
in my way? I am an important man! I have places to get 
to! How am I going to get to the places I want to go with 
a cross in my way? 

As I said, this is not the first time that something like 
this has happened to me. Take last week. I was on my 
way to close that big deal with International Widgets at 
their corporate headquarters. We had been after that 
contract for months—and so had our competition. I 
knew we needed some extra edge to win the contract. 
What we needed was to know what the competition was 
going to bid. Well, I found out what their bid was going 
to be. It took some wheeling and dealing, and I had to 
make a few payoffs, but we got the information and were 
able to underbid them. I admit I am not too proud of 
what I did. But hey! It was either them or us, and this 
time “us” won. Anyway, as I was saying, I was on my 
way to close the deal when the strangest thing hap- 
pened. I was waiting for the elevator in the lobby. When 
the doors opened, what do you think was there? A cross! 
A cross on the elevator! Now who would ever leave a 
cross in a place like that? Well, I got on the elevator and 
pushed the button for the 52nd floor. (Slowly.) And that 
cross and I rode up fifty-two stories together. (Shivers.) 
Whew! It sort of gave me the creeps. 

And something similar happened last Saturday. I had 
promised my wife and kids that I would spend the day 
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with them. With business the way it is, I have been 
rather busy lately. We were going to spend the day at 
the park. But wouldn't you know, on Friday I heard that 
old “J.P.,” the chairman of the board, was looking for 
someone to fill a foursome the next day. I couldn't pass 
up an opportunity like that; so I said I would be happy 
to play. Well, on Saturday morning, when I went to the 
garage to get my golf clubs, what do you think I found? 
Another cross! I had to move it out of the way to get my 
clubs. 

(Sits on the bench and reads the magazine.) I just 
don’t understand it. It’s weird. It’s almost as if someone 
is trying to tell me something. (Pauses and puts down 
magazine.) Trying to tell me something? (Pauses.) Uh- 
oh. (Looks heavenward.) Lord, are you trying to tell me 
something? Are you the one who has been putting these 
crosses in my way? Hey, wait a minute, Lord! Maybe 
you have got the wrong person here. I am already a 
Christian. Remember me? I have been baptized! Don’t 
you keep a record of all that stuff up there? Sure, 'm a 
Christian! And I’m a member in good standing over at 
First uh... First uh. . . oh yeah, First Church. I’m 
an important member, too. Why without me they never 
would have won the bowling trophy last year! And I’m 
not like some Christians. I try to read my Bible every 
day. I think I have my Bible in my briefcase. (Rummages 
around and finds his dusty Bible.) See? Here it is! 
(Blows dust off.) Listen, I have this terrific system of 
Bible study. I let the Holy Spirit guide me to the verses 
to read, and then I try to do what the verses say. Watch, 
it works like this. (Closes his eyes, puts finger in the air, 
and thumbs rapidly through Bible. Lets finger fall on 
verse and reads.) “And Cain rose up and slew his brother 
Abel.” (Repeats procedure.) “Go thou and do likewise.” 
Well, sometimes the system works, and sometimes it 
doesn’t. But the important thing is this. Iam a Christian. 
I am a believer. I accept Jesus as my Savior and all that 
other stuff that goes along with it. And that’s what it 
means to be a Christian, right? So quit bothering me! If 
you have something to say to me, just come on out and 
say it. Quit beating around the bush! And quit putting 
crosses in my way all the time! 

(In disgust he puts his hands into his pockets. In one 
of his pockets is a slip of paper. Slowly he pulls the 
paper out of his pocket.) What's this? A love note from 
the little woman, maybe? (Unfolds and reads.) “Why 
don’t you take a look at Matthew 19:16-21?” (Story of 
the rich young man.) O.K., I'll take a look at it. (Reads 
passage aloud.) Oh, you have got to be kidding! This is 
a joke, right? Sell all my possessions and give them to 
the poor? Are you out of your mind? I worked hard for 
those things. I earned them. I deserve them. I need 
those things, Lord. Doesn’t it say someplace in the 
Bible that you are supposed to rest and relax from your 


work? How am I supposed to relax without my member- 
ship at the club? And I need my boat and my swimming 
pool to relax after a hard day. (Angrily.) Besides what 
difference does it make to you if I have those things? It 
doesn't say anywhere in the Bible that a Christian can't 
be rich and enjoy nice things. So just butt out and leave 
me alone. 

(Returns to reading his magazine. As he is leafing 
through it, another slip of paper falls out to the floor. 
Stares at the slip and slowly picks it up.) 1 don't suppose 
this is my subscription renewal notice, is it? “Please 
turn to Matthew 6:19-24.” (Opens Bible and reads pas- 
sage aloud.) Is that what I have been doing, Lord? Have 
I been trying to serve both you and money? (Pause.) 
No, I haven't been trying to serve both God and money. 
I've been trying to serve money alone! I admit it. I guess 
I need to make some changes, don’t I? But I can’t do it 
by myself. I need some help. I don’t know where to 
begin. You have to help me out here, Lord. (Walks 
around and discovers a note stuck on the bus stop sign.) 

All right! Another note! Here we go now! “Now read 
Mark 8:34-36.” (Reads passage about denying self and 
picking up your cross, speaking slowly.) Oh wow! I 
don’t know about that. That is a pretty tall order, Lord. 
Deny yourself? I don’t mind telling you that this goes 
against everything I have learned out in the business 
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world. Out there it’s every man for himself. It’s dog eat 
dog. Deny yourself and live for others? I don’t know if 
I can handle something like that. Pick up your cross? 
That is even harder. A cross is an instrument of death. 
When you say, “Pick up your cross,” you are really 
asking us to die to ourselves, aren't you? Lord, I don’t 
think I want to do something like that. Lord, I don’t 
think I could do something like that even if I wanted to. 
(Walks over to the cross.) It’s just too hard. It’s just too 
much to ask. (Finds a note on the cross. Picks it up and 
reads.) “Come to me, all you who are weak and bur- 
dened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you 
and learn from me, for Iam gentle and humble in heart, 
and you will find rest for your soul. For my yoke is easy 
and my burden is light.” Your yoke is easy and your 
burden is light? (Looks at the cross.) I don't know, 
Lord. It looks pretty heavy to me. (Slowly lifts it up and 
places it on his shoulder.) Hey, it doesn’t feel all that 
bad. I know it’s there, but I think I can handle it. You 
know, I guess there is more to being a Christian than 
just believing in Christ and accepting his love and for- 
giveness. Being a Christian also means taking up your 
cross and following him. It means trying to live a differ- 
ent way of life. (Looks heavenward.) I think I can make 
it, Lord. With your help I think I'm going to do just 
fine! ! 


Was there a way to encourage Bible reading, prayer, and 
other spiritual disciplines during Lent? 


Take Your Church 
on a Spiritual Adventure 
This Lent sy eau. saitey 


The weeks before Easter are a wonderful time to 
focus on the disciplines of the spiritual life, especially 
with those who do not usually participate in the usual 
Bible studies and Sunday church school classes. As an 
eager young pastor, I was dumbfounded over the any- 
thing but overwhelming responses to study groups. 
Traditional attempts only had disappointing results. It 
was at this point that I asked questions of the diaconate 
at our church: Was there a way to encourage Bible 
reading, prayer, and other spiritual disciplines during 
Lent? How could we do it without gathering busy people 
for extra meetings? Could individual work be combined 
with some kind of measurable accountability? It was 
clear that there needed to be an extraordinary attempt 
at including and inviting people to grow in their Chris- 
tian life, and it needed to be an adventure. 


The Journey of Faith 

The first adventure we attempted was called “The 

Journey of Faith.” This program was designed to change 
behavior through group support. The challenge was to 
take a five-week journey through First and Second 
Peter. Each Wednesday night participants were given a 
printed tour guide for the next seven days. It included 
a Scripture passage and study questions related to the 
passage. In addition, participants recorded the verse 
that spoke to them the most that day. On the back of 
the guide were four tasks: a verse to memorize, a space 
to write a temptation to be overcome, a spot to list an 
act of service or ministry performed that week, and 
prayer. During week one, the challenge was to pray for 
ten minutes, at least once that week. By the final week, 
the goal was a half hour. 

“The Journey of Faith” included simple weekly meet- 
ings where we shared answers and memory verses, ex- 
changed ideas for ministry, and talked about how to use 
the ever-growing prayer time. It was encouraging and 
hard work. Many of us can still quote a memorized verse 
and have prayed differently ever since. 

We were accountable to one another. Accountability 
to other people is important; if our accountability is to 
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God alone, the temptation is to get lazy and rely on 
cheap grace. We faced the reality of discipline, which 
may be why only a few church members took the journey. 


Race for Reading God’s Word 

More people had to be involved, and so we thought 
of another idea, one that did not require attendance at 
a weekly meeting. This activity would work whether 
there were eight or eighty-eight participants. We called 
it “Race for Reading God’s Word.” Before Ash Wednes- 
day, we had team signups. Four team captains were 
entisted, one of whom was a teenager. Individuals could 
sign up on any team, and each week every person re- 
ported to his or her captain the number of pages of the 
Bible read that past week. The captains added up the 
totals, and we announced them weekly during the wor- 
ship service. The first week the Bible Busters were in 
the lead. The next it was the Good News Gang. Partici- 
pants could read from any translation and any size print. 

Now many may consider competition as a motivation 
for Bible reading to be akin to putting dollar bills under 
the seats of a Sunday church school bus. But this “com- 
petition” became a joy. No prizes were awarded. Cheat- 
ers were defeated because personal records were not 
kept. Only the captains knew the individual totals. If a 
team was concerned about being “behind,” a team mem- 
ber could go to the church library and find a Bible with 
larger print and small pages, or he or she could recruit 
more team members. 

Fairness was not the major issue. In actuality, our 
congregation took a tremendous step forward in Bible 
reading that year as some people read through the Gos- 
pels and others the entire New Testament for the first 
time. Each Sunday I was accosted with Bible questions. 
I loved it. We suggested Old Testament and New Testa- 
ment books to read for those facing the complexity of 
the sixty-six books. The “Race for Reading God’s Word” 
was a great success and involved over fifty people. 


Matthew Project 

The following Lent we “brainstormed” again. How 
could we encourage the largest number of people to 
participate in the spiritual disciplines without requiring 
a weeknight meeting? Someone mentioned a weakness 
of the previous year’s project: the “Race” had allowed a 
survey of the Scriptures but little in-depth study. In 
response, the “Matthew Project” was born. 

The Gospel of Matthew was divided into seven sec- 
tions. At the beginning of each week, one could pick up 
a sheet listing several chapters to be read. The majority 
of the sheet contained thirty to forty factual questions 
that could be answered from the text, e.g. “Who bap- 
tized Jesus?” and “What happened to the house built on 
a rock?” Also, we included three or four thought ques- 
tions. Individuals paced themselves throughout the 
week. Then, following Easter, people were invited to 
team up for a “Testing of the Teams,” Trivial Pursuit 
style. The questions asked were taken from those that 
had been studied throughout Lent. It was fun and per- 
sonal. Corresponding sermons further enriched the pro- 
gram. 
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Disciplines Discipleship 

The next Lent we tried to combine the best of what 
we had done in previous years. Teams were formed and 
points were counted, but this year the points were 
earned for each day a person accomplished the disci- 
plines of his or her choice. 

Many felt they did not want to be told what to do 
because they had specific areas of their walk with God 
that needed work. Each person received a chart. At the 
top he or she listed in five columns five different per- 
sonalized disciplines, known only to the individual and 
God. Dates were listed down the left-hand side of the 
chart. To build “accountability,” individuals gave them- 
selves a point for each of the five disciplines successfully 
completed each day. While some eagerly looked at the 
program as a perfect opportunity to work on nagging 
personal habits, others had trouble thinking of anything 
to change. So with the chart came a list of ideas. It 
included everything from early morning prayer and 
reading a Christian book to showing patience and spend- 
ing an hour with one’s family each day. Points were 
reported to team captains and totals kept during the 
week of Lent. 


A Spiritual Renewal Weekend 

Most recently, we decided to try a totally different 
format that had been only talk for years—‘“A Spiritual 
Renewal Weekend.” It was one of the times when the 
Holy Spirit prepared the way. Scores of people were 
involved. The format included a Friday workshop, a 
Saturday men’s breakfast and women’s luncheon, Satur- 
day afternoon prayer and confession groups, a Saturday 
night covered dish supper and concert, and a closing 
Sunday worship. Many lay people were called on to share 
their faith. I preached Friday and Sunday mornings. 

We immediately followed up on the weekend with a 
series of home meetings called “Bible Study for Real 
People.” The idea was developed by Herbert Murray 
while pastoring in Connecticut. More than just Bible 
studies, these home meetings were low-key, short-term, 
discussion-style gatherings that met for the purpose of 
involving people outside the usual Bible study crowd. 

We attempted to line up three homes in three differ- 
ent neighborhoods for a three-week period. A commit- 
tee and I developed a discussion guide and worked on 
recruitment. In one sense, participation was guaranteed 
—each home had a host, a family bringing dessert, a 
Bible discussion leader, and a recruiter, resulting in 
four to eight people to start. The key to home Bible 
study is long-range planning, allowing for plenty of time 
to invite nominal Christian and non-Christian friends. 
Some may come for only one meeting, but their atten- 
dance builds relationships. I have described the ideal. 
For us, we ended up with two homes on two different 
nights. Proper planning is the key. 

As contemporary society changes, the church must 
always be looking for creative ways to introduce Jesus 
Christ to the world, “making disciples of all nations.” 
Certainly these programs are just samples of the ways 
we can challenge God’s people to walk more closely 
with their Lord. Lent can become the most spiritually 
rewarding time-of the year. 


Making a Lenten Banner 


(an idea from Benson, Minnesota) 


Juniors or youth might enjoy making this proj- 


ect to share with the congregation for the Lenten 
and Easter season. 


In the Choristers Guild Letters’ we found this idea for 
a Lenten banner designed around the theme of the 
cross. Individual students were to draw illustrations of 
different forms of the cross on fabric, cut them out, and 
glue them in the shape of a larger cross onto a banner. 
We used the idea during Lent to help students focus on 
the meaning of the cross. Our concept statement for the 
activity was as follows: 

The cross reminds us of the love and forgiveness God 
gives us in Jesus. The cross takes many different forms, 
each of which has a special meaning. 


Objectives: After working on this activity, students 
should be able to: 

e identify the cross as a symbol of God’s love and 
forgiveness; 

e draw one cross used by Christians and explain its 
meaning. 

We went through books on Christian symbolism to 
find many different forms of the cross. We sketched 

‘each form on a 4-by-6-inch card with a typed explanation 
of its origin and special meaning. We used 1% yards of 
36-inch-wide purple burlap. (Fold down 5 inches of the 
banner for casing. Machine stitch 24% inches from the 
top. Fringe the remaining 2% inches as well as 2% 
inches at the bottom of the banner.) 

We provided heavyweight white non-woven interfac- 
ing (from fabric store), pencils, sketch paper, scissors, 
and special fabric crayons (from craft store). We posted 
these directions: 

Jesus died as a result of being nailed on a cross and 
left there until his life was gone. This form of death, 
crucifixion, was saved for the worst criminals. It was a 
shameful way to die, so Jesus’ followers in the first few 
centuries after his death did not use the cross as a 
symbol of their faith. Many of them were dying in the 
same shameful way. Later Christians began to think of 
the cross as a sign of the unselfish life Jesus and his 
followers showed in being faithful to God’s way, even 
when it led to death. The sign of the cross reminded 
them to put away their selfishness and ask God's forgive- 
ness and help in following the way of love. 

1. Choose at least three cards. Look at the crosses. 
Read about each one. 

2. Choose one form. Sketch your drawing first on 
paper; then cut it out and trace around it on fabric. 
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by Mary Keithahn 


Color it with fabric crayons. Cut out the cross, leaving 
a narrow white border if you have used dark colors for 
your design. 

3. Leave your cross in the center. It will be ironed to 
set the colors and then added to the banner. 

When most students had had a chance to illustrate a 
cross for the banner, we ironed the designs to set the 
colors (see directions on the crayon box). We arranged 
and glued the individual crosses on the banner in the 
form of a large Latin cross, outlined with narrow gold 
cord to emphasize its form. We used a dowel stick and 
cord to hang the banner in the church sanctuary for 
Maundy Thursday Communion, Tenebrae, and Easter 
as a gift from the children and as a reminder of God’s 
wonderful, self-giving love. 


Reprinted from Jed Share, Spring 1982. Copyright 1981 by the United 
Church Press. Used by permission. 


"Jane Miller, “Beyond Banners,” Choristers Guild Letters, May 
LOTT 


The Animals’ Point of View 


A Lent/Easter Study _ by Jane M. Grant 


“If you could talk to the animals . . .” went the words 
to a popular song. Well, if you could, what would they 
say about Lent and Easter? They would probably have 
plénty to say, if you note the various biblical references 
to animals. 

And what could be more appealing to children than 
animals? 

In planning sessions for Christian education, a critical 
factor in determining the approach to any particular 
body of content is examining children’s interests. Most 
children find animals fascinating, so the “animal ap- 
proach” meshes their interests with teachers’ aims. 

Another reason for using this format for a study of the 
meaning of Easter and the events surrounding it is that 
a new angle brings a certain freshness that children can 
appreciate. 

Those thoughts were the impetus for a Lenten unit of 
study woven around the animal theme. For three weeks 
prior to Easter, the format was basically the same: an 
“animal” guest told the children a story that would help 
them understand one of the events or concepts related 
to Lent and Holy Week. Our guests included life-size 
papier-maché donkey and sheep, a rooster doorstop, 
and a quilted hen that had been a cover for hot dinner 
rolls! 

Our animals “talked” via prerecorded cassette tapes. A 
person with a flair for drama might be able to add animal 
sounds and inflections to lend a touch of whimsy to the 
taped presentations. 

Stories could be told by animal puppets or by teachers 
dressed as animals. If real animals are available, they 
might play a role, too! 

In our setting each animal’s story was followed by a 
brief discussion and various animal-related activities in 
a learning-center arrangement. This format provided the 
flexibility needed for our mixed age group of children. 

In deciding what sorts of activities to plan for your 
pupils, think of their developmental skills, talents, pref- 
erences and dislikes; think in terms of offering them a 
smorgasbord of things to do. 

Although we used this series on Sundays, it could be 
part of a Lenten weeknight series. Often Lenten studies 
are for adults and do not include a program for children. 


Previews and Preparation 

Near the end of your church school time, a brief 
preview of the unit can be based on the children’s re- 
sponses to the questions “What animals do you think of 
at Eastertime?” Chickens and bunnies are likely to be 
named, so you can surprise them, if you like, with the 
mention of sheep, donkeys, and roosters. Give a brief 
but enticing explanation of the format for the coming 
Sundays, including mention of the animal guests who 
will be visiting. 
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Three Weeks Before Easter 

Animal focus: sheep and lambs 

Biblical themes and stories: Jesus told about some sheep 
and their shepherd (parable—Luke 15:3-7). 


The Sheep’s Story 

“Good morning. It’s nice to be here this chilly morn- 
ing. My, it’s cool for this time of the year, isn’t it? I’m 
certainly glad that I wore my wool coat! Baaaaaaaaa. 

“I wonder how many of you children know about my 
famous ancestors. I'm talking about sheep in Bible 
stories. Raise your hand if you know a Bible story with 
sheep in it.” (At this point tape may be stopped for 
students to name the stories they know.) 

“Do you remember that David took care of sheep? Do 
you remember the story about Abraham and his boy 
Isaac and the sheep in the bush? 

“Well, well, you seem to know quite a few stories 
about sheep in the Bible. We sheep were very important 
to the people of Israel. They made clothing from our 
wooly coats; we supplied them with food. And I hate to 
discuss this, but they even used our skins for a kind of 
paper called parchment. They wrote their holy Scrip- 
tures on parchment and then rolled them up into scrolls. 
I surely am glad that people now use paper for writing 
instead of my skin! Baaa! 

“We sheep are important animals. We're gentle, but 
we do have our problems. Once I was running after my 
friend Frisky. I was just following him without paying 
attention and without thinking. Guess what happened? 
We both ended up in a deep ditch. 

“Fortunately, we sheep have someone who looks after 
us and takes care of us when we get into trouble, espe- 
cially deep trouble, like the ditch that Frisky and I 
were in. That helper is a shepherd. Thank goodness for 
shepherds. 

“Jesus told a story about a shepherd who took good 
care of his sheep. I like to hear that story because it 
reminds me of how much God cares about the world. 

“I wish someone would read it to me now.” (Conclude 
story with someone reading aloud Luke 15:4-6.) 


Learning Center Activities 

1. Demonstration and participation in making a but- 
ter lamb. The directions for making a lamb were distrib- 
uted so that families could make the lambs for Easter 
dinner. 

2. Printing with a Styrofoam tray. Children were 
encouraged to make a simple picture to reflect some- 
thing learned during the morning. Older children added 
words to their pictures. (Be careful: in making prints, 
the words must be written backwards to appear correctly 
when the print is made.) To make a print use the trays 
from supermarket meat. With a pencil, impress the de- 


sign into the tray. Cover the design with tempera paints. 
Press paper onto the tray. The design will appear on the 
paper. 

3. Hatching chickens. An adult set up an incubator 
for chicken eggs with help from the children. 

Three weeks before Easter is an ideal time for this 
activity since the incubation period is twenty-one days! 
Local agricultural extension services and/or farmers in 
your area may be able to help you with the details of 
chick incubation. Eggs must be kept at a uniform tem- 
perature and turned twice daily, so be sure that the 
person who takes on this project is aware of the time 
involved. 

4. Puzzles. Teachers made word-search and cross- 
word puzzles. Older children used their Bibles in order 
to be able to fill in the crossword puzzles. 


Two Weeks Before Easter 

Animal focus: donkey 

Bible story: On Palm Sunday Jesus rode into Jerusalem 
on a donkey (Matthew 21:1-11; Mark 11:1-11; Luke 
19:28-40; John 12:12-19). 


The Donkey’s Story 

“Hee-haw, hee-haw. Good morning. I, a humble don- 
key, am honored to be here with you this morning. I am 
not as noble or as beautiful as a horse. I am just a beast 
used for carrying heavy loads. Poor people ride me 
when they travel because they cannot afford to ride on 
a horse. But the rich, ah, they choose to ride on beautiful 
horses. If they are crossing the hot desert, they choose 
camels, but they never choose lowly donkeys. That’s 
why the story I’m about to tell you is so amazing. It’s 
about the day a special king chose me, a humble donkey, 
for a special ride. 

“Long ago when I was a young colt, I was tied up with 
my mother in a small village near the Mount of Olives. 
The village was near the great holy city of Jerusalem. 
Many Jewish people were crowding into Jerusalem to 
celebrate the festival of the Passover. 

“I noticed that among the many people were two men 
looking at my mother and me. They began to walk 
toward us. As they drew closer, I thought that maybe 
they were going to ride my mother into Jerusalem. She 
was a strong, surefooted donkey. But when the men 
asked to borrow me to ride, I was amazed! I was just a 
young donkey; no one had ever ridden me before. I 
didn't know how to act with a rider on my back. The two 
men told my owner in sure voices, “The Master needs 
the colt.’ My owner let me go off with the men at once. 
My heart was beating wildly. What sort of adventure 
would I have? 

“Very soon we reached a small group of people. A few 
men threw their cloaks on my back and then a man with 
a very kind face got on my back. He was just a poor 

person, a carpenter, I think. He had rough hands and 
plain clothing, but somehow the closer we got to 
Jerusalem, the more I wondered about this man. 

“Now there were many people waving palm branches 
and yelling, ‘Hosanna, hosanna, as if he were some kind 
of king! They spread their clothes in the street and I 
walked right on them. This was how people welcomed 
important people to Jerusalem, people like kings, not 
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people who were poor! 

“Other people were shouting, ‘Praise to God; praise 
be to God.’ These people were treating this man like a 
king, but kings usually rode noble animals, not lowly 
donkeys. I was very puzzled. 

“Later that evening as my mother and I talked about 
our exciting day, she told me that many years ago a 
Jewish prophet wrote down that one day a king would 
ride into Jerusalem on a donkey. This man would be a 
different kind of king, a special one, not a rich, boastful 
king, but a humble one. 

“And now I know why the people were so excited. 
This man Jesus was that very special king, and I was the 
lucky animal who carried him into the crowds of people 
waving palm branches. I will always remember that 
special day!” 


Learning Center Activities 

1. Donkey puppets. Children can use puppets to talk 
about Palm Sunday with other “donkeys.” 

To make a puppet, use a brown lunch-size bag. Glue 
a donkey face onto bag bottom. 

Styrofoam packing chips can be used for teeth. 

2. Palm Sunday panorama. Use a shallow box filled 
with sand and rocks. Let older children make people 
and animals out of pipe cleaners, clothespins, fabric and 
yarn scraps. (This is different from a diorama in that the 
diorama is usually enclosed on all sides except the front.) 
The panorama can be used by both younger and older 
children to retell the story. 

3. Pantomime. While a narrator reads the story, chil- 
dren pantomime the disciples getting the donkey and 
bringing it to Jesus. 


One Week Before Easter 

Animal focus: rooster, hen, and chicks 

Bible story: Peter denied Christ three times before the 
cock crowed (Matthew 26:33-35, 69-75; Mark 14:27- 
81) 


The Rooster’s Story 

“Cock-a-doodle-doo! That's a wonderful sound. It’s 
my welcome to the morning! Sometimes I say cock-a- 
doodle-doo so early that the sun is barely up. It’s my 
way of saying, “This is the day that the Lord has made; 
let us rejoice and be glad!’ But there was one day, a 
Friday morning, that my crowing made a man named 
Peter very sad. Let me tell you why. 

“A Jewish holy man and teacher named Jesus was 
celebrating the Passover with his friends, called disci- 
ples, in a room in Jerusalem. The disciple named Peter 
told Jesus in a very brave voice, ‘Even if the enemies 
make it very dangerous for you, I will always stand by 
your side.’ 

“Well, you can imagine how Peter's feelings were 
hurt when Jesus said, “No you won't, Peter. Before the 
rooster crows tomorrow morning, you will say that you 
don’t even know me! And you'll say it three times!’ 
Peter was deeply hurt by these words. 

“Later that evening Jesus and the disciples went to a 
garden to pray. Roman soldiers arrested Jesus there and 
took him away. Some of the disciples ran away, but 
Peter followed Jesus at a safe distance. 
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(1) Score butter where sticks will 
be pieced together. 
sticks together as shown. (3) Mold 
butter using heat of hands. 
(4) Place molded butter in re- 
frigerator for % hour to reharden. 
(5) Scrape toothpick over head 
and body to give wooly appear- 
ance. (6) Use cloves for eyes and 
tie red ribbon around neck (to 
represent blood). 


How to Make a Butter Lamb for Easter Dinner: 


Dear Parents—Today we talked 
about sheep. The younger chil- 
dren (grades 1-3) examined the 
concept of “The Good Shepherd” 
while the older children looked 
at the concept of “The Lamb of 
God.” This edible lamb may rein- 
force some of our learnings. It is 
a common food on the table of 
the traditional Polish Easter break- 
fast. 


(2) Press 


“When Jesus was taken to the home of the high priest, 
Peter waited outside the gate. A girl at the gate let him 
in. She asked Peter if he knew Jesus, and do you know 
what Peter said? He said, ‘No, I don’t know the man.’ 

“When Peter came into the yard, he found the ser- 
vants standing around a fire. It was chilly, so Peter 
joined them. One of the servants asked him, ‘Aren’t you 
a friend of that man Jesus?’ ‘Oh no,’ said Peter. It was 
very late at night. Soon it would be dawn. Another 
person said to Peter, ‘Didn't I see you out in the garden 
with Jesus?’ Peter raised his voice and said strongly, 
‘No, I don’t know the man.’ 


“It was dawn on a Friday. ‘Cock-a-doodle-doo, cock-a- 
doodle-doo.’ When Peter heard me crow, he remem- 
bered what Jesus had said, and he cried and cried. Peter 
knew he had let his friend down, and he was disap- 
pointed with himself. 

“Later on that same Friday, Peter's friend Jesus was 
killed. Peter and the other disciples hid in a secret 
room, worried, scared, and full of sadness and grief. 
Jesus had said he would come back from death, but 
would he? Some of the disciples doubted it. Now. I'm 
just a rooster, but I wondered about that myself. Come 
back from death? Is that possible? 

“Here comes my wife; let’s see what she thinks.” 

“Cluck, cluck, cluck. . . . Husband, you don’t need to 
worry. Why, God can do anything! 

“Let me show you children what I mean. Come up 
here—whoever is closest to me. Good, good. Now reach 
under my wing. What do you have?” (Child finds a 
white plastic or hard-boiled egg under wing.) “Now tell 
me. Does the egg feel hard or soft? Good, good. Now 
tell me what color it is. 

“Now I want to think about something. This hard, 
white thing that doesn’t move will turn into a fuzzy, 
yellow chick that runs all over the chicken yard. Cluck, 
cluck, cluck. It’s God who makes that happen. God does 
wonderful things. God could raise Jesus back to life! 


And God did!” 


Learning Center Activities 

1. Button making. If you have one of the metal badge 
makers that are sold commercially, you could mass pro- 
duce buttons that state: “God Can Do Anything” or 
“God Raised Jesus.” Young artists could add pictures of 
chickens hatching or some similar motif. 

Children could wear these on the next Sunday (Eas- 
ter) or could even make enough to share with another 
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group in the church. 
2. Decorations. If your church has an Easter morning 
breakfast, perhaps your students could make table deco- 
rations based on the statement “God can do anything,” 
and use today’s animals as the motif. 
a. Simple chicks can be made by gluing together two 
pom-poms (available at craft stores). A tiny square of 
orange felt folded diagonally can serve as a beak. 
Eyes can be punched out of black paper. 
b. Younger children can decorate hard-boiled eggs or 
make designs on paper cut into egg shapes. 
Let the table decorations do double duty: After the 
Easter morning festivities, they can be distributed to 
homebound members by children or adults. 
3. Arranging the events of Holy Week in chronologi- 
cal order. Use pictures from old curriculum to make a 
series of cards depicting the events of Holy Week. If you 
cannot find pictures, you may write out the events on 
separate cards. 
Put the following ten events on separate cards without 
giving the Scripture references. Let children try to ar- 
range them in order before you tell them to refer to 
Matthew 21-28. 
Have answer sheets with Scripture references avail- 
able. 
1. Jesus rides to Jerusalem (Matthew 21:1-11). 
2. Children praise Jesus (Matthew 21:15-16). 
3. Jesus puts buyers and sellers out of the temple 
(Matthew 21:12-13). 

4. Chief priests ask Jesus questions (Matthew 21:23- 
2) 

5. A woman pours perfume on Jesus (Matthew 26:6- 
13). 

6. Judas plans to do evil (Matthew 26:14-16). 

7. Jesus and the disciples eat the Last Supper 
(Matthew 26:26-30). 

8. Peter denies Christ, and the rooster crows (Matthew 
26:74-75). 

9. Jesus dies (Matthew 27:50). 

10. Jesus is raised by God (Matthew 28:5-6). 


Easter Sunday 

If you have a breakfast and there is no regular Sunday 
church school scheduled, children could help set up and 
remove table decorations. 

If you raised baby chicks, perhaps the whole congre- 
gation would enjoy seeing the emergence of new life. 
Gather your animals with the children to listen to the 
Easter Scripture and sing praises to God. 


Activities for Holy Week 


by Elizabeth Wright Gale 


(for use at home or church) 
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1. Color Easter Eggs 
Eggs were frequently the first food eaten on Easter. 
They are the symbol of the new life that emerges through 
the hard shell of the earth, even as the chick breaks 
through its shell. People in many countries see in the 
egg the work of divinity, representing the universe. 

In several countries beautifully decorated eggs are 
given as gifts at Easter. In Greece, a person says, “Christ 
is risen!” and another replies, “He is risen indeed!” 
Then eggs are exchanged. In Germany, many people 
give the following poem with the eggs. 


All good things are three. 

Therefore I present you three Easter eggs: 
Faith and Hope and Love. 

Never lose from your heart 

Faith to the church; hope in God, 

And love Him to thy death. 


Some of the most beautifully decorated eggs are made 
by people who follow an old Ukrainian custom. They 
decorate the eggs with symbols and designs that repre- 
sent the meaning of Easter. 


2. Make Holy Week Candles 

a. Each person or family needs a white candle ten or 
twelve inches high and at least two inches in diame- 
ter. Beginning at the top of the candle, mark off eight 
segments to represent the eight days from Palm Sun- 
day to Easter. 

b. Read the following Scripture passages and select 

symbols for each event. (See suggested symbols 

below). 


Sunday—Triumphal Entry Matthew 21:1-11 
(Palms) 


Monday—In the temple Mark 11:15-18 
(Coins or money bag) 


Tuesday—tTeaching Luke 20, 21 
(Scroll) 


Wednesday—Restful interlude Mark 14:3-9 
(House or ointment jar) 


Thursday—The Last Supper Matthew 26:17-30 
(Chalice) 


Friday—Crucifixion John 18, 19 
(Cross) 


Saturday—In the tomb Matthew 27:57-66 
(Black band) 


Sunday—Resurrection Mark 16:1-8 
(Lily) 


c. Choose a method for making the symbols on the 
candle. You may draw on the candle with a stylus or 
nut pick and then paint the design. You may cut 
symbols from construction paper and glue them on 
the candle. (Rubber bands will hold symbols in place 
until the glue dries.) You may choose to paint the 
symbols with acrylic paints. 

d. Beginning on Palm Sunday, light your candle each 
day and burn it while you read the appropriate Scrip- 
ture passage and then wait until the segment has dis- 
appeared. 


3. Make Easter Place Mats 

Use crayons or markers and construction paper in 
spring colors to draw Easter symbols that have special 
meaning for you. Decorate a place mat for each member 
of your family to use on Easter morning. Choose from 
the following symbols. 


Fish—An early Christian secret symbol of Jesus Christ, 
derived from the first letter of each of the words in 
Greek for “Jesus Christ, Son of God, Savior,” which, 
when put together, spell “fish” in Greek. 

Lily—symbol of the resurrection and emblem of purity. 

Daffodil—the “Lent lily,” a member of the narcissus 
family, of which Mohammed said: “He who has two 
loaves of bread, let him sell one and buy some flowers 
of the narcissus: for bread is food for the body, but 
narcissus is food for the soul.” 

Candles—symbol of Jesus, the Light of the World. 


Butterfly—symbol of the resurrection and eternal life 
because it emerges from a cocoon with a glorified 
body able to soar in the sky. 

Pomegranate—symbol of Easter because of its many 
seeds. It is symbolic of the fertility of the Word and 
the richness of divine grace. 

Phoenix—an imaginary bird resembling an eagle which 
is said to live five hundred years in the Arabian desert. 
It is then consumed by fire but rises again, fresh and 
beautiful, from its own ashes. It is a popular symbol 
of Christ’s resurrection. 

Lamb—a symbol of Jesus Christ of whom John the 
Baptist said “Behold the Lamb of God who takes away 
the sin of the world.” The standing lamb represents 
the Lamb of God as triumphant, risen. 

Spring Flowers, Birds, Baby Animals—all symbols of 
the miracle of new life, which comes in the spring, 
reminders of the living, creating God. 

Cross—the preeminent symbol of redemption and the 
oldest Christian symbol. There are four hundred 
forms of the cross, but all of them represént the per- 
son of Christ, his death for persons, and the call to his 
followers to take up the cross. 

Latin Easter Cross—said to be the form on which our 
Lord was crucified. It has either rays of light shining 
from it as from the rising sun (the cross of glory) or 
Easter lilies surrounding it. 

Calvary Cross—the Latin cross on a base composed of 
three steps which represent, beginning with the 
upper one, Faith, Hope, and Love. 

Cross of Suffering—has each arm ending in a point, 
symbolic of Jesus’ suffering. 

Eastern Orthodox Cross—has a slanted lower bar be- 
cause the Russians believed that Jesus’ legs were of 
unequal length. The top bar stands for the sign placed 
over the head of Christ on the cross. 

Cross Triumphant—a cross on top of a circle represent- 
ing the earth, symbolic of the triumph of Christianity 
in all the world. 


4. Make a “Life of Jesus” Mobile 


a. To remember Jesus’ life as a whole, make a mobile 
with symbols to represent the following events of his 
life. 

Birth—Luke 2:1-20 (star) 

Boyhood—Luke 2:41-52 (hammer) 

Baptism—Luke 3:21-22 (dove) 

Teaching in the synagogue—Luke 4:16-30 (scroll) 

Calling disciples (Simon Peter)—Luke 5:1-11 (boat) 

Teaching about prayer—Matthew 6:5-15 (praying hands) 

The Last Supper—Matthew 26:26-27 (chalice) 

The crucifixion—John 18—19 (cross) 

The resurrection—Mark 16:1-8 (lily) 


b. Read the Scripture passages and decide on appropri- 
ate symbols. (Those listed are just suggestions.) 
Using heavy construction paper or lightweight card 
stock, cut out the chosen symbols. Hang the symbols 
at different lengths from a coat hanger or from two 
hangers tied together at right angles. Hang the 
mobile in your church schoolroom or in some other 
place in the church, or in your home, to help you 
remember the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus, 
the Christ. 


A Walk Through Holy Week 


by Margaret Wright 


Our church planning committee wanted to sponsor an 
all-church intergenerational event that would prepare 
the way for Easter. We decided to have “A Walk 
Through Holy Week”! that would acquaint participants 
with the meaning of Jesus’ ministry and subsequent 
death, by recalling what might have happened to Jesus 
and the disciples during his last days on earth. We 
wanted to involve the whole person with the experi- 
ence—walking, tasting, touching, hearing, seeing, and 
feeling, as well as thinking and learning. We decorated 
different classrooms for the various scenes of Holy 
Week, and participants walked from one room to an- 
other taking part in activities there. The experience of 
walking between rooms heightened the mood and the 
sense of participation. We focused on five events: Palm 
Sunday; a “conflict” scene, perhaps at the temple; 
Maundy Thursday at the Last Supper; Good Friday; and 
Easter dawn. We gathered at 4 P.M. and took part in 
each event for ten to twenty minutes. Then we had a 
light meal of bread, cheese, vegetables, and fruit. 


Palm Sunday. The assembled group was told that 
Jesus would soon be riding this way, and we should 
greet him: “Let’s each make a sign to wear or wave to 
cheer him on!” Even the youngest child was encouraged 
to draw something; slogans varied from “Hurray!” to 
“The King has come” to “Washington welcomes you.” A 
few drew pictures also. When latecomers had finished, 
we divided into two groups: One group hurried upstairs 
to the sanctuary with signs, musical noisemakers and 
palms from the morning’s service, there to wait for Jesus 
and his followers. The second group learned a very 
simple “alleluia” (in one minute), and then they marched 
to the sanctuary by another route. As they entered and 
marched down the aisle, the first group cheered and 
waved signs and palms, and beat tambourines. Even 
though there was no visible Jesus, his reception was 


deafening! 


Conflict Room. Still singing and cheering, we 
marched down the hall. Before we entered the next 
classroom, an usher distributed handbills with “Wanted: 
Jesus’; fingerprints, front/side mug shots (drawings), 
and a short description of his dangerous characteristics 
and friends. On the walls were posters declaring “Down 
with Jesus!” We became a typical Jerusalem crowd. A 
man harangued us, telling us why Jesus was not worthy 
to be followed. We began to see why, during Jesus’ trial 
later in the week, almost everyone would turn against 
him. The speaker brought in biblical evidence—Jesus 
said no divorce, keep the Sabbath holy. He also cited 
modern references, such as “if we follow Jesus, we won't 
be able to watch football on Sunday afternoon!” Though 
humorous, the speech made its point. At the end of the 
discourse, a person with a pitcher of water (Mark 14:13) 
called “those still loyal to Jesus” to follow him to the 
upper room where a Passover meal was being prepared. 
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The Last Supper. In the front of the classroom, a long 
table had been set to seat 13 for a Passover Seder. There 
was a traditional Seder plate in front of Jesus’ place as 
host, 14 glasses (one for Elijah), grape juice, matzos, and 
name tags visible to the viewers. As the participants 
entered, twelve people were chosen at random to be dis- 
ciples. They were given scripts and seated at the table. 
Jesus (an older man in this case), and the narrator (a 
woman) had been given scripts beforehand because their 
roles were more involved. The rest of the people who 
sat facing the table first dusted off one another's shoes, 
a variation of the foot-washing incident (John 13). The 
short drama of the Last Supper” began with Jesus dust- 
ing the disciples’ feet. The narrator gave background 
information, primarily about the Seder; Jesus foretold 
his betrayal; and one disciple left hastily. The narrator 
also read a Maundy Thursday poem that introduced 
the theme of the vine and branches (John 15). Then all 
who were still supporters of Jesus were asked to take a 
paper grape leaf off a side table and attach it to a long 
grapevine trailing along the hallway. They walked 
through this grapevine Garden of Gethsemane to a room 
across the hall. 

Good Friday. At the door each person was handed 
a nail and a mimeographed prayer. We sat down and 
watched a slide/tape presentation of the trial and 
crucifixion. The slides were taken from picture books of 
Jesus designed for adults. The tape, synchronized with 
the slides, had female and male voices narrating the 
events by answering questions posed by a child. Appro- 
priate sound effects like crowd noises, a pounding nail, 
thunder, lightning, and rain were added. After this mov- 
ing presentation, we read the prayer aloud and were 
silent for a moment. While walking down the hall, we 
sang “Were you there when they crucified my Lord?” 

Easter Dawn. We entered a darkened room, filled 
with palm fronds. A dim light simulated predawn and a 
drawing showed a cave with a stone rolled aside. The 
only sounds were birdsongs. A young man told us that 
we had come because we wished to anoint Jesus’ body. 
But there was no body; where had he gone? An offstage 
angel then declared that he was not here, but had gone 
before us to Galilee (Mark 16). We spoke of our feelings 
of wonder, amazement, distrust, confusion, hope. Then 
the minister offered a concluding prayer. 

Results. While we ate our supper, we listented to 
background music from the Weston Priory. Everyone 
had found the whole walk to be effective and moving. 


Reprinted from JED SHARE, Spring 1982, copyright 1981 by United 
Church Press. Used by permission. 


"The walk was adapted from: “It Was Easter in 75 Minutes,” by 
Mercedes lannone, Religion Teachers Journal, February 1976. Used 
by permission. 

*The script was adapted from: “Jerusalem at Passover: A Lenten 
Tour” by Arden W. Mead, Creative Communications, 12510 Conway ° 
Holmes Circle, St. Louis, MO 63141. 


A Palm Sunday Celebration 


by Grace T. Lawrence 


“Tt was indeed ecumenical. At 7 A.M. the proces- 
sion began. A trumpet fanfare called at each of the 
five churches in Lykens, Pennsylvania: Catholic, 
Baptist, Lutheran, Methodist, and Episcopal. 
Members of the churches joined together as we 
wended our way through the town. Processional 
crosses were carried as well as Christian flags, ban- 
ners, and palm branches. Singing as we walked, 
we arrived at the square for a brief worship experi- 
ence. (The minidrama and responsive reading that 
were part of that worship service are shared in this 
article.) The sun broke through the clouds and fog 

. and the Son broke through the hearts of those 
present. Afterward the Baptists returned to the 
church for a breakfast of ham, eggs, and pancakes 
prepared by the men of the congregation. What an 
exciting way to begin Holy Week! 

“Tt was a first for the community, and it was 
received with pleasure. It was decided that it must 
become an annual event.” 
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Palm Sunday, Past and Present 
Characters: 


TEENAGER 1 
TEENAGER 2 
MOTHER 

HER YOUNG SON 
PHARISEE 
JOHN 
JUDAS 
LEADER 
PERSON 1 
PERSON 2 
PERSON 3 


placed in 
the audience 


Costumes: Simple headdresses for MOTHER, YOUNG 


SON, PHARISEE, JOHN, and JUDAS. 


TEENAGER 1: Boy! I can’t believe so many people are 


taking part in something like this in Lykens (insert 
name of your community). I didn’t think this many 
people still felt so religious. It certainly is different. 
I'm kind of used to a regular parade with bands and 
things. It’s nice, but I wonder how it actually was on 
that day so long ago. I wonder if people were excited 
and rejoiced in the streets. 


TEENAGER 2: I don't know. I can hardly believe that 
there was a lot of excitement about a man riding into 
town on a donkey. 

MOTHER: Oh, but there was, for that was no ordinary 
man riding on the donkey. I was there. I not only was 
there on that special day, but I also witnessed a very 
special miracle that he performed. My only child be- 
came very ill, and everyone said he would die. I did 
not know what to do. My husband had died, and if 
my son died, I would have been left all alone. So I 
prayed and prayed that God would guide me and tell 
me what to do for my son. One night in a dream, an 
angel came to me and told me to take my son and 
travel to a nearby city where Jesus would be teaching. 
I did as I was told and found Jesus teaching in the 
center of the city. My heart started to pound when I 
first saw him, but the people would not let me near 
him. They told me to go away, that my sick child did 
not mean anything, that Jesus had more important 
work to do, and to leave him alone. Suddenly Jesus 
spoke my name and asked me to bring my son to him. 
He said that he knew of my prayer requests, knew 
that my faith was strong and that I lived by his teach- 
ings. He then laid his hand upon my son's head and 
spoke softly. It was not long until my son opened his 
eyes and spoke to Jesus, thanking him for making him 
well and answering his mother’s prayers. 

TEENAGER 1 (puzzled): Who are you? What you said 
sounds just like the story in the Bible. Could it have 
actually happened like that? 

YOUNG SON: Yes, it did happen just as my mother has 
said. He has made many miracles happen for many 
people. He is truly the King of kings and Lord of 
lords. 

PHARISEE: Do not be ridiculous. How can this simple 
man riding upon a donkey possibly be a king? He 
does not look strong and mighty. He wears no protec- 
tion or carries no weapons. He does not look like the 
kind of king who sits on a throne and rules people and 
countries. 

JOHN: He has no need of weapons or warriors. His 
words are his weapons. He can conquer the most evil 
with but a few spoken words. God told us that a King 
would be sent riding on a donkey and that he would 
be the King of everyone who will love and obey God. 
This true King of kings can do something that no 
other king can do, and that is to give everyone who 
believes in him the most precious gift of all—everlast- 
ing life. 

JUDAS: I know, John. We are his disciples who believe 
in him and love him very much, but I still believe if 
he is to be the mightiest of kings, that he should act 
more like a king. He should be stronger and louder 
and more forceful to those who do not believe. 

JOHN: Oh, no, brother Judas. This is not the way of the 
Lord. This is not what God has planned for us. The 
meek shall inherit the earth. Our people have waited 
a long time for the kind of king Jesus is. We have 
waited a long time for the Savior that God would 
send. God promised to bless everyone through some- 
one born into their family, and that special person is 
Jesus, God's own Son. We know Jesus feels it is time 
to let the people know that he is the King God prom- 
ised to send. He came to us from a humble beginning, 


and he remained humble throughout his earthly 
years. 

TEENAGER 1: I don't know about you, but this is 
starting to make me feel very strange. Suddenly, 
somehow, this event means so much more to me than 
the simple Bible stories I used to hear in church, 
when I would go to church, that is. Maybe this is 
really how it was. 

TEENAGER 2: Yeah, it must have been awesome to 
have seen Jesus coming into the city of Jerusalem 
riding on that donkey with hundreds of people on the 
streets and in the windows waving branches and 
shouting. They actually saw the Lord! Imagine how 
they must have felt on the day, knowing that God had 
fulfilled the promise to give the people a king. I think 
that I would have waved palm branches and praised 
him saying, “Blessed is he who comes in the name of 
the Lord! Blessed is the kingdom of our father David 
that is coming! Hosanna in the highest!” (Mark 11:9- 
10. 

Ce car 1: You know, I wonder if anybody else 
feels the same way we do after seeing and hearing all 
about that wonderful day long ago. 

(At this point the LEADER, holding a portable micro- 
phone, walks up to three persons planted among the 
persons gathered and has them respond.) 

PERSON 1: I feel the very same way. It was wonderful 
to be a part of the procession. 

PERSON 2: I felt as though I was a part of the very first 
Palm Sunday, welcoming the King into Jerusalem. 
PERSON 3: It is a Palm Sunday that I'll never forget. 
It would be nice if we could all join together every 

year in a joint celebration. 

LEADER: Let us hear the story as it is found in Mark 
11:1-11 in the King James Version of the Bible. “And 
when they came nigh to Jerusalem, unto Bethphage 
and Bethany, at the Mount of Olives, he sendeth 
forth two of his disciples. 

PEOPLE: “And saith unto them, Go your way into the 
village over against you: and as soon as ye be entered 
into it, ye shall find a colt tied, whereon never man 
sat; loose him, and bring him. 

LEADER: “And if any man say unto you, Why do ye 
this? say ye that the Lord hath need of him; and 
straightway he will send him hither. 

PEOPLE: “And they went their way, and found the colt 
tied by the door without in a place where two ways 
met; and they loose him. 

LEADER: “And certain of them that stood there said 
unto them, What do ye, loosing the colt? 

PEOPLE: “And they said unto them even as Jesus had 
commanded: and they let them go. 

LEADER: “And they brought the colt to Jesus, and cast 
their garments on him; and he sat upon him. 

PEOPLE: “And many spread their garments in the way: 
and others cut down branches off the trees, and 
strawed them in the way. 

LEADER: “And they that went before, and they that 
followed, cried, saying, Hosanna; Blessed is he that 
cometh in the name of the Lord: 

PEOPLE: “Blessed be the kingdom of our father David, 
that cometh in the name of the Lord: Hosanna in the 
highest. And Jesus entered into Jerusalem, and into 
the temple.” 


Stations of the Cross 


A Maundy Thursday Service 
by Eric C. Holmstrom 


The downtown churches of Vermillion, South Dakota, 
shared the tradition of a joint service on Maundy Thurs- 
day. Loosely based on the Roman Catholic stations of 
the cross, the service sought to combine a portrayal of 
events of the last days of Jesus’ life with the traditional 
celebration of the Lord’s Supper. 

Scripture readings, quotations from Michel Quoist’s 
Prayers (Kansas City: Sheed and Ward, 1985), congrega- 
tional responses, and appropriate musical selections 
were used to create a sense of movement and drama that 
built as the service progressed and as Jesus journey 
continued. Stylized banners for each of the stations, 
white on black and black on white, had been made by 
members of the three congregations. The pastors, who 
were the primary readers for the service, processed 
from one banner (or station) to the next as the service 
progressed. 

At station seven, “Jesus Is Nailed to the Cross,” be- 
tween the Scripture reading and hymn, the sound of a 
large nail being slowly driven into a thick board rang out 
from the rear of the church. This unexpected contrast to 
the words and music of the rest of the service was 
especially effective in bringing home the reality of Jesus’ 
journey on the way to the cross. 

A traditional celebration of the Lord's Supper con- 
cluded the service, and the congregation was asked to 
leave the sanctuary in silence. 


We have not included the quotations from 
Quoist’s Prayers in what follows. See “Prayers on 


the Way of the Cross,” in Quoist’s Prayers (pages 
149-179 in 1963 ed.), or develop your own readings. 
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Order of Worship 
ORGAN PRELUDE: Settings of “O Sacred Head Now 
Wounded,” by Bach, Buxtehude, Johnson, Kittel, 
Pachelbel 
OPENING HYMN: “’Tis Midnight, and on Olive’s 
Brow 
FIRST STATION: Jesus Is Condemned 
Reading: Prayers, pages 153-154, or your own 
Scripture: Matthew 27:1-2, 11-24, 26 
SECOND STATION: Jesus Is Given the Cross 
Scripture: Mark 15:16-20 
Reading: Prayers, pages 153-154, or your own 
THIRD STATION: The Burden Is Too Great 
Hymn: “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded,” stanza | 
Scripture: Isaiah 53:1-6 
Hymn: “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded,” stanzas 2-3 
Reading: Prayers, page 159, or your own 


FOURTH STATION: Simon Shares the Cross 
Scripture: Psalm 22:9-15 (GNB) (to be read respon- 
sively, with half the congregation reading the regu- 
lar type and the other half reading the bold-face 
type alternating) 


It was you who brought me safely through birth, 
and when I was a baby, you kept me safe. 
I have relied on you since the day I was born, 
and you have always been my God. 
Do not stay away from me! 
Trouble is near, 
and there is no one to help. 
Many enemies surround me like bulls; 
they are all around me, 
like fierce bulls from the land of Bashan. 
They open their mouths like lions, 
roaring and tearing at me. 
My strength is gone, 
gone like water spilled on the ground. 
All my bones are out of joint; 
my heart is like melted wax. 
My throat is as dry as dust, 
and my tongue sticks to the roof of my mouth. 


Scripture: Mark 15:21 
Reading: Prayers, page 160, or your own 
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FIFTH STATION: Jesus Consoles the Weeping Moth- 
ers and Children 

Scripture: Isaiah 40:1-2 (GNB) (to be read in unison) 

“Comfort my people,” says our God. “Comfort them! 

Encourage the people of Jerusalem. 

Tell them they have suffered long enough 

and their sins are now forgiven. 

I have punished them in full for all their sins.” 

Scripture: Luke 23:27-28 

Hymn: “Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne,” stanza 3 
SIXTH STATION: Jesus Is Stripped of His Clothes 

Scripture: John 19:23-24 

Anthem or Hymn: “Go to Dark Gethsemane” 

Reading: Prayers, pages 169-170, or your own 
SEVENTH STATION: Jesus Is Nailed to the Cross 

Scripture: Mark 15:22-26 

Hymn: “Deep Were His Wounds” 

Reading: Prayers, pages 171-172, or your own 
EIGHTH STATION: Jesus Dies on the Cross 

Scripture: Matthew 27:45-50 

Solo or Hymn: “What Wondrous Love Is This?” 

Reading: Prayers, pages 173-175, or your own 
NINTH STATION: Jesus Is Removed from the Cross 

Scripture: Mark 15:42-46 

Hymn: “Near the Cross Her Vigil Keeping” 

Reading: Prayers, pages 176-177, or your own 
TENTH STATION: Jesus Is Placed in the Tomb 

Scripture: John 19:39-42, Mark 15:47 

Hymn: “Were You There When They Crucified My 

Lord?” 

Reading: Prayers, pages 178-179, or your own 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION AND INSTRUCTION 
LORD’S SUPPER 
ORGAN POSTLUDE: “O Lamb of God Most Holy,” by 

Johann Pachelbel 


Day-Old Bread 


A Minidrama for Maundy Thursday © by Harry Farra 


SCENE: A kitchen in an inn. 

COOK: Master, I've got a problem here. No one seems 
to be able to handle it. 

MASTER: Well, what is it this time? Every time I turn 
around, you cooks have a problem for me. 

COOK: It’s the bread. 

MASTER: Bread? You bother me with bread? Bread is 
such a small thing to bother with. What about the 
bread? 

COOK: Well, I know how careful you've been about 
expenses lately. We have a lot of bread left over from 
yesterday. It’s good bread. In fact, yesterday was the 
day that the priests came by in their yearly search for 
leaven. They found none, of course. But before they 
left, they blessed all of this bread. Now there’s bread 
left over. I just can’t throw out blessed bread! 

MASTER: How much is left? 

COOK: Three loaves. Should I just give it to the beg- 
gars? 

MASTER: No. They’d just sell it to someone else since 
it is blessed bread. Maybe we could send it over to 
the priests at the temple and make a few points with 
them. 

COOK: No. It’s not that fresh. The priests wouldn't 
touch it. They wouldn’t want to soil their holy hands. 

MASTER: How fresh is it? 

COOK: As I said, most of it is yesterday's bread. But, 
see, I tried to warm it up again toward evening and 
left it in the oven too long. It got a little burned on 
the edges. 

MASTER: Can we serve it to some of the guests? 

COOK: I wouldn’t think you’d want to. After all, Master, 
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you re known for your fresh breads. That's one of your 
specialties. You know the proverb around town: “To 
eat Jekiovah’s bread is to eat manna.” 

MASTER: Youre right, of course. With money as tight 
as it is, I certainly don’t want to tamper with our 
image. Can you cut up the bread and mix it with 
something else? 

COOK: There’s nothing on the menu for the next three 
days that would need filling out. 

MASTER: Maybe we will just have to throw it out. 

COOK: Not good enough to serve—too good to throw 
out. 

MASTER: Wait. I think I have it. Take all three loaves 
up to that upper room on the second floor, room 
three. Serve it with their meal. 

COOK: You mean you are going to serve it to one of our 
good paying guests? 

MASTER: There’s no problem with this guest. He’s 
some religious fanatic who's on the outs with the 
priests anyway. 

COOK: What’s he up to? 

MASTER: Oh, he’s having some kind of little farewell 
banquet. Just twelve or so of his friends—a bunch of 
fisherman and such. 

COOK: Youre sure that’s what you want to do? 

MASTER: Sure. Besides, a carpenter's son doesn't de- 
serve the best bread. These kinds are used to hustling 
on very little. By the time he says a good old “Give-us- 
this-day-our-daily-bread” over it, it'll taste like today’s 
bread. When you're in my business, you have to cut 
corners whenever you can. Get busy now. Oh, by the 
way, he also asked for a basin and towel. 


The Good Friday 
Expe rience by R. Carl Reynolds 


This is a dramatization of a fictional, but possible, 
gathering of disciples and other followers of Jesus on the 
evening of his crucifixion. The play requires the partici- 
pation of eleven men and two women plus the pastor. 
Parts may be read. Costumes are simple—headbands or 
cloth head coverings and robes or cloths draped over the 
shoulders. 


Characters: 

PASTOR JAMES 1 

PETER NATHANAEL 
SIMON THE ZEALOT THOMAS 

JOHN THADDEUS 
ANDREW JAMES 2 

MATTHEW MARY MAGDALENE 
PHILIP MARY 


Setting: Good Friday evening. The congregation gathers 
in the church sanctuary. They do not know what is 
to take place. Lights are low. The organ is playing 
funeral-type music. The podium area is dark and un- 
adorned. 

The pastor enters about five minutes after the an- 
nounced hour to give the feeling that something is 
amiss and to raise a bit of tension. 


PASTOR: Friends, we who have followed Jesus from 
afar have gathered tonight expecting to join him in 
the second day of the Passover celebration. As I am 
sure all of you know by now, that cannot happen. Our 
teacher was crucified by the Romans this morning. 

We are all shocked and saddened. It was totally 
unexpected. Just last night he ate the Passover meal 
with his disciples, and then he went with them to the 
Garden of Gethsemane to camp overnight. At the 
garden he was arrested by Roman soldiers with the 
aid and instigation of the temple leaders and, I am sad 
to say, with the help of one of his own disciples. He 
was rushed through a quick trial during the night and 


was crucified between two thieves this morning. He 
died about three this afternoon. 

Frankly, I do not know what we are going to do 
now. I do know that the disciples are afraid and have 
gone into hiding. I know where that hiding place is. 
Because we can no longer ask the man of Galilee what 
to do, let us go ask his disciples. Perhaps they can 
help us. 

We must go quietly and secretly so as not to give 
them away to the leaders of the Sanhedrin or to the 
Romans. Will you quietly follow me, please? 


(The PASTOR then leads those gathered out the back 
door and to another room. In our situation they went to 
the chapel. A smaller church could simply circle the 
building and enter the same area, which in the meantime 
has been set up for the balance of the play. Chairs have 
been removed from the chapel so people will sit on the 
floor. Leave some chairs along the wall for older folks. 
Seated according to the diagram, the disciples and two 
women watch the people entering as though surprised 
by their coming. Except for one stage light the room is 
lighted only by candles. When all are in the chapel and 
seated, the PASTOR speaks.) 


PASTOR: Good people, we too have been followers of 
Jesus of Nazareth, although not, of course, as closely 
as you. However, we too have much reason to mourn 
his passing. Over there is a boy who was healed, and 
there a woman who was cured of leprosy, and here 
two men who were blind but now see. We were 
among the crowd who sang his praises and welcomed 
him into Jerusalem just the other day. Now we are 
like sheep who have lost our shepherd. We have 
come to seek your help. Our lives are shattered. What 
are we to do now? (Pauses as the disciples look at each 
other and hang their heads.) 

PETER (slowly rising): I, for one, am glad you have 
come. We feared we were all alone in our grief. But 
I don’t know how we can help you. We too are shat- 
tered. We have no answers. 


Mary 


Magdalene J 


— 


—— 


Nathanael 
/ 
/ 


SIMON Z (speaking angrily): I do! We can get our PHILIP: Matthew, I don't know why he didn't, but 


swords and wipe out those bloody Sanhedrin leaders. there must be some reason. Maybe he would have 
They ought to die! He did nothing wrong—nothing! done it differently if we hadn't all turned chicken and 
(He jumps to his feet.) With all this help (pointing at run out on him. 
the gathered congregation), we can do it! JAMES: Don’t lay the blame on us. It was Judas’s fault. 
JOHN: Simon, Simon, you are such a zealot. Only last The dirty coward brought them to our camp. We 
night Jesus told Peter to put away his sword. Are you trusted that snake, and he betrayed Jesus and all of 
going to defile his memory by promoting what he us. Im glad he hung himself. He deserved even 
rejected? (SIMON sits and looks angry but resigned. worse. 
PETER also sits.) PETER: I know how you feel, James, but let’s not let 
ANDREW: There is no use in our fighting about it. It ourselves off the hook too easily. We all ran, and I was 
was inevitable. He said it would happen. We just the worst of all. Three times last night I told people 
didn’t believe him. He told us months ago that he I didn't even know Jesus. (Pause.) Jesus had said I 
would die for his friends, and he repeated it at supper would deny him, but I boasted that I had the guts to 
last night. But I didn’t think he meant like this. die with him. No, I’m just as bad as Judas. I feel sorry 
MATTHEW: As far as that goes, it was prophesied way for him. 
back before the Exile in Babylon, but what good does MARY M (putting her hand on PETER’s shoulder): 
that do us now? I thought he was the Messiah, filled Peter, that’s a terrible thing to have to admit. You do 
with power over the world. He cured diseases and have real courage. It takes courage to say what you 
deformities and even death. Why, Lazarus is alive just did. But Jesus told you once to forgive others 
right now because of him. (Pause.) So why couldn't seventy times seven. Would he do any less if he were 
he get down off that cross? still alive and here now? 
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NATHANAEL: Ah yes, Mary Magdalene. You are al- 
ways ready to forgive anything just because Jesus for- 
gave you so much. But let’s not get carried away with 
this. Pretty soon you'll be suggesting we forgive the 
scribes and Pharisees for having him killed. I believe 
in turning the other cheek, but only once. 

THOMAS: Come on, Nat. There's no use getting 
worked up. Jesus is dead and that’s that. It doesn’t 
matter if you forgive them or not. It is done. I'm for 
getting on with life. We thought he was God’s Christ, 
but he wasn’t. He was still a great person, and we are 
better for having known him. Who would like to go 
fishing? 

THADDEUS (timidly): Thomas, I’m sorry if 'm speak- 
ing out of turn, but do you think it’s really all over? 
Didn’t Jesus say something about that if the temple 
were destroyed, he would raise it in three days? Is it 
possible that it’s not all over? 

JAMES 2: You're a dreamer, Thad. He was just speaking 
in figurative terms. All teachers do that to make lesson 
points. Besides, he was talking about the temple. 

MARY: I don't think he was. I think Thaddeus has a 
good point. He isn’t really dead. A part of him will 
live on in each of us. His words were true and truth 
does not die. So, he is here now with us. 

ANDREW: Oh, Mary, you do have a true mother's 
heart. You just don’t want to admit he is gone. I 
helped you lay the body in the tomb. It’s true, some 
of him will live on in us. But really, we had hoped for 
so much more. 

MARY: You're right, Andrew. Maybe when I finish 
doing the burial preparation after this Passover, I'll be 
able to let him go. 

MARY M: Il go too. And I'll ask a couple of others to 
go with us. It won't be easy. We all loved him very 
much. (Buries head in arm, crying.) 

(All are quiet a moment.) 

JAMES 1 (a bit loudly and with a little laugh as if to 
break the tension): Speaking of fishing, I was just 
remembering the time we fished all night and started 
home empty-handed. Jesus yelled to drop the net on 
the other side, and I was so tired I couldn't see 
straight. But we obeyed his command and got so 
many fish that we had to drag the nets to shore. We 
couldn’t even pull them into the boat. Now that’s 
what I call fishing. (Others nod and a few grunt.) 

NAT: Jesus was like that. The first time I ever saw him, 
he told me things about myself that no person could 
have known, but he did. He said I'd see greater things 
than that, and I surely have. 

PHILIP: What do you suppose he really meant about 
faith? Do you remember that time he said, “If you had 
faith as a grain of mustard seed, you could say to this 
sycamine (mulberry) tree, ‘Be rooted up, and be plan- 
ted in the sea,’ and it would obey you” (Luke 17:6)? 
I wish I had a mustard seed’s worth of faith. I'd wish 
Jesus back right now. 

JOHN: I'm just sitting here thinking that all of us are 
remembering ways he was special to us. I had some 
very special experiences with him, too, but the one 
that has filled my mind most was only last night. I 
admit I don't really understand what he did or why. 
But his words “. . . Do this in remembrance of me” 
(Luke 22:19) keep haunting me. 
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THOMAS: Faith means trusting something that you 
don’t understand. I have to admit that’s not an easy 
one for me. But if Jesus says to have faith, I guess I 
can believe. 

MATTHEW: He looked me right in the eye when he 
said, “. . . this is my blood of the covenant. . .” 
(Matthew 26:28). As a lifelong Jew, I surely wouldn't 
drink blood, but covenant means a lot. When I drank 
it, I said to myself, “Yes, master, I covenant with 
you.” I don’t plan to give up a promise like that in one 
day. 

THAD (with enthusiam): Why don’t we do it? 

PETER: Do what? 

THAD: The bread and the wine. 

SIMON Z: We don’t even know what it means. 

JOHN: Do we have to? He said to do it in remembrance 
of him. What better time than now? We have bread 
and we have wine. I agree with Thaddeus. Let's do it. 

ANDREW: But who could take his place and break the 
bread or say the words? 

JAMES 1: It doesn’t matter. He said we could do what 
he did and even greater things. I doubt that greater 
part, but let’s do it together—all at once. 

MARY: How about us? He loved us, too. We can cove- 
nant to serve just as well as you. 

PETER: Sure, join in. We'll all do it together. 

ANDREW: Wait a minute. I once introduced a lad who 
had five loaves and two fish, and Jesus fed over 5,000 
people. Let’s do what he did and serve this whole 
bunch. (He is pointing out at the audience.) 

SIMON Z: But what if some of them are not as dedicated 
as we? 

PETER: Simon, Jesus served me even though he knew 
I would fail him miserably. He even served Judas 
when he knew Judas had already sold him out. Should 
we bar people he loved? 

JOHN (picking up a loaf of bread): Let’s break the 
bread. (All grab loaves together.) Jesus said, “This is 
my body which is given for you. . .” (Luke 22:19). 
(All break bread and then take it around to the audi- 
ence. Show a happy, friendly spirit. Call people by 
name; welcome them, saying things like: “Oh, not just 
a nibble. He gave his whole life for you. Take a big 
piece.” When all have been served, JOHN goes on 
prayerfully.) Lord, your body was killed, so we cove- 
nant to be your new body. We aren't sure how or 
when. But we covenant. Let us eat of it to remember 
him. (All eat.) 

PETER (picking up a cup): Jesus said that the cup was 
the blood of his covenant with us. Let’s share it. (Pass 
out the cups. When all are served, PETER goes on.) 
Lord, we agree to represent you. We don't know 
what that means, but in faith we covenant. (All drink.) 

PASTOR: Tonight was make-believe in the sense that we 
have no biblical record of such a meeting. Surely the 
disciples experienced many feelings during their first 
day without Jesus. We wanted you to experience some 
of those feelings as well. We, like they, will end 
tonight without the joy of resurrection. Let us go 
home and think about how Jesus’ death affects our 
lives. Let us return on Easter morning to a new day. 
Go in peace. Shalom. 


The Community Good Friday 
Service by Thomas G. Bayes, Jr. 


Setting: A large cross (constructed of railroad ties) 
lies against a black partition in the center of the . 
chancel area. A white sheet is draped over the 


cross to symbolize the shroud worn by Jesus. As 
people arrive for the service, they are each handed 
a nail. 


Organ Prelude 
“Chorale on the tune, Come, Sweetest Death” 
Bach-V. Fox 


Call to Worship 

What do we know about a nail? What is your experi- 
ence with nails? A nail is a simple device. It can be 
useful. It can build a home. It can give hope. It can be 
harmful. It can pierce a hand. It can be dehumanizing. 
A nail is made to be hit. It has a head but no mind. A 
human being gives the nail direction. A human being 
determines how the nail should be used. A human being 
gives the nail its drive. 


Hymn 
“Were You There?” (sung by a soloist or the congrega- 
tion) 
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An Affirmation of Faith 


LEADER: Were you there when they crucified our 
Lord? 


PEOPLE: How could we have been there? He was 
crucified centuries ago. All we know are his teachings 
and his love. 


LEADER: Jesus may have been crucified centuries ago, 
but isn’t he here with us today? Didn't he give his life 
so that we may have new life? 


PEOPLE: Yes, he did. We admit that when we are put 
to the test, we betray and deny him. We are ashamed 
of our failures. We are selfish and self-righteous; 
yet, we struggle to live the Christian life. How can 
we be helpful and useful Christians? 


LEADER: We should thank God for the lasting impres- 
sion Jesus left on our lives. Even if all others forsake 
us, we still have a friend in Jesus. As Christians, we 
should be true to God, seeking to fulfill God’s purpose 
in our lives. 


PEOPLE: We shall always remember our Savior and 
be grateful for his love. Greater love has no one than 
this. He gave his life for his friends. 


ALL: But you, God, gave your son! 


The Reading of the Passion! 
The Lesson of the Betrayal 
Matthew 26:1-4, 14-16; Mark 14:43-48, 53 

When Jesus had finished teaching all these things, he 
said to his disciples, “In two days it will be the Passover 
festival, and the Son of Man will be handed over to be 
crucified.” 

Then the chief priests and the elders met together in 
the palace of Caiaphas, the high priest, and made plans 
to arrest Jesus secretly and put him to death. 

Then, one of the twelve disciples—the one named 
Judas Iscariot—went to the chief priests and asked, 
“What will you give me if I betray Jesus to you?” They 
counted out thirty pieces of silver and gave them to him. 
From then on Judas was looking for a good chance to 
betray Jesus. 

Jesus was still speaking when Judas arrived. With him 
was a crowd, armed with swords and clubs and sent by 
the chief priests. The traitor had given the crowd a 
signal: “The man I kiss is the one you want. Arrest him 
and take him away under guard.” 

He went up to Jesus and said, “Teacher,” and kissed 
him. So they arrested Jesus and held him tight. 

(The READER moves in front of the cross and stands 
for a few moments in silence. Then READER throws 
thirty pieces of silver at the cross. Silence follows. The 
following statement of betrayal is then read.) 


Statement of Betrayal 


“Why did he do that?” we ask. Why did Judas betray 
Jesus? But isn’t that something we do every day—be- 
tray God? When we commit a sin, we are betraying 
God. When we forget Jesus and become selfish, we are 
betraying God. 

Jesus forgave Judas as he did all humankind. Be- 
trayal is something we must face. It is part of our reli- 
gion, part of our belief, and part of the burden all 
humankind must carry. 

(The READER then takes a nail and pounds it into 
the left arm of the cross as one verse of “Were You 
There?” is played softly.) 


The Lesson of Denial 
Mark 14:60-64; John 18:25-27 

Then Jesus was taken to the high priest’s house. The 
high priest asked Jesus, “Are you the Messiah?” “I am,” 
answered Jesus. The high priest said, “You heard his 
blasphemy. He should be put to death.” 

Peter stood in the courtyard of the high priest keeping 
himelf warm. So the others said to him, “Aren’t you also 
one of the disciples of that man?” 

But Peter denied it. “No, I am not,” he said. 

One of the high priest’s slaves, a relative of the man 
whose ear Peter had cut off, spoke up. “Didn’t I see you 
with him in the garden?” he asked. 

Again, Peter said, “No’—and at once a rooster 
crowed. 

(After the reading of the lesson of denial, the 
READER takes a nail and hammers it into the right arm 
of the cross). 

' Adapted from the Good News Bible, the Bible in Today’s English 


Version. Copyright © American Bible Society, 1976. Used by 
permission. 


30 


Prayer of Forgiveness (said from the balcony) 


Eternal God, we bow in worship with heavy hearts, 
remembering the awful events of this day. We confess 
the crucifixion: our Lord dying at the hands of people 
like ourselves. Like Peter, we stand at a safe distance. 
Our words of commitment turn into denials. 

We remove ourselves from any responsibility for his 
dying. Open our eyes to truth. O Lord, may we hear 
his words from the cross, “Forgive them.” We pray in 
the name of Jesus, the Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

(The hymn tune “Were You There?” is played softly .) 


The Lesson of the Trial 
Matthew 27:1-2, 11-14, 22-26; John 18:29-31, 33, 36-37; 
19;1-2 


Early in the morning all the chief priests and the 
elders handed Jesus over to Pilate, the Roman governor. 

Jesus stood before the Roman governor, who ques- 
tioned him. “Are you the king of the Jews?” he asked. 

“So you say,” answered Jesus. But he said nothing in 
response to the accusations of the chief priests and 
elders. 

So Pilate said to him, “Don’t you hear all these things 
they accuse you of?” 

But Jesus refused to answer a single word, with the 
result that the governor was greatly surprised. 

So Pilate went outside to them and asked, “What do 
you accuse this man of?” 

Their answer was, “We would not have brought him 
to you if he had not committed a crime.” 

Pilate said to them, “Then you yourselves take him 
and try him according to your own law.” 

They replied, “We are not allowed to put anyone to 
death.” 

Pilate asked Jesus, “Are you the king of the Jews?” 

Jesus answered, “My kingdom does not belong to this 
world... 

So Pilate asked him, “Are you a king, then?” 

Jesus answered, “You say that I ama king... . 

Then Pilate took Jesus and had him whipped. The 
soldiers made a crown out of thorny branches and put it 
on his head. Pilate turned toward the crowd. “What, 
then, shall I do with Jesus?” 

“Crucify him!” they all answered. 

When Pilate saw that it was no use to go on, but that 
a riot might break out, he took some water, washed his 
hands in front of the crowd, and said, “I am not respon- 
sible for the death of this man! This is your doing!” 

Then Pilate set Barabbas free for them; and after he 
had Jesus whipped, he handed him over to be crucified. 


» 


Pilate (a soliloquy) 


Well, what would you have done? 
Have you ever faced a mob? 

Have you ever tried to maintain order 
In this damned disorderly world? 
Have you never sacrificed a principle 
Or a person to maintain peace? 

Do you think it easy 

To rule a province or a country? 

Try it sometime. 

Try to please all the people. 


Try to do what is right. 
You'll soon lose your ideals. 
You speak glibly of justice, 
Condemn official ineptitude, 
Extol abstract principles, 
Decry moral turpitude— 
You who have to be dragged 
Off to the polls to vote, 

You bask in your smug insolence 
And talk politics. 

You would never run 

For public office. 

When did you ever even 
Write your congressman? 


Don’t talk to me 

About the sins of officialdom. 
When the showdown comes, 
Youll never back me up. 
You ll hide in the shadows, 
Lurk in the crowd. 

When it’s all over, 

Youll yell bloody murder. 

I know your kind! 


When youl stand up for what you believe in, 
When you'll defend the defenseless 

And open your mouth for the poor and needy— 
Your own Bible tells you that!— 

When youl risk your skin 

For the truth you proclaim so loudly, 

Then [ll listen. 

When private morals match public expectation, 
Perhaps “justice” will not have a hollow ring. 

I want to hear truth in the marketplace, 

Not just from pulpits and college lecture halls. 


You have your own little world of tyranny. 

You re not so just! Ask your own children— 

Or employees—if they dare answer. 

What do you care about the truth? 

Would you care to have your decisions reviewed? 


How would you stand up under the glare of publicity? 


Ill take Jesus before you any day. 

Now, there’s a man! 

He never flinched. 

He said he was a king from another world. 
If so, he’s a better king 

Than we'll ever find in this one. 

He bore his cross 

Like every man rolled into one. 

God, I wish 

I could live and die like that. 


They say he will come back, 
That he'll be judge of everyone 
Who lives and dies. 

I hope he does. 

I'll get a better brand 

Of justice from him 

Than he got from me, 

Or I'll ever get from you.! 


‘Reprinted from THE SECOND SEASON by Wayne Saffen, 
copyright © 1973 Fortress Press. Used by permission of Augsburg 


Fortress. 
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(After the dramatic characterization, PILATE goes to 
the pulpit and dips his hands in a bowl of water. Then 
he hammers a nail at the head of the cross.) 

(Verse 2 of “Were You There?” is sung softly.) 


Presentation of Our Offering and Gifts 
Gloria Patri 

Prayer of Dedication 

Offertory 


“Eternal Peace” (from St. Matthew Passion) Bach 


The Reading of the Passion (continued) 
The Lesson of the Crucifixion 
John 19:16-18; Luke 23:34, 46; Matthew 27:45-46 

Then Pilate handed Jesus over to them to be crucified. 
So they took charge of Jesus. He went out, carrying his 
cross, and came to “The Place of the Skull,” called “Gol- 
gotha.” There they crucified him; and they also crucified 
two other men, one on each side, with Jesus between 
them. 

Jesus said, “Forgive them, Father! They don’t know 
what they are doing.” 

At noon the whole country was covered with darkness, 
which lasted for three hours. At about three o'clock, 
Jesus cried out with a loud shout, “My God, my God, 
why did you abandon me?” 

Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Father! Into your 
hands I commend my spirit!” And then he died. 

(The song “Alone” is sung by the soloist. During the 
singing of the song, a person walks up the aisle with a 
crown of thorns and pauses at the top of the chancel 
steps and then walks to the cross and places it on the 
nail at the head of the cross.) 


Statement for Crucifixion 


The cross is the religious symbol of pain and suffer- 
ing. It is a burden that all Christians must carry. It is 
not a happy, joyous symbol; he died to save all human- 
kind and to forgive them of their sins. When we commit 
a sin, we are driving one more nail into the cross. The 
cross is our reminder of the true greatness of Jesus. It 
is our symbol of hope because Jesus was willing to give 
his life on the cross. It isn’t beautiful, for it reminds us 
of pain and sacrifice. It is, however, the everlasting 
symbol of God’s love for humankind. On the cross God’s 
only Son, Jesus, gave his life so that we might live. 


Anthem 


“No Great Love” Ringwaldt 


The Meditation “Were You There?” 

Were you there? That’s an odd question to ask a 
person living in the twentieth century. But I believe we 
were there the day Jesus died, for on that day Jesus took 
upon himself the burdens of all humankind. By sacrific- 
ing his life, our sins were forgiven. How could a man 
who died two thousand years ago save us now? Because 
we still sin. We today commit the same sins for which 
Jesus died. We betray Jesus as Judas did. We deny him 


as Peter did. We wash our hands of him as Pilate did. 
By committing these same sins, we are driving nails into 
Jesus, just as the Roman soldiers did. We are just as 
guilty as the people who crucified Jesus. 

Like Judas, we betray Jesus. Sure, it’s easy for us to 
say, I would never take thirty pieces of silver over the 
Son of God.” But in all honesty, we betray for much 
less. Don't we betray other people? We betray others 
in our relationships—by misleading friends, gossiping 
about neighbors, and being dishonest about our feelings 
in marriages and families. We build our self-esteem at 
the expense of others. We belittle other people in order 
to achieve a feeling of security and superiority. We give 
up moral standards for personal gain. Money often domi- 
nates our lives, preventing us from making the best 
moral decisions. We have seen elected officials be- 
tray public trust. And how many of us are completely 
honest on our income taxes? It’s become acceptable to 
cheat. In fact, the IRS expects it. It’s easy to forego our 
values for personal gain. We betray our families and 
other people. Isn't this betraying Jesus also? Every time 
we betray another person, we are betraying Jesus, just 


as Judas did. 


(PAUSE) 

Peter denied Jesus three times. We ask, “How could 
he do such a thing?” Yet we continue to deny Jesus all 
the time. All week long we go about living our lives with 
our own concerns, forgetting to make God and Christ an 
everyday part of our lives. At times we come to Sunday 
worship to satisfy our conscience rather than to seek 
God's will. We don't openly practice our Christian val- 
ues. Seldom do we make a decision, saying, “because 
my faith tells me I should.” Not only do we deny our 
faith, but our families as well, saying, “I’m too tired,” “I 
have work to do,” or “I’ve already made plans.” We 
deny rights to certain individuals and groups of people. 
We stand by and allow one-third of the world to starve. 
We forsake people who need us. Even in church we 
avoid people and situations that may be awkward for us. 
It’s time consuming to visit shut-ins, we feel uncomfort- 
able when we visit the chronically ill, and we tend to 
avoid people with physical and emotional differences. 
Yet Jesus cared about the lepers and the outcasts; he 
touched the untouchables. Shouldn’t we do the same? 
We cannot neglect such people. If we deny them, aren't 
we in turn denying Jesus? We do deny Jesus, and we've 
done it more than three times. 

Pilate had the power to convict or release Jesus. Yet 
he washed his hands of the entire matter. At times we 
are like Pilate, conforming to society, unwilling to go 
against the crowd, and afraid to make our own decisions. 
Too often we wash our hands of the responsibility for 
our decisions and situations. Why do we dislike Pilate? 
Is it because we see so much of ourselves in him? We 
all say, “What can I do? I'm only one person.” Yet 
Martin Luther King, Jr., was only one person. John F. 
Kennedy was only one person. Rabbi Swarzinski was 
only one person. Anwar Sadat was only one person. 
They were afraid of public reprisal, but they had a 
greater fear—a fear of losing their heartfelt convictions 
and commitments. Some were willing to forego a com- 
fortable life. Others were willing to sacrifice their lives 
for a belief or principle. Would we? How many of us 
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ever stand up for a belief or cause, much less die for it? 
Have you ever written your senator concerning issues of 
the environment, nuclear disarmament, or world peace? 
How many of you voted in the last election? Were you 
concerned enough to make a responsible decision about 
the candidates? Did you attend their forums or read 
their pamphlets? It’s much easier to do nothing—just go 
along with everyone, not causing a commotion. We all 
compromise our ideals. We really don't like making 
decisions that affect other people. How many times have 
we heard, “Go ask your father,” or “Well, what does 
your husband think (or your boss or your friend)?” We 
shrink from responsibility. Like Pilate, we have wet 
hands—from constantly washing them of the decisions 
and situations for which we should be responsible. 


(PAUSE) 

The sins haven’t changed, only the people. Even 
though we know much more, we fail to change. Yes, we 
still sin. We still commit the same sins as those in Jesus’ 
day. And each time we sin we are, in essence, pounding 
a nail into Jesus. 

Take the nail that was handed to you at the door. 

Hold it. 

Squeeze it gently. 

Now tighter. 

Imagine the pain Jesus went through for us. 

This nail and the cross are symbols of suffering and 
pain. Oh, we've tried to make the cross into something 
beautiful. It’s on necklaces, carved in trees, engraved in 
furniture and woodwork. The cross may have become an 
ornament for some, but we can never forget its true 
meaning. Jesus died on it. His dried blood will always 
remain on it. The cross is a symbol of his death, the 
burden he carried. We can never forget the pain Jesus 
went through for us. 


(PAUSE) 

Good Friday is a gathering to mourn the death of 
God’s Son. It is not a day of happiness; Good Friday is 
a day of sorrow, a day to realize and try to comprehend 
what it all means. Jesus died for us—all of mankind— 
then and now. Too often we allow Good Friday to be 
overshadowed by Easter Sunday. It has prevented us 
from seeing and remembering the suffering of today. 
For without Good Friday, there would be no Easter: 
within the pain of Good Friday came the hope of Easter. 
Through the terrible pain and suffering of Jesus, we find 
the assurance of God’s forgiveness, the hope of our salva- 
tion, for God gave his only Son to die an agonizing and 
anguishing death. And if God was with Jesus then, in 
the midst of all his pain, then we surely can count on 
God's presence with us now. 


The Benediction 

(The last verse of “Were You There?” is sung softly. 
The participants in the service walk slowly to the cross, 
forming a semicircle around it. They kneel in a prayerful 
manner. Then one of them goes to the cross and very 
tenderly and lovingly lifts the sheet (as if the body of 
Christ) and turns toward the congregation, stops, and 
then walks down the aisle. All of the others follow one 
by one with heads bowed as the song “Were You There?” 
continues. This concludes the service.) 
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The Three Nails 


A Lenten Drama by Ethel F. Brown 
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Setting: A blacksmith shop on the road to Jerusalem. 


Staging: The staging may be elaborate, with equipped 
workbench and tools around, or simple, for a chancel 
presentation with the bare suggestion of properties. 


Characters: 
AMOS, a blacksmith 
NAOMI, his wife 
JOEL, their twelve-year-old son 
ROMAN SOLDIER 


Opening Scene: Amos is at a workbench, putting nails 
into a sack. 


AMOS (calls): Joel! Come here, please. 

JOEL (speaking as he enters): Yes, Father. (Goes to 
workbench.) 

AMOS (passing sack): Will you please take these nails 
to Nahum at the carpenter shop? 

(NAOMI has entered during this conversation; stands 
listening.) 

JOEL: Yes, Father. I love to go there and watch him 
work. (Slings sack over shoulder and moves toward 
door.) 

NAOMI: Do be careful, son. There are such crowds in 
the city today. The streets swarm with Roman sol- 
diers. 

JOEL: I will be careful, Mother. 

(As JOEL exits, Naomi moves about restlessly.) 

NAOMI: If you don’t mind, Amos, I think I shall stay 
here with you for a while. I have such a strange 
feeling of uneasiness today. 
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AMOS: Do stay. I share your feeling. (Turns toward 
bench.) But I must get the forge fire going and begin 
to hammer out a new supply of nails. There is a great 
deal of building going on, and I must have nails for 
the shoeing of the horses. 

(NAOMI wanders over to the bench; picks up a large 
spike; examines it very thoughtfully.) 

NAOMI: What are these three, Amos? 

(AMOS puts down armload of wood he has started to 
carry toward the door for the forge fire. Comes to the 
bench; picks up a spike and looks at it appraisingly .) 

AMOS: Nahum, the carpenter, has been engaged to 
build a great palace and has asked me to make some 
samples of long and heavy spikes to be used in its 
construction. (Picks them up.) I have made these 
three to see if they are what he has in mind. 

NAOMI (laying hands caressingly on his arm): You do 
such beautiful work, Amos. Your craftsmanship is per- 
fect. But these! There is something about-them that 
makes me shudder. 

AMOS (pats her shoulder): You are too sensitive, 
Naomi. These are going to be driven into heavy 
wooden beams—not people. 

NAOMI (covers face with hands): Oh, Amos, Please do 
not jest. 

(Tramping is heard outside. A ROMAN SOLDIER 
appears in the doorway, then marches toward 
AMOS.) 

SOLDIER (gruffly): You are Amos, the blacksmith? You 
make nails? 

AMOS: Yes, I do. 

SOLDIER: My captain has sent me for such. 


AMOS (shaking his head): I am sorry. I have just sent 
the last of my supply to the carpenter shop. I was just 
about to go out and fire the forge to hammer out more. 

SOLDIER (impatiently): Well, I can’t wait. (Sneers.) A 
nailmaker without nails. A likely story! 

AMOS: But a true one. 

SOLDIER (imperiously makes his way to the bench; 
picks up a spike): “No nails,” he says. (Holds up spike.) 
What are these? 

AMOS (moving quickly to bench): Oh, those are special! 
I couldn't let you have them . . . and anyway, there 
are only three. 

SOLDIER: Ha! “Special,” are they? We'll see how spe- 
cial they are. And three is exactly the number we 
need for our purpose. (Scoops them up.) 

AMOS (moves to restrain him): Please, do not take 
them. I can’t let you. 

SOLDIER: You can't, huh? Out of my way. (Pushes 
AMOS forcibly aaside. NAOMI puts hand to mouth 
and moves toward them. SOLDIER holds up spikes.) 
These are for Rome, and what Rome wants, it takes. 
“Special,” he says. We'll make them special. (Laughs.) 
You'll see! They may make you famous. (Exits, laugh- 
ing loudly.) 

(AMOS stands as though rooted to the spot; NAOMI 
goes to him.) 

NAOMI: Amos, are you hurt? I was so frightened. 

AMOS (shakes head sadly): No, not physically. But 
Rome has ways of hurting . . . hurting you deeply 
inside. The Romans would trample us underfoot but 
(bangs fist into his hand) someday . . . someday. . . . 

NAOMI (nods head): Yes, someday. . . . I thought last 
sabbath when Jesus rode into Jerusalem and all the 
people were shouting, “Hosanna!” that surely he must 
be the long-promised “Deliverer.” 

AMOS: Those were my thoughts, too. No man has ever 
spoken like him or has been able to do the things that 
he has done. But now, I don’t know. I just don’t know. 

NAOMI: J was startled this morning at the well when I 
heard the awful tales of what happened last night. 

AMOS (turns to face her quickly): Tales? What tales? 

NAOMI: How Jesus was arrested in the garden and is 
being tried before Pilate. 

AMOS (shocked): Tried before Pilate? Why? What evil 
has he done? (Pounds bench with bare fist.) 

NAOMI: He has not done evil, only good. Do you 
remember how excited Joel was when he came home 
that day and told us about how Jesus had taken his 
lunch—five little loaves and two fish—had blessed it 
and when he gave it to the people there was enough 
for everyone? 

AMOS: Indeed, I do remember. I remember his mira- 
cles of healing, his loving understanding of people, 
his helpfulness and compassion. He has taught us how 
to live with each other and how to love one another 
and to love God. (Paces.) What can they find in him 
to condemn? 

NAOMI (wanders to the door, looks out, jumps back 
surprised): Come, Amos. Look! (AMOS rushes to 
her.) The sky grows dark. There will be a storm. Joel 
has been gone a long time. He should be back by 
now. My heart is full of fear. 

AMOS (comfortingly): He will be all right. Do you not 
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remember that Jesus said, “Be not anxious’? Have 
faith in God, Naomi. 

(A flash of lightning is seen; they jump back. Heavy 
thunder rumbles in the background. As darkness 
deepens, stage lights go down gradually. AMOS and 
NAOMI move from doorway.) 

NAOMI (shivering): Oh, Amos, I am afraid. It is as dark 
as midnight, and it is only noon. I do fear for our son. 
(Covers her face with her hands. AMOS goes back to 
the door; stands looking out. Lightning and thunder 
continue .) 

AMOS (startled, cries out): Naomi, Naomi! Come! (She 
goes quickly.) Look. In that flash of lightning, I could 
see something on the hill. (Another flash.) See! There 
ites: 

NAOMI: I see! I see! It looked like a. . . was it a cross? 
You don’t suppose. . . . (Anguished.) Oh, no! It 
couldn't be... . 

(Pushing them aside, JOEL rushes through the door- 
way, breathless and sobbing, to the center of the 
shop. NAOMI goes to him.) 

Oh, Joel, you’re safe! But why are you crying? 

JOEL (sobbing): Th-they-they’ve k-k-kill-killed him 
(chokes) and I love him. 

AMOS (goes to JOEL, puts hands on his shoulders, and 
looks into his face): Son! What is it you are saying? 
Tell us, Joel, whom have they killed? 

JOEL (choking): J-Je-Jesus. They crucified him. 

NAOMI (weeping): Oh, no! Not Jesus! 

AMOS: Are you certain, son? 

JOEL: Oh, yes, Father. I cut across the hill from the 
carpenter shop, and I s-saw.. . . (bursts out crying). 
I saw them driving the spikes into his hands and feet. 
(Sobs.) 

AMOS (with a heartrending cry): Spikes? Spikes! 
(Clutches his breast; raises eyes to heaven.) Oh, my 
God! O God, forgive me. They needed only three, he 
said. (Goes to bench; pounds it with fists.) Had I 
known why they wanted them, I would have fought 
with my life. Why didn’t I ask? (During this last 
speech he has moved slowly to center stage.) Nahum 
wanted them strong and sharp. Sharp! O God! They 
drove them into his hands and feet. (Moans; head in 
hands.) 

NAOMI (comfortingly): Amos, do not blame yourself so 
bitterly. You didn’t know. You made something good 
with which to build. You did not make an evil thing, 
but evil men have taken the good and used it to carry 
out their evil designs. (Standing, lost in thought.) Has 
it not been forever that way, that evil men turn good 
to evil? 

AMOS: I know, Naomi, but Jesus is dead! They used 
my nails . . . nails I fashioned with these hands (looks 
at hands) to kill him. (Groans; falls to knees.) God in 
heaven, forgive me. (JOEL comes and stands by 
AMOS in center; NAOMI rests hand on AMOS’s 
shoulder or arm.) 

NAOMI: In truth, yours were the metal spikes that 
pierced his hands, but I (hands on her breast) and all 
humanity are guilty of fashioning nails that pierce his 
heart day after day. (Raises arms in prayer.) God, 
forgives us all. (AMOS bows head; JOEL looks up- 
ward.) 


Resurrection Tree 


An Easter Sunrise Service — by Mary Nelson Keithahn 


The Easter Sunrise Service is important to the youth 
of our church as a time when they lead the congregation 
in worship. The minister preaches a sermon, but the 
junior choir and youth hand bell choir provide special 
Easter music, and youth read the liturgy and serve as 
ushers and candle lighters. 

Each year we look for new ways to tell the familiar 
story of Jesus’ resurrection and its meaning for us today. 
We have used play readings, cantatas, dramatic mono- 
logues, and choral readings. This past year, we built our 
service around the familiar Easter egg tree. We called 


Reprinted from JED SHARE, Spring 1982, Copyright 1982 by United 
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it our Resurrection Tree. We used a large, bare tree 
branch set upright in a Christmas tree stand in the 
chancel. Wire hooks were fastened in place on the tree, 
ready to receive the large papier-maché Easter eggs. 
Each egg had a resurrection symbol on one side, and on 
the other, a bunch of grapes and a word for one of the 
“fruits of the Spirit” mentioned in Galatians 5:22-23. As 
the egg was described, it was held up so the congrega- 
tion could see the resurrection symbol and then hung in 
place on the tree. During the last anthem and the joyful 
ringing of hand bells, the eggs were turned so the “fruits 
of the Spirit” were visible to the congregation. 

The papier-maché eggs were made at a youth fellow- 
ship meeting. Large oval decorator balloons were blown 
up somewhat larger than a football. Strips of torn news- 


paper were dipped into a mixture of dry wallpaper paste 
and water and applied to the balloons, criss-crossing and 
overlapping for added strength. After five or six layers 
of this papier maché, a layer of commercial paper towel- 
ling was added to create a smooth finish. The balloons 
were propped on empty coffee cans to dry. After several 
days when the outside layer of papier-maché was dry 
enough to hold its shape, we popped the balloons and 
removed them to let the eggs dry from the inside. 

Some of the youth volunteered to decorate the eggs 
later in the week, using flat latex paint left over from 
other church projects. First they painted the eggs in 
solid colors. While the eggs were drying, they sketched 
symbols on paper, using designs found in books on 
Christian symbolism from the church library. Then they 
painted these symbols on the eggs, adding accents with 
broad-tipped marking pens. They used black paint for 
lettering the “fruits of the Spirit” on the balloons. When 
the paint was dry, the students used heavy wire to make 
holes on each side at the top of the eggs. They were 
careful to position the holes so that the eggs could be 
hung with either the resurrection symbols or the “fruits 
of the Spirit” facing the congregation. They used floral 
wire to make loops for hanging—large enough to fit 
easily over the hooks on the tree, but small enough so 
the eggs did not spin when put in place. 

The young people made three extra eggs to be sure 
they would have enough for the tree. Sometimes eggs 
will crack and break or will collapse if the balloon loses 
air before the papier-maché is dry. The extra eggs were 
not needed, so the young people decorated them with 
flowers and the words “Christ is risen!” Then they sus- 
pended them from the ceiling in the narthex as a mobile 
to greet worshipers on Easter morning. 

Only one rehearsal was needed for the service. The 
choirs and speakers stood to the left of the sanctuary so 
they did not take attention away from the Resurrection 
Tree in the chancel. Bearers brought the eggs down the 
center aisle from the back of the sanctuary. 


Order of Service 


Prelude: “Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring” by Bach (with 
hand bells) 
Prologue 

VOICE 1: Behold, there stands a tree. Once it was 
full of life. Green leaves and blossoms adorned its 
branches, and deep roots anchored it in the soil. Now 
the tree is barren, bereft of its finery, cut off from its 
roots—dead. It is fit only for timber, or firewood, or 
perhaps for a cross—dead wood for a dead man. How 
appropriate! How final! Weep for the trees, and weep 
for the man crucified on it. Weep for all good things, 
and all good people whose end must come. Weep for 
that which was and cannot be again. 

SOLO: “Were You There?” stanza 1 

THIEF: I was there, hanging on a cross next to him. 
There was a second thief on the other side. I pitied 
Jesus. It wasn’t just the pain of being crucified. It was 
the way people stood around to mock him. They taunted 
him about his claim to be the Messiah, God’s Promised 
One. The other thief shouted that if he were the Mes- 
siah, he should save himself and us. I told the man to 
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be quiet. We were getting what we deserved, but Jesus 
had done no wrong. I believed he was the one God had 
sent to be king. I asked him to remember me in his 
kingdom. 

JOHN: I, John, was there, I could not leave his 
mother alone to watch her son die. I don’t know where 
the rest of the Twelve were. Judas, of course, was dead 
by his own hand. Peter, strong, loyal Peter, had been 
overcome with fear for his own life and had fled. The 
others? Who knows? When I heard Jesus praying that 
God would forgive those who had brought him to this 
end, I hoped that prayer included us who had aban- 
doned him. 

CENTURION: I was the Roman officer in charge of 
the soldiers who crucified him. I ordered the dead wood 
put in place so that the three might die. It was nasty 
business, and I hated it, but it was my job. It was three 
o clock in the afternoon when Jesus finally died, and yet 
the sky was black as midnight! The earth shook as Jesus 
cried out to his God a last prayer. I knew in my heart 
then that this man had been falsely accused. The Son of 
God did not deserve such a fate. 

SOLO: “Were You There?” stanza 2 

MARY, MOTHER OF JAMES AND JOSEPH: We 
were there, women of Galilee who had followed Jesus 
and supported him and his disciples in their ministry of 
love. We stood by him in his suffering, and when he was 
as lifeless as the tree on which he hung, we took his 
body down and prepared it for the grave. 

SALOME: A man named Joseph of Arimathea had 
arranged for Jesus to be buried in a tomb he owned. We 
helped him wrap the body in white cloths, and place it 
in the tomb. Then we rolled a stone in front of the 
opening. It was Friday, and the Sabbath was about to 
begin. We had to wait until Sunday to anoint the body 
with spices and perfumes, as was our custom. 

MARY MAGDALENE: Then we went home and 
wept. Our Master was dead, and so was our dream of 
life in God’s kingdom. 

VOICE 1: Behold, there stands a tree. Once it was 
full of life. Now it is dead—dead as:the man who hung 
upon it. Weep for the tree, and weep for the man who 
died there. Weep for all good things and all good people 
whose end must come. Weep for that which was and 
cannot be again. 

VOICE 2: But you're wrong! Death is not the end of 
life. It is the beginning—the beginning of new life with 
God. Jesus was as dead as the dead wood on which he 
hung; yet God raised him to a new and wonderful life! 
God's love has the power to change death into life, old 
into new, evil into good, selfishness into self-giving, 
unforgiving hate into forgiving love. 

SOLO: “Were You There?” stanza 3 

SALOME: We were the first to discover that our 
Master's body was gone. We feared it had been stolen, 
and we ran to tell the disciples about it. 

MARY: Peter and John came to investigate. They 
found the tomb empty. All that remained were the white 
linen cloths we had wrapped around the body. 

MARY MAGDALENE: The others left, but I stayed 
at the tomb weeping. Then I looked up and saw two 
strangers, dressed in white, inside the tomb. They asked 
why I was crying, and I told them it was because my 


Lord’s body had been taken away, and I did not know 
where to find him. A voice behind me repeated the 
question. I turned; and thinking he must be the gar- 
dener, I asked the man if he knew where Jesus’ body 
had been taken. Then he spoke my name, “Mary.” Sud- 
denly I knew it was Jesus who stood before me—Jesus, 
alive, yet somehow different! I ran to tell the disciples 
the good news. 

CLEOPAS: I am Cleopas, not one of the Twelve, but 
still a faithful follower of Jesus. That same day, a friend 
and I were walking along the road to Emmaus, a village 
about seven miles from Jerusalem. With sorrow we 
talked about our Master’s death. A stranger joined us 
and asked us why we were so sad. Surprised that he had 
not heard about the recent crucifixion, we told him 
abou Jesus. To our amazement, he began to use the 
Scriptures to explain how Jesus’ suffering and death 
were part of God’s plan for the Messiah. We wanted to 
hear more, so we invited the stranger to stay with us. 
Then when he blessed the bread and broke it at supper, 
we knew the stranger was Jesus—alive, and yet differ- 
ent! He disappeared as suddenly as he had come. We 
returned immediately to Jerusalem to tell the disciples 
the news that Jesus had risen from the dead. 

THOMAS: It was late Sunday evening when Cleopas 
arrived in Jerusalem where the disciples were gathered. 
The doors were quickly bolted behind him for fear of 
the Jewish authorities. While he was telling his story, 
Jesus appeared out of nowhere. At first the disciples 
thought he was a ghost, but they touched him, and he 
ate with them. They were overjoyed to know that he 
was alive again. Jesus was gone when I came. I could not 
believe that anyone, even Jesus, could be raised from 
the dead. But a week later Jesus came again, and I 
myself felt the wounds in his body. Then I believed. It 
was true! God had given Jesus new life! Great is the 
power of God’s love! 

VOICE 2: Behold, there stands a tree, old, and ugly, 
and dead—barren of fruit, like the lives of Jesus’ follow- 
ers without their Master. See it transformed into some- 
thing beautiful and new, a Resurrection Tree, decorated 
with signs of the power of God's love to overcome death 
—the death of the spirit a well as the body—and to give 
new life to all who believe. 

(Symbol-bearers, one at a time, bring eggs down the 
center aisle to the chancel, hold them up for the congre- 
gation to see while the symbolism is explained, and then 
hang them on the tree. They exit down the center aisle .) 

VOICE 1: The egg is a symbol of the resurrection 
because it contains new life that will soon break out of 
its shell into the world, just as Jesus left his earthly tomb 
for new life with God. (Green egg decorated with broken 
eggshell and chick) 

VOICE 2: The stone is rolled away and the tomb is 
empty. Death could not keep God’s power of love from 
bursting forth in new life. (Yellow egg decorated with 
empty tomb) 

VOICE 1: The rising sun recalls that at dawn on the 
first day of the week the women went to the tomb and 
found that Christ had risen from the dead. (Blue egg 
decorated with rising sun) 

VOICE 2: The cross is empty, and the body that 
suffered is gone. For he is risen by the power of God's 
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love. (Purple egg decorated with empty cross) 

VOICE 1: Jesus, God’s own dear lamb sacrificed for 
us, stands victorious over death, given new life through 
the resurrection. (Gold egg decorated with standing 
lamb and resurrection banner) 

VOICE 2: Jesus’ disciples knew their Risen Lord 
when he called their names and blessed and broke bread 
with them. (Orange egg decorated with broken loaf of 
bread) 

VOICE 1: Doubts clouded the faith of some of the 
disciples, but once they knew that Jesus lived, joy 
radiated from them like the brightness of the sun. (Pink 
egg decorated with sun emerging from clouds) 

VOICE 2: Just as the fragrant lily grows from a dull, 
brown bulb in the soil, so Jesus found new life as the 
Risen Christ. (Green egg decorated with Easter lily) 

VOICE 1: His resurrection gives us hope, as it gave 
hope to the disciples. Though others may consider us as 
lowly as the worm, though we may wrap ourselves in 
cocoons of selfishness and death, to all who believe in 
the power of love, God promises new life as beautiful 
and free as the butterfly. (Pale blue egg decorated with 
caterpillar, cocoon, and butterfly) 

VOICE 1: Behold, a Resurrection Tree, 

Proclaiming there for all to see, 
God's gift of love to you and me. 
Christ, who hung upon that tree, 
Lives among us, ever free. 

VOICE 2: Therefore, rejoice, give happy voice 
To songs and hymns of praise. 

Sing loud and long the triumph song: 
“Death does not end our days.” 

God gives us hope; we now can cope 
With all that is to be, 

Because we know God loves us so 
From the Resurrection Tree. 


Hymn: “The Strife Is O’er” 

Sermon: “Stones Rolled Away” 

Anthem: “Walk Softly in Springtime” by Lovelace 
Offertory 

Hymn: “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today” 


Anthem: “The Chime of Easter Time” by Burke (with 
bells) 

(During the free-ringing at the end of the anthem, 
symbol-bearers turn eggs on Resurrection Tree, so that 
the “fruits of the Spirit” are visible.) 
Epilogue 

VOICE 1: The Resurrection Tree is our Tree. We are 
its branches, drawing strength from Christ who is its 
trunk, feeding upon his Risen Spirit that is rooted in 
God's love. 

VOICE 2: Jesus said, “Every tree is known by the 
fruit it bears.” May Christ’s Risen Spirit nourish our 
love and produce in us such fruits as love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, humility, and 
self-control. 

VOICES 1 AND 2: By our thoughts and deeds, may 
it be known that we are the Resurrection People, filled 
with the spirit of God’s love. Amen. 


Postlude 
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A Breakfast Ceremony 
for Easter DiiblizabethiWrieht Gale 


An important church tradition came into being when 
a group of young people were studying Christian sym- 
bolism during Lent. They had so thoroughly enjoyed 
the research and making symbols that they were eager 
to share their learnings with a larger group. This led to 
planning an Easter breakfast, following the sunrise serv- 
ice which had been a part of the Easter celebration for 
many years. 

An invitation was extended to the church membership 
to attend the special breakfast. The youth block-printed 
appropriate symbols on the napkins. They set up their 
soap sculptures and drawings of the symbols on the 
tables and were prepared to talk informally about the 
meanings of these during the meal. They helped to 
choose the symbols they thought would be most appro- 
priate, and helped to prepare the order of service— 
Seder (Jewish service and ceremonial dinner held on 
the first evening of Passover). They selected those who 
were to take part and arranged to get the special proper- 
ties required. 

Because our Christian festival of Easter in a sense 
began with Passover, aid was requested of Jewish 
friends. They were most helpful in loaning a copy of the 
Haggadah (the home service for observance of Passover) 
and the special platter on which are placed the Seder 
symbols. These were arranged on the head table. Can- 
dles were lighted and the symbols on the platter were 
explained during the meal. This helped all those present 
to understand the background of the Easter service. 

Because this breakfast service was a highlight of the 
church year, it was repeated, with some changes, the 
following year. Now it is considered an important tradi- 
tion in our church. Perhaps some day we may mail the 
service to the members of our congregation with the 
suggestion that it be used, as the Hebrew Seder is, in 
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the home. We feel that it is important to find more ways 

to help parents make our Christian holy days meaningful 

in the family. 
The following properties are needed for the Easter 
breakfast as celebrated in our church: 

1. Two candles in front of the mother, who will light 
them. 

2. Fruit juice (preferably grape) at each place. 

3. A basket of colored eggs on the table and eggs to eat. 

4. Fresh greens (parsley or bits of lettuce) on a plate 
with a small dish of salty water in the center. 

5. Bread baked in the shape of a lamb. (Molds are 
available in many housewares departments. ) 

6. Copies of parts for the leader, the four children, the 
mother, the father, the parent(s). Undesignated parts 
may be taken by one leader or by several different 
persons selected in advance. 

7. An order of the service at each place. Use only the 
headings of each section except those which are to be 
read or sung by everyone. 


The Service 


Introduction and Interpretation: The Jewish Passover is 


the festival which celebrates the Exodus of the He- 
brews from Egypt and their deliverance from slavery. 
The early Christians continued to observe the Jewish 
festivals but gave them new meaning. In a sense, 
therefore, the Passover was the beginning of the 
Christian Easter. The risen Christ became the Paschal 
Lamb, the festival changed to one commemorating — 
the deliverance from sin and death by his death and 
resurrection. As the Israelites were commanded to 
relate to their children the story of the Exodus and to 


explain the meaning of the symbols connected with 
the celebration, so we Christians seek to find effective 
ways to pass on to our children the symbols and mean- 
ing of our faith. (If you have the platter of Seder 
symbols, these may be explained now. The roasted 
shank-bone of a lamb is an emblem of the Paschal 
Lamb. The haroseth (mixture of apples, nuts, cinna- 
mon) represent the clay with which the Iraelites made 
bricks. Radish and horseradish are reminders of the 
bitter days in Egypt. The greens are reminders of 
spring and are used as a token of gratitude to God for 
the products of the earth. The egg is the symbol of 
hope and resurrection.) 

The First Question (by a child): Why is this day different 
from all other days? 

The Answer and the Lighting of the Easter Candles (by 
a mother): This day is different from all other days 
because it is the day we remember that death did not 
end the life of Jesus Christ. It is the day to rejoice in 
the miracle of Easter—that Christ brought life and 
immortality to each of us. As a symbol of the joy 
that Easter brings into the Christian’s life and home, 
I light the Easter candles. (Lights the two candles.) 
“Praised art Thou, O Lord our God, King of the uni- 
verse, who hast kept us alive and sustained us and 
brought us to this holy season.”! Blessed be Thou, 
who through the life, death and resurrection of Thy 
Son, Jesus Christ, hast given us abundant and eternal 
life. “May our home(s) be consecrated, O God, by the 
light of Thy countenance, shining upon us in blessing 
and bringing us peace.” ! 

The Response (in unison): Amen. 

The Prayer (by a father): With song and Scripture, and 
with the symbols of our faith, let us praise and thank 
God for all our blessings—for life, health, and 
strength; for home, love, and friends; for the disci- 
pline of our trials and temptations; for the happiness 
of our success and prosperity. In love Thou hast given 
us, O Lord our God, this solemn day of joy and 
gladness, and hast made us sharers in the blessings of 
Easter. Amen.” (Holds glass of juice up in one hand.) 

The festive juice cup let us raise, 

Together let us, let us sing 

With hearts o’erflowing, let us praise 

Our God, our heavenly King.” 
Let us drink this juice in gratitude to God for all the 
products of the earth that sustain and nourish our 
bodies. (All drink juice.) 


The Response (in unison): “Praised art Thou, O Lord 
Our God, Ruler of the world, who hast created the 
fruit of the tree.”! 

The Doxology (sung by all). 

The Second Question (by a child): Why do we have 
greens dipped in salt water? 

The Answer (by a parent): The greens remind us of the 
springtime, the season of Easter, and of the miracle 
of creation and growth. The salt water into which they 
are to be dipped is in remembrance of the sadness of 
Good Friday and of the tears which were shed when 
our Lord was crucified. (Pass greens and salt water to 
all. Each person takes a bit of the greens, dips it in 
the salt water and eats it.) 
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Third Question (by a child holding up one of the colored 
eggs): Why do we have eggs on Easter? 

The Answer (by a parent holding a platter of eggs to be 
served as part of the meal): Eggs were once thought 
to be the first food eaten on Easter. The early Chris- 
tians placed an egg in the church on Easter eve with 
the figure of Christ. The egg is also a symbol of ger- 
minating life and resurrection. Will you please join 
me in an ancient prayer? 

A Prayer (in unison): “Bless, O Lord, this Thy creation 
of eggs, that it may become a wholesome sustenance 
to Thy faithful servants, eating it in thankfulness to 
Thee, on account of the resurrection of our Lord.”? 
Amen. 

The Answer (continued): In some countries eggs are 
exchanged as gifts at Easter. One person says, “Christ 
is risen’ as he presents the gift and the recipient 
replies, “He is risen indeed!” As I pass these eggs to 
you, I too proclaim, “Christ is risen!” 

The Response (in unison): “He is risen indeed!” 

The Fourth Question (by a child): Why do we have 
special bread in the shape of a lamb at Easter? 

The Answer (by a parent): Ever since John the Baptist 
referred to Jesus Christ as the “Lamb of God, who 
takes away the sin of the world,”* the lamb has been 
one of the favorite symbols of Jesus Christ. The sac- 
rificing of the Paschal Lamb was part of the ceremony 
of the Hebrew Passover. It is not strange that the 
writer of the Gospel of John thought of Jesus as the 
Lamb of God who offered himself as a sacrifice for 
humankind. (Take the plate with the bread on it in one 
hand.) As we each break off a piece of this bread and 
eat it, let us remember the words of our Lord when 
he said, “I am the bread of life; he who comes to me 
shall not hunger.” (Pass the bread.) 

The Response (sung by all): “Just as 1 Am, Without One 
Plea,” stanza 1; or the first stanza, without the refrain, 
of “My Life, My Love, I Give to Thee.” 

Food and Fellowship: (The meal is continued until all 
are finished.) 

Blessing After the Meal: The festive meal is completed. 
We have eaten of foods that have spoken to us of 
the miracle of God’s redeeming love shown to us in 
the life, death and resurrection of his Son, our Savior.” 
Let us praise God of whose bounty we have partaken 
and through whose goodness we live. 

Response (in unison): Praised art Thou, O Lord, Our 
God, King of the universe, who sustainest the world 
with goodness, with grace and with infinite mercy.’ 

The Benediction: “May the God of peace who brought 
again from the dead our Lord Jesus . . . by the blood 
of the eternal covenant, equip you with everything 
good that you may do his will, working in you that 
which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ; to 
whom be glory for ever and ever.” Amen.° 


'Erom the UNION HAGGADAH (Central Conference of 
American Rabbis). Used by permission. 

?Adapted from the UNION HAGGADAH. 

3Pope Paul V, as quoted by the Rev. Carl Hausen in an Easter 
bulletin of the Connecticut Council of Churches. 

4John 1:29. 

>John 6:35. 

©Hebrews 13:20-21. 
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The notices all said, “Easter Bash.” Bash? At Easter? 
At church? 

The regular Sunday church school activities were set 
aside, and members of all ages gathered (at the church) 
on Easter morning for the unexplained “bash.” The 
morning started with coffee, juice, hot chocolate, and 
assorted coffee cakes. 

Everyone then moved to tables set up at the other 
end of the fellowship hall. There was a sign on each 
table telling what was happening at that location. 
Everyone was free to go from activity to activity at their 
own speed and choosing. 

Children had been forewarned to bring two hard- 
boiled eggs. At one table, chairs and marking pens were 
ready for them to decorate their eggs. A few members 
of the church brought extra eggs for those children who 
forgot their own. 

At another table, a member of the church demon- 
strated Ukrainian egg decorating. She had a display of 
completed eggs, books, and a poster explaining some of 
the color and design symbolism used on the eggs. 

A Scripture quiz about people and events of the Eas- 
ter story was offered at another table. There was a ver- 
sion of the test for children and a more difficult one for 
teenagers and adults. Members of the adult Sunday 
church school class were on hand to check papers and 
commend the correct answers. 

Making Easter mobiles was another activity. A leader 
gathered books and pictures of Easter symbols such as 
butterfly, lily, peacock, lamb of God, and different kinds 
of crosses to stimulate interest. Scrap paper and pencils 
for drawing the symbols, construction paper of different 
colors and scissors for making the symbols, and wire 
coat hangers and strong thread for hanging the symbols 
were laid out on the table. The leader shared informa- 
tion about the meaning of the various symbols as the 
people worked. Some persons were more interested in 
learning about the symbols than in making a mobile. 
Others made mobiles to use at home. 

The Sunday church school committee had been saving 
eggshells for a long time. These were used at the table 
marked “cascarones.” Each person was encouraged to 
make at least one cascarone (see directions in box). 


Easter Bash by Pat Hall 
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When people asked what they were for, they were told 
to wait and see—that something was planned for them 
later. Could this have something to do with “bash”? 
Hush! 


Cascarones 

Cascarones are confetti-filled eggshells. They 
are a spring tradition in Mexico and the southwest- 
ern United States. In Spanish “cascarén” means 
eggshell and “cascar” is to crack or burst. 

The materials needed are: 

raw eggs 

confetti 

bowls and spoons for confetti 
scraps of colored tissue paper 
scissors and glue 

To make cascarones, gently tap the pointed end 
of an egg until small cracks appear. Remove pieces 
of shell until there is an opening about the size of 
a quarter. Pour out the contents, rinse the shell, 
and let it dry. The contents can be used for cook- 
ing. We prepared all the shells ahead of time and 
did the filling during the Easter Bash. 

To fill the shells, spoon confetti into the dry 
shell until it is about half full. Cut a piece of tissue 
paper big enough to cover the hole and glue the 
paper over the hole. The shell can be decorated 
with marker pens, but we omitted this step since 
we already had an egg-decorating activity. 

The last step—spread confetti and Easter wishes 
by carefully “bashing” a friend! 


Forty-five minutes were allowed for all the activities 
to be completed. Everyone was then called together in 
the center of the fellowship hall, and the cascarones 
were distributed. The “bash” was finally explained. At 
the count of three everyone “bashed” a neighbor on the 
head or shoulders with a cascarone and shouted, “Happy 


Easter!” Confetti, eggshells, and smiles were every- 
where! 


Sherlock Holmes and 


The Case of the Empty 


Tomb 


A Playlet for the Easter Season _ by Harry Farra 


Characters: Sherlock Holmes and Dr. Watson 

Place: 221-B Baker Street 

Time: The present, near Easter 

Opening Situation: Watson enters the living room, find- 
ing it in terrible disarray. 


WATSON: Good heavens! Holmes has been robbed! 
Who would have ever thought that someone would 
rob London's only unofficial consulting detective? I 
must contact the authorities. 

HOLMES (entering from the back bedroom and 
frightening Watson with his voice): Watson! Hello! 
WATSON: Gracious me, Holmes. You scared the day- 

lights out of me. 

HOLMES: Sorry, Watson. 

WATSON: Never mind me. How awful for you. 

HOLMES: What? 

WATSON: That you were robbed! 

HOLMES: When? 

WATSON: Just now. Look at your place! 

HOLMES: I haven't been robbed. I'm just exercising. 

WATSON: Exercising? Exercising what? 

HOLMES: My detective skills. You know I like to keep 
sharpening my skills in between real cases by solving 
well-known historical situations. Since it’s Easter, I'm 
working on “The Case of the Empty Tomb.” 

WATSON: Holmes, you utterly astound me. But why is 
your apartment all torn up? 

HOLMES: To recreate the Easter setting. My couch 
and settee turned upside down with my potted plants 
on top of them make a good resemblance of the garden 
spot where Christ was buried. My mattress all rolled 
up and tied into a bundle simulates the stone in front 
of the cave door. I’ve been able to measure and weigh 
my makeshift stone and then do predictive calcula- 
tions about the size and weight of the real stone. 

WATSON: Any unusual clues you've tracked down? 

HOLMES: Need you ask Sherlock Holmes about clues? 
I also did parallel studies using all four of the Gospel 
stories. These were followed by cross-checking any 
nonbiblical references to the events surrounding the 
resurrection of Christ. 

WATSON: Youve certainly been thorough again, 
Holmes. Your sensitivity to data is absolutely amazing. 
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HOLMES: It’s the duty of a detective to shed as much 
light as possible on the pure, undistorted facts. 

WATSON: Did you also-check out that old swoon theory 
that Jesus was not really dead and that those who 
came to put on funeral spices really administered 
medicines that revived Christ from a coma? I would 
assume that some such fast-healing drugs were known 
to the physicians of Jesus’ day. 

HOLMES: Yes, I have examined all of the facts in “The 
Case of the Empty Tomb.” I have even kept myself 
detached emotionally—almost looking at the case 
through the eyes of a skeptic. 

WATSON: Your conclusion, then, based on the facts, is 
that Jesus’ resurrection is a fraud? 

HOLMES: On the contrary, Watson, on the contrary. 

WATSON: Holmes, you confuse me. Where’s the prob- 
lem? 

HOLMES: Everywhere, Watson, everywhere. When 
one goes in search of the historical Jesus, the facts 
scream out the truth of the resurrection. 

WATSON: I don't understand. 

HOLMES: It’s very simple, Watson. What we have 
here is a beautiful example of the contrast between 
superficial appearances and reality. To some, the un- 
trained, the clues could easily appear to lead to one 
conclusion. But to the trained eye—and no honest 
detective worth his salt would deny this—the clues 
point to a reality as substantiated as any other event 
in history. 

WATSON: Holmes, you astound me. 

HOLMES: Very elementary, Dr. Watson, very elemen- 
tary. In fact, it’s called the “fundamentals of the faith.” 
You see, Watson, Christianity’s faith in the resurrec- 
tion is grounded in fact, not fantasy or wishful think- 
ing. What other case can you think of that has hun- 
dreds of reliable witnesses consistently reporting the 
same thing? 

WATSON: Holmes, you've done it again. 

HOLMES: “The Case of the Empty Tomb” is closed. 
The resurrection of Christ is not only miraculous, but 
factual, as well. Happy Easter, Watson. 

WATSON: A very happy Easter, Holmes. What a detec- 
tive! 


HOLMES: What a God! 


All Things Are New 


An Easter Worship Program for Children 


or Intergenerational Groups 


by Anne Neufeld Rupp 


Children frequently present programs at Christmas 
but rarely at Easter. The following is a worship service 
designed to include children. It may be used in a depart- 
ment, in a Sunday evening program, or in your congre- 
gation’s Easter morning worship. You may use the whole 
program, or you may want to use parts of it and plan 
with your pastor how it could fit into the regular Easter 
service. Your pastor may choose to use some of the 
hymns and readings suggested. The worship program 
has been intentionally planned in segments so that you 
can select and adapt it to your particular situation. 


Objective 

To emphasize that the resurrection of Christ means new 
life. We are butterflies, not caterpillars. Knowing that 
God makes all things new in Jesus Christ, we joyfully 
celebrate Easter. 


Preparation 
1. Help the children make butterflies. 

e Butterflies may be drawn on paper and colored 
with crayons, markers, or tempera. Construct an arch of 
wood or heavy wire at the entrance to the worship 
place. Once in place, this may be covered with butter- 
flies of all sizes. Everyone walks in through the arch. 

e Butterflies may be cut out in half-inch outlines from 
large sheets of heavy pastel-colored paper and backed 
with tissue paper in contrasting colors, glued behind the 
outlines. Hang or place butterflies in windows. 

e Smaller butterflies make a colorful mobile. Use stiff 
paper, a wire hanger, pipe cleaners for antennae, and 
colored strings for attaching them. 

e Butterflies may be cut out of pastel colors of felt. 
Glue parts together. Cut out the letters “All Things Are 
New, using purple felt. Arrange butterflies and letters 
on cream-colored burlap to make a large banner. 

e Each child may select an uncooked egg to decorate 
with butterflies. Prick the end with a needle, blow out 
the contents (and save for a later meal), and glue yarn 
to one end (or use a Christmas ornament hanger). The 
children may adorn each egg with butterflies, using fine- 
tipped marking pens. Instead of egg painting, they may 
prefer to glue on various sizes of miniature butterflies 
made from bright-colored paper. Hang the eggs on the 
twigs of a potted branch, and use it as an Easter center- 
piece for your program. An easier and faster way is to 
use hard-cooked eggs. Since they are too heavy to be 
hung, they could be put in a “grass-filled” basket or bowl 
and used as the centerpiece instead of the tree. 
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2. Read the worship program through carefully before 
using it. It has been written so that sections may be 
deleted. Be selective, gearing it for your time, space, 
and age of your group. 
3. If you are using any of the following, plan for rehear- 
sal times: 

e The responsive reading, the Scripture reading, and 
a time of praise, “Easter” 

e The skits under “What a Wonderful Day!” 

e Easter benediction in word 

e Easter benediction in song 
4. For the program itself, mark those areas of the ser- 
vice that you have selected, and do the following: 

¢ Choose a worship leader. 

e Make duplicates of the responsive reading and 
Scripture reading. 

e Set up a record or cassette player for use with the 
“Easter Song” or other music. 

e If a pantomime is used with the Scripture, prepare 
costumes. 

e Prepare props and costumes for the skits. 
5. On the day prior to the program, invite a group to 
help decorate the room or sanctuary with various butter- 
flies. Place the egg tree or basket on the worship table. 


Service of Worship for Easter 


Prelude: Easter music may be played on piano, organ, 
or other instrument, or recorded music may be used. 


Call to Worship: 
We are here to celebrate Easter. God’s Easter! Jesus’ 
Easter! Easter of the Holy Spirit! Christ is risen! Hal- 
lelujah! Let us worship together. 


Opening Prayer: 
We thank you, God, for Easter. We thank you for 
Jesus who gives us new life. We thank you for your 
Spirit who gives joy. Let us feel you here. Let Easter 
come into our lives. Amen. 


Hymn of Praise: “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today.” 


Responsive Reading: 

LEADER: God has given us new life. 

READER 1: Many years ago, God created persons, 
male and female God created them. 

READER 2: Persons who would be God’s friends. 

READER 3: But too soon they disobeyed. 

EVERYONE: They boldly walked away, and so did 
those who followed after—except for here and there 


a few brave souls who dared to listen to the voice 
of God, who dared obey God’s voice and stand 
alone. 

LEADER: God has given us new life. 

READER 1: When things were at their worst, when 
God seemed far away, 

READER 2: God was revealed; God came in human 
form. 

READER 3: This God in Jesus walked and talked, 
healed and helped; his love and caring reached to 
children, young and old, big and small, rich and 
poor, men and women, boys and girls. 

LEADER: God has given us new life. 

READER 1: This God in Jesus showed through act 
and word what God is like. 

READER 2: And people warmed to this new love that 
touched their lives, and they followed him. 

READER 3: But those who did not like this kind of 
God, soon found a way to put Jesus on a cross. They 
rolled a heavy stone before his tomb to shut him in. 

LEADER: God has given us new life. 

EVERYONE: But crosses, stones, and soldiers can’t 
keep down Jesus, who three days later rose and 
lived again. 

LEADER: He promised then and promises today that 
we, too, may live forever. God has given us new 
life! 

EVERYONE: Hallelujah! God has given us new life. 
Happy Easter! 


Music: “Easter Song’ * (or special music you plan). 
Offering: Plan to take an offering for a special need. 


Offertory Prayer: 
You gave us everything, God, when you gave yourself 
in Jesus. Now we give you our offerings, a srnall 
thank-you for your big Easter. Amen. 


Scripture Reading: Luke 24:1-12 


Option 1: The Scripture may be divided into sections 
of two verses each and read antiphonally. 

Option 2: The Scripture may be used as a litany, with 
several voices reading sections (a) 24:1-4, (b) 24:5-7, 
(c) 24:8-10, and (d) 24:11-12. After each section, the 
group responds with, “Christ is risen. Hallelujah!” 
Option 3: An adult reads the Scripture while a group 
of children, with or without costume, pantomime the 
story. 


Message: “What a Wonderful Day!” 


Three short skits 

Skits are acted center stage using only chairs or 
benches for props. The VOICE, stage right, is not visi- 
ble, but speaks through a microphone. A CHORUS of 
children stands in two lines at rear of stage, serving as 


a backdrop. 


*Medical Mission Sisters, “/ Know the Secret,” Vanguard Music Corp., 
1966. (Also available on record.) 
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Skit One: “Morning,” John 20:11-18 
(A chair, center stage, serves as the tomb. Mary walks 

in from left, head bent and crying. She stoops and looks 

into tomb.) 

MARY: He isn't here. He isn’t here. What have they 
done with him? (Shoulders drooping. Suddenly turns 
right.) 

VOICE: Why are you crying? You must be very sad. 
Are you looking for someone? 

MARY: If you care for the gardens here, maybe you're 
the one who has taken him away. Did you move him? 

VOICE: Mary! Mary! 

MARY (face lights up): It’s Jesus. You are Jesus. I didn’t 
know you. (Moves forward.) 

VOICE: Don't touch me. But go tell the disciples that 
I am alive. 

MARY (faces forward and calls out loudly): Jesus is 
alive! I have seen the Lord! 

CHORUS: What a wonderful day! 


Skit Two: “Afternoon,” Luke 24:13-32 

(A bench, stage right, serves as a table. Two disciples 
walk down center aisle toward the front, talking as they 
near the stage.) 


DISCIPLE 1: This has to be the worst day of my life. 
I'm far away from home, Jesus is dead, and I don't 
know what to do. 

DISCIPLE 2: I know how you feel. I gave up my work 
to follow him. I was sure he was the one we had been 
waiting for. Now he’s dead. Think of it—we’ve wasted 
three years. (They move to front, left.) 

VOICE: You two seem very sad. May I walk with you 
and keep you company? 

DISCIPLES: Sure. Gladly. 

VOICE: Why all this sadness? 

DISCIPLE 1: Haven't you heard what happened in 
Jerusalem? 

DISCIPLE 2: They killed Jesus. Why shouldn't we be 
sad? 

VOICE: Dear friends, wait a minute. Think again of the 
Scripture. Is the Christ not to suffer and then enter 
into his glory? 

DISCIPLE 1: You may be a stranger and one who knows 
the Scripture, but what does that have to do with us 
now? He’s still dead. 

DISCIPLE 2: Yes, he’s still dead. (Stops and holds up 
hand.) Wait a minute. Here is our room. It’s late. 
Stay with us, and we can talk some more. 

VOICE: I will. (Disciples sit, right.) I will be your guest 
at this meal. 

DISCIPLE 1 (bewildered): Look how he breaks the 
bread! How he prays. Where have I seen this before? 
VOICE: My God, the hour has come. Glorify your Son 

that the Son may glorify you. 

DISCIPLE 2: That voice! The words! (Disciples look at 
each other.) It is the Lord! 

DISCIPLE 1: He’s gone. I didn't know him. 

DISCIPLE 2: Jesus is alive. (Faces forward and calls 
out.) We have seen the Lord! 

CHORUS: What a wonderful day! 


Skit Three: “Evening,” Luke 24:33-43 
(A long bench, center stage, serves as a table. Several 

disciples are seated around it. A pounding at the door, 

left, and the two disciples run in, breathless. Disciples 

at the table jump up.) 

DISCIPLE 1 (panting): We have seen. . 
the Lord! 

DISCIPLE 2: Yes, he’s alive. He ate with us. 

DISCIPLE 3: Foolish! You need rest. 

DISCIPLE 4: Jesus is dead! 

WOMEN: We have been trying to tell— 

DISCIPLE 4 (interrupts loudly): Jesus is dead! 

DISCIPLE 1: No. No. At first we didn’t know him. But 
he broke bread. He prayed. It was he. 

VOICE: It was I. Friends, I am here. I am Jesus. 

DISCIPLE 5 (covers eyes): It’s a ghost. Get out! Get out! 

VOICE: I am Jesus. See the marks on my hands and 
feet? 

DISCIPLE 1: It’s him again. Hallelujah! 

DISCIPLE 2: Hallelujah! 

VOICE: Have you food to eat? I am hungry. (Disciple 
5 places food on table.) 

DISCIPLE 3: He is eating the fish. 


. we have seen 


DISCIPLE 2: Jesus, you are alive. 

DISCIPLE 1: Alive and with us. 

DISCIPLE 4 (faces forward and calls out): Jesus is 
alive. We, all of us, have seen the Lord. 

CHORUS: What a wonderful day! 

Closing Prayer: 

Jesus, fill our hearts with music; 
Jesus, fill our lives with song. 

You have made us sons and daughters, 
And we praise you all day long. 

You are risen, Lord; we thank you; 
You are with us every day. 

Thank you for this Easter morning, 
Thank you for this Easter day. 

Easter Benediction in Word: The leader and a helper 
take one egg at a time from the tree or basket and 
give it to each person as he or she comes forward. As 
an egg is given the giver says “Christ is risen!” and 
the receiver responds with “Christ is risen indeed!” 
After receiving an egg, each person moves to the 
sides of the room, forming a circle where all remain 
to sing “Easter Benediction in Song” or another musi- 
cal “Hallelujah.” 


Easter Benediction in Song 
Words and music by Anne N. Rupp 


Hal -le - lu -ia, 


Hale -)vee= lw = sa; 


Hal = le = lu = ia, Hal - le - lu! 


| | ea 7 Samer 5 ea ea) 
ea 


Hal - le - lu - ia, 


Hal - le - lu - ia, 


Hal - le - ie oo shu, Veal =e rut 


Used by permission of Anne N. Rupp. 


Wake Up! It’s Easter! 


A Sunrise Service for Youth _ by David J. Madden 


The following creative short play is de- 
signed for an Easter sunrise service. A 
unique feature of the play is that not all of 
the script is written. Midway through the 
play is a segment during which several 
characters are to reflect out loud on their 
understandings of the Easter story and its 
meaning for their lives. The lines for this 
segment are not written. In this way the 
play has the potential of being more mean- 
ingful for the actors and actresses. Each 
actor and/or actress could be encouraged to 
write his or her own lines for this part of 
the play. Another special feature of this play 
is its adaptability. The number of characters 
in the play can be enlarged or decreased to 
fit the size of your group. Also, the charac- 
ter names can be changed to the real names 
of your cast members. The number of males 
and females in the play is also adaptable. 
Although the play is designed for a sunrise 
service, with minor alterations the play can 
be adapted for use at other Easter-related 
services. Finally, you should feel free to 
change the hymns that are sung if they are 
not familiar or favorite tunes of your con- 
gregation. 
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Characters: 

Group 1 Group 2 
MATTHEW CHAD CHRISTIE 
MELISSA JEFF CLAY 
PETER KATIE DANE 
RACHEL KEN KEITH 
TAMI SUSAN 


Setting and Costumes: The setting could be either a 
campsite or the youth room in a church. Campsite 
props could include a scenic backdrop, an unlit 
campfire, a picnic table, a couple of tents, and any 
other camping paraphernalia (lanterns, ice chests, 
flashlights, and so forth). If the setting is the youth 
room, it could be decorated as if the youth group had 
had a sleepover. Props would include some couches, 
spilled popcorn bowls, empty soft drink cans on the 
floor, a table with games on it, and any other trappings 
of a youth room. The youth should be dressed in 
appropriate sleeping attire for the setting you have 
chosen to use. MATTHEW should be fully dressed 
in a camping outfit or attire more appropriate for 
attending church. GROUP 2, wearing everyday clothes, 
should be scattered among the audience. It would be 
best if they sat on the ends of rows so they can get 
out and come to the stage easily. 

As the play opens the stage should be dimly lit. 
Everyone in GROUP 1 except MATTHEW is asleep 
in sleeping bags that are scattered across the stage. A 


few people should be snoring quietly. MATTHEW 

enters, walking excitedly. 

MATTHEW: Wake up, everybody, it’s Easter morn- 
ing! It’s a beautiful day! Wake up! Jesus is risen! 
(The youth in sleeping bags continue to sleep. 
MATTHEW looks at them quizzically, not sure 
what to do.) 

MATTHEW: How can you sleep on a morning like 
this? Don’t you know what has happened? Don’t 
you realize what has taken place? 

(Still they sleep. MATTHEW turns to the audience 
looking a little embarrassed.) 

MATTHEW: I really apologize for this, folks. I just 
don't understand what’s wrong with these people. 
It’s going to be very difficult to have a sunrise 
service with these people lying around and snoring. 
Maybe you can help me. Let’s all shout at the top 
of our voices, “Jesus is risen.” Are you ready? Okay, 
on three, with feeling. One, two, three— 

MATTHEW and AUDIENCE: Jesus is risen! 
(Nobody stirs. They continue to sleep soundly.) 

MATTHEW: Oh, boy. This is worse than I thought. 
Well, let’s try again. One, two, three— 

MATTHEW and AUDIENCE: Jesus is risen! 

(There is a little stirring and grumbling, but they 
still sleep .), 

MATTHEW: Well, if we don’t do it this time, I think 
we ll just have to forget the whole thing. One more 
time. One, two, three— 

MATTHEW and AUDIENCE: Jesus is risen! 
(Finally, they stir, stretch, and look around, at first 
with sleepy looks and then with astonishment. Stage 
lights should now be on fully.) 

RACHEL: What is all this shouting about? 

TAMI: What is going on around here? 

KEN: Don't you people realize it’s only seven o'clock 
in the morning? 

MATTHEW: Good morning. It’s Easter. We thought 
you d like to celebrate with us. 

JEFF: Wait. Wait a minute. I haven't even had my 
first cup of coffee yet! 

CHAD: What are you talking about, mister? This isn’t 
some knd of practical joke, is it? 

MATTHEW: Of course it’s not a practical joke. It’s 
Easter morning. This is a sunrise service. 
(Everyone looks at MATTHEW without compre- 
hending. He stares back at them for a few seconds.) 

MATTHEW: I'm getting the idea that you don’t know 
what I'm talking about. 

GROUP 1 (except MATTHEW): What a brilliant de- 
duction! 

MATTHEW: Listen, why don't we read a story about 
this day. Maybe that will help you to understand. 
JEFF: (Luke 24:1-4): “But on the first day of the 
week, at early dawn, they went to the tomb, taking 
the spices which they had prepared. And they 
found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but 
when they went in they did not find the body. 
While they were perplexed about this, behold, two 

men stood by them in dazzling apparel.” 

RACHEL: (Luke 24:5-8): “And as they were 
frightened and bowed their faces to the ground, the 
men said to them, “Why do you seek the living 
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among the dead? Remember how he told you, while 
he was still in Galilee, that the Son of man must be 
delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be 
crucified, and on the third day rise.’ And they re- 
membered his words.” 

CHAD: (Luke 24:9-12): “And returning from the tomb 
they told all this to the eleven and to all the rest. 
Now it was Mary Magdalene and Joanna and Mary 
the mother of James and the other women with 
them who told this to the apostles; but these words 
seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not 
believe them. But Peter rose and ran to the tomb; 
stooping and looking in, he saw the linen cloths by 
themselves; and he went home wondering at what 
had happened.” 

PETER: That’s a very nice story. But what does that 
have to do with us and all those people out there? 
(Points to audience.) 

MATTHEW: Well, we're here because we believe 
that the story you just heard is true. You see, all of 
us here are Christians. We believe in Jesus Christ 
and his resurrection. We're here to celebrate that. 
Maybe youll understand how we feel if we sing a 
hymn together. (MATTHEW turns and addresses 
the audience.) Let’s all sing “Thine Is the Glory.” 

KATIE: I'm sorry if we were a little grumpy before. 

I think it’s wonderful that you're all here today. But 
I'm still not sure what Easter means. Could any- 
body help me? 
(CLAY, KEITH, SUSAN, DANE, CHRISTIE walk 
up to the stage from the audience. Each person 
gives his or her personal witness as to the meaning 
of Easter.) 

CLAY: (Gives personal witness.) 

KEITH: (Gives personal witness.) 

SUSAN: (Gives personal witness.) 

DANE: (Gives personal witness.) 

CHRISTIE: (Gives personal witness.) 

TAMI: I think I'm beginning to understand what’s 
happening here this morning. I really enjoyed sing- 
ing that last hymn. Could we sing another? 

MATTHEW: Sure. Let’s sing “The Day of Resurrec- 
tion.” 

MELISSA: I'm glad you woke us up and shared Easter 
with us. It really is a wonderful day. 

MATTHEW: I'm glad you feel that way. I’m afraid, 
though, that it’s almost time for us to go. Would 
you like to give the benediction? 

MELISSA: I don’t know. What’s a benediction? 

MATTHEW: It's a blessing that one person gives to 
the whole group. Usually the minister gives it, but 
I think you should do it for us now. 

MELISSA: No, I don’t think so. Thanks for asking. 

MATTHEW: Oh, come on. You can do it. Go ahead. 

MELISSA: Well, okay, I'll try. Would you please all 
bow your heads? May the Spirit of this Easter morn- 
ing be in our hearts for all the mornings of our lives. 
May we know that you are real and that we can put 
our trust and faith in you and never be disap- 
pointed. Be with us now as we leave this place. 
Amen. Was that okay? 

MATTHEW: Yes, it was great! Thank you. And thank 
you all for coming today and sharing Easter with us. 


Little Resurrections 


Setting: a pastor's office, including a door and a ringable 
telephone. 


Characters: 
NARRATOR 
PASTOR MAGUIRE 
LAURA, church secretary 
OSCAR NELSON, building program chairman 
RACHEL HARRIS, a counselee 


NARRATOR: Our story takes place in the present, on 
the Wednesday leading up to Easter Sunday. It is 
early morning. PASTOR MAGUIRE is checking out 
the days schedule with his secretary, LAURA. 
They re sitting in his office, somewhat overwhelmed 
by the amount of work to be done. 

PASTOR: What’s the rest of the day look like? 

LAURA: Terrible! I'm sorry, but your whole day is 
packed with appointments. 

PASTOR (sighs): Oh. 

LAURA: Youre really tired, aren't you? I’ve seen a lot 
of strain in you the last couple of months. 

PASTOR: Yes, I am very tired. But it all comes with the 
territory, as Willy Loman said in Death of a Salesman. 
I do feel strong in the Lord, though. 

LAURA: Can't you take some time off? 

PASTOR: Not right now. Not with the building program 
proposal in full swing. And we've just started the new 
lay ministry workshops. Besides, we're right in the 
middle of the Easter season. That’s a peak time for 
the church. Maybe in a couple of months I can get 
away. 

LAURA: Do try to relax. 

PASTOR: I will. Any letters or reports I need to look at 
right away? 

LAURA: There’s the bank report on the building pro- 
gram. And a couple of other letters. 

PASTOR: Is the report long? 

LAURA: About twenty-five pages. 

PASTOR: Well, I'll try to skim it by noon. (Telephone 
rings.) Excuse me, Laura. I'll answer it. (Picks up 
phone.) Hello. Yes, Mrs. Connors. Can I help you? 
(Pauses to listen.) Just relax, Mrs. Connors. Tell me 
the whole story. (Pauses to listen.) Well, what did the 
preliminary medical tests show? (Pauses to listen.) 
When do you get the final results? Please call me back 
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by Harry Farra 


then. Mrs. Connors, this is a time for bold faith. Hang 
on to your faith until you have all the facts. The solid 
facts, when squarely looked at, are often friendly. I'll 
have Laura put you on the prayer chain right away. 
Do call me as soon as you know. (Hangs up.) 

LAURA: Sounds serious. 

PASTOR: It’s Mrs. Connors. She got preliminary re- 
ports yesterday that she might have cancer. She’s to 
hear any time now about the final results. As soon as 
she knows, I'll try to go see her. 

LAURA: Gee, that’s too bad, especially with her hus- 
band having just died of cancer last year. 

PASTOR: Please call the prayer chain and have Mrs. 
Connors put on it. 

LAURA: Certainly. By the way, Oscar Nelson is waiting 
outside right now. Should I show him in? 

PASTOR: Our building program chairman is waiting to 
see me? 

LAURA: Yes. Id say by the look on his face he has some 
bad news. 

PASTOR: Please show him in. 

LAURA: Yes. (Goes to the door and asks OSCAR NEL- 
SON to come in.) 

PASTOR: Hi, Oscar. Please sit down. (He sits.) 

OSCAR: Pastor, it doesn't seem good. Last night I talked 
to Bill Evans from the bank. He says he’s sure they're 
going to turn us down. The economy in our area is 
quite bad and they ve had to foreclose on many busi- 
nesses. They feel that a church building is not a good 
investment for them at this time. He’s going to call 
me at home this morning and give me their final 
answer. 

PASTOR: First Federal Bank was our last hope. We 
worked on that proposal for three months. Where do 
we go now? 

OSCAR: Nowhere. This is the end of the line. We'll 
have to make do with what we have. 

PASTOR: I honestly don’t think we can keep going with 
three morning services. Too many churches have tried 
that. Attendance always starts to fall off. And the 
educational unit is our greatest need if were really 
going to nurture and train people. 

OSCAR: Well, God certainly owns the cattle on a 
thousand hills, but I also think God has a banker or 
two in the palm of the hand. I guess Id better get 
home and wait for the call. We've done all that’s 


humanly possible. Now I plan to soften the circum- 
stances with prayer. 

PASTOR: Call me as soon as you hear from the bank. 

OSCAR: I sure will. (Leaves.) 

(The pastor sighs and bows his head quietly in a 
moment of thoughtful prayer.) 

LAURA (enters): Doug Averey is on the line. (Leaves.) 

PASTOR (answers phone): Yes Doug. Sure I'm alone. 
Yes, you can talk freely. What’s the problem? (Pauses 
to listen.) Are you sure it’s drugs again? When did 
your daughter leave? Well, maybe she just stayed at 
a friend’s house last night. (Pauses to listen.) Look, 
Doug, I'll stop over this afternoon. Have faith. God is 
good. If you hear anything, let me know. Otherwise, 
I'll be over later. (Pauses to listen.) Yes. I know Shel- 
ley almost died from drugs last time. (Pauses to listen.) 
Doug, don’t cry. “Weeping may endure for a night, 
but joy cometh in the morning.” Call me if you hear. 
I'll see you later today. My wife and I appreciated 
your ministry to us when our daughter decided to 
quit college. Maybe we can help you carry your bur- 
den again. Call me when you hear something. Good- 
bye, Doug. (Hangs up.) 

LAURA (reappears): You wanted me to remind you to 
write a letter to Mrs. McCord. She still insists her son 
is innocent and doesn't belong in jail. 

PASTOR: I should write her, but I really don’t know 
what to say. His parole review is any time now. I did 
write a letter on his behalf. It may do some good. I 
certainly hope so. I don’t know what to say to her to 
encourage her. Sometimes it almost seems that some 
problems are beyond the scope of specific Scriptures. 
Most often there’s just the right word from the Scrip- 
tures for a particular problem. Other times we have 
to lean on the total witness of Scripture to God's 
sovereignty in all things. There’s no greater truth to 
hang onto than this: “All things do work together for 
good, to those who love God, to those called according 
to His purpose.” That’s solid-as-rock theology. 

LAURA: I remember the sermon you preached on that 
last summer. It was very helpful to me. Do you need 
anything else right now? 

PASTOR: Yes. A sermon for this Sunday. I haven’t even 
had time to start on my Easter Sunday sermon yet. 
For the last month I've been thinking over several 
possible topics, but nothing has struck fire yet. Come 
on in and sit down, Laura. Looks like it’s going to be 
a tough week as well as a tough day. How do you do it? 

LAURA: What? 

PASTOR: Keep so calm. No matter what crises develop 
around here, you always seem so collected, so serene. 

LAURA: Well, it’s not something I talk about a lot. But 
I can tell you. Especially since it is the Easter season. 

PASTOR: Yes, please tell me your secret to serenity. 

LAURA: I used to be a real worry-wart and then I 
discovered this principle. 

PASTOR: What principle? 

LAURA: Well, I believe in the big resurrection, Easter, 
but I also believe in “little resurrections.” 

PASTOR: Little resurrections? 

LAURA: Yes. This is how I see it. Easter is about the 
big resurrection—Christ’s. And I also know that we'll 
all be at that great resurrection day at the end of time. 
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But I think God promises us resurrection power now, 
today. I translate that to mean that in our lives there 
will be numerous times when, in the midst of crisis 
and tragedy, God will bring out good. When that 
happens, it will be as if we had been resurrected—in 
a small way, of course. Over the years I’ve seen those 
“little resurrections” happen again and again in my 
life and in the lives of others. I was reading in Ephe- 
sians, in the first chapter, about this resurrection 
power. 


PASTOR (takes a Bible and looks up Ephesians): Let me 


look it up. Yes, here it is: “And what is the immeasur- 
able greatness of his power in us who believe, accord- 
ing to the working of his great might which he ac- 
complished in Christ when he raised him from the 
dead” [Ephesians 1:19-20]. That’s impressive stuff. 


LAURA: I see it this way: God’s power, the kind that 


raised Jesus from the dead, works in us today to give 
us “little resurrections.” These “little resurrections’ 
are a kind of foretaste of that final resurrection which 
belongs to us at the end of the age. 


PASTOR: Laura, I’m really taken by your spiritual 


depth. I had never quite seen the verse in that light. 
You know, this really has been an amazing year. It’s 
been my busiest year in the ministry. But I've never 
known a time when more people in unusual ways 
have ministered to me. And that’s the way it should 
be. Who says I have to be the only minister in this 
church? Little resurrections, huh? 


LAURA: Yes, I’ve always held on to that idea whenever 


tragedy strikes. It doesn’t mean that every single crisis 
will turn out well. Sometimes we do have to suffer 
and struggle. But there are those special times when, 
in mercy, God removes the sting of tragedy. We need 
to recognize those moments when what looks like 
something terrible turns out to be nothing at all in 
God’s hands. Now, I'd better get back to work. (Gets 
up and crosses the room.) 


PASTOR: Thanks, Laura. (She leaves.) Hmm. “Little 


resurrections. I'll have to give that some thought. 
(Turns to the bank report and scans it for half a 
minute. LAURA comes to the door again.) 


LAURA: Oscar Nelson is on the phone. 
PASTOR: Uh-oh. Here comes the bad news. (Picks up the 


phone as LAURA leaves.) Yes, Oscar. You got the bad 
news, huh? (Pauses to listen.) What? Say that again. 
(Pauses to listen.) That’s incredible. The bank passed 
the loan and the bank’s president even donated $5,000 
of his own money to the project? How is that possible? 
(Pauses to listen.) Thanks, Oscar. That’s a real answer 
to prayer. We'll get the details from you later. Need- 
less to say, I'm really embarrassed by my lack of faith. 
Thanks, Oscar, for reminding me again of the power 
of prayer. This gives us something to share with peo- 
ple in the midweek service tonight. Goodbye. 


LAURA (comes to the door): Rachel Harris is here for 


her appointment. 


PASTOR: Please show her in. By the way, Laura, we 


got our loan approved. 


LAURA: Good. I know how much prayer has gone into 


this. 
(A woman in her early forties enters and sits down.) 


PASTOR: Hello, Rachel. How are you today? 


RACHEL: Much better, thanks. I have some news to 
tell you. But first, do you remember our last conver- 
sation? 

PASTOR: Yes, I remember. You told me that you were 
locked into a job that used few of your talents. You 
ee that God must have some better use for your 
gilts. 

RACHEL: I’ve been at Gothard’s for over twenty years 
now. Oh, sure, I've had a few promotions along the 
way, but nothing really dramatic. I know the company 
inside and out. In fact, I’m sure I could even run the 
company if the president ever got ill or something like 
that. Everyone talks about my efficiency combined 
with my interpersonal skills. But management never 
seems to recognize it in a tangible way. Being an 
administrative assistant is okay, but I’m ready for 
more. I've been ready for a long time. 

PASTOR: Did you read the career guidance book I gave 
you? 

RACHEL: What Color Is Your Parachute? Yes. That's 
an excellent book. I learned a lot from it, especially 
how to move on to another job. The business about 
using a functional resume demonstrating competen- 
cies and skills was very helpful. So was the idea of 
targeting a particular company and thoroughly analyz- 
ing it to match up your skills with that company’s 
needs. 

PASTOR: I take it then that you definitely decided to 
leave Gothard’s? 

RACHEL: That’s what I decided. So I targeted two 
companies similar to Gothard’s and put the whole 
process in motion. I even went through the interview 
stage in both companies, but then I stopped. 

PASTOR: Stopped? Why? 

RACHEL: Because I realized that I really didn’t want 
to leave Gothard’s. For all its problems, it’s still a 
great company to work for. So I settled back into my 
old job. I was happy again for awhile—until the last 
promotion in our department. Someone with half my 
skills was promoted to a very good position. 

PASTOR: Did you bid on the job as well? 

RACHEL: No. 

PASTOR: Perhaps that explains why you didn’t get it. 

RACHEL: I thought that if I was really right for the job, 
they would automatically offer me the promotion. 
That’s what they did in the past. So I was crushed 
when they didn’t consider me. 

PASTOR: How do you know they didn’t? 

RACHEL: I know now that they did consider me. 

PASTOR: What? 

RACHEL: It’s a long story. I was deeply hurt by being 
passed over. I sulked for a couple of weeks. Then I 
heard that a new marketing department was going to 
be created. That sounded like a perfect match for the 
kinds of skills and interests that I have. So I put to 
work all the ideas I had learned from your book and 
wrote up a proposal, including long-range marketing 
strategies for the company. Then I took our president, 
Mr. Adams, to lunch and went over the whole pack- 
age. 

PASTOR: What was his response? 

RACHEL: He sat quietly, nodding affirmatively once in 
a while. I had the whole floor, so to speak. When I 
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finished, he asked me why I hadn’t exhibited this kind 
of drive and ambition before. He indicated that they 
had strongly considered me in the last promotion but 
had decided that I probably wouldn't be interested in 
a position with more responsibility and lots of stress. 
They said that I gave every appearance of being totally 
satisfied where I was. Most of that was based on the 
fact that I rarely bid on higher positions. So they 
didn’t want me to take on more than I thought I could 
handle. Can you believe that? What a classic mistake 
on my part! 

PASTOR: So? What’s the result? 

RACHEL: They loved my proposal, for the most part. 
I'm the new assistant director for marketing! 

PASTOR: Congratulations! That’s great! 

RACHEL: So, that’s my news. I’ve certainly learned a 
lot from all this. Aren’t perceptions funny? All the 
time you think you know yourself and others and 
you ve both been operating under misconceptions. 

PASTOR: I remember someone once writing about al- 
ways getting what he called “the undeniable, unshake- 
able facts.” 

RACHEL: I wanted to thank you for your help. (Gets 
up to leave.) 

PASTOR: I'm very pleased at the outcome. See you 
Easter Sunday? 

RACHEL: Absolutely. I feel as if I've just had a little 
Easter of my own, a kind of resurrection—emotionally 
and esteem-wise. Goodbye. 

PASTOR: Goodbye, Rachel. (She leaves. He sits down, 
puts his hands behind his head, smiles, and thinks. 
Then he starts to sort through mail on his desk. He 
stops at one letter, opens it and reads.) 

LAURA (appears at the door): There have been a couple 
of calls for you. Mrs. Connors is on the phone right 
now about her medical report. 

PASTOR (picks up phone): Hi, Mrs. Connors. Look, I 
can come see you about three today. We can pray and 

. what? The rest of the reports all came through 
negative? What does that mean? No cancer at all? 
They're absolutely sure? That’s great. I’m very excited 
for you. I'll still come over at three and we'll celebrate 
with a prayer of thanksgiving. That’s such good news. 
Goodbye, Mrs. Connors. (Hangs up.) 

LAURA: Im sorry to eavesdrop. Sounds as though 
someone just got her life back. 

PASTOR: Yes. You know, this is turning out to be a 
good day after all. There’s a letter here from Mrs. 
McCord. Her son’s parole went through. They have 
a good attorney now who thinks he can prove her 
son's innocence and get him a full pardon. She just 
wrote to thank us and to share her joy. Isn't that 
fantastic? 

LAURA: Yes. The whole day has been fantastic. Doug 
Averey called, too, a few minutes ago to say that his 
daughter came home and that she had stayed over- 
night with a friend. The girls fell asleep watching the 
Late Night Movie. Yes, it has been a wonderful day. 

PASTOR: I know. I even have my sermon topic for 
Easter Sunday. 

LAURA: You do? 

PASTOR: Yes. It’s an unusual topic. It’s called “Little 
Resurrections.” (Smiles at her and she smiles back.) 


curtain 


They Were There 


by Virginia M. Gracey 


Setting: A simple setting representing a TV talk show 
set with a chair for the moderator and a chair for the 
person being interviewed. Costumes are optional. 
Simple headdresses could be worn by the five persons 
interviewed. 


Characters: 
MODERATOR 
CAIAPHAS, the high priest 
JUDAS, the betrayer 
PETER, the disciple who denied knowing Jesus 
PILATE, the Roman governor 
MARCUS, a Roman centurion 


MODERATOR: Good evening. I am Julie Christian (or 
use actual name of person reading part), the mod- 
erator of your favorite talk show, “They Were There.” 
Each week we visit with people who were present at 
some famous event. Tonight we are talking with some 
of the people involved in the events leading to the 
arrest, the trial, and the eventual crucifixion of Jesus 
Christ. Would our first guest please come in. (Caia- 
phas enters.) Would you state your name and occupa- 
tion, please? 

CAIAPHAS (in a pompous voice): Certainly. I am 
Caiaphas. I am the high priest in the temple in 
Jerusalem! 

MODERATOR: I see—you must have played an impor- 
tant part in what happened to Jesus. 

CAIAPHAS: I certainly did, and don't mention his name 
again! I can't bear to hear it. Rabble-rouser, that’s 
what he was! Nothing but a miserable rabble-rouser! 

MODERATOR: Sir, would you tell us exactly what did 
happen—in your own words, if you will? 

CAIAPHAS: Yes, of course. (Pauses.) It was like this. 
We had been watching Jesus for quite some time. He 
was just a carpenter, you know, so we weren't too 
concerned at first. We figured he was just one of these 
itinerant preachers. Then we started hearing rumors. 

MODERATOR: What kind of rumors, sir? 

CAIAPHAS: People said he was performing miracles— 
like turning water into wine, healing the sick, making 
blind people see. All trickery if you ask me, but very 
dangerous. 

MODERATOR: Why was it dangerous? 

CAIAPHAS: Well, people were starting to follow him in 
large numbers, and they believed his teachings of 
love and forgiveness. Some said he was the Son of 
God. We couldn't have that kind of thing being spread 
around. You should have seen the way he entered our 
city! He rode on a donkey, and people threw palm 
branches down for him to ride across. They were 
singing and shouting “Hosanna!” It was disgusting. 
This man had to be stopped—somehow. 

MODERATOR: What did you do? 

CAIAPHAS: We paid someone to betray him. That’s 
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how we got rid of him. There wasn’t any other way. 

MODERATOR: I understand that the betrayer was one 
of his own men. Is that true? 

CAIAPHAS: Yes, that’s true. What of it? (He rises.) I 
really can’t stay any longer. I just want to make this 
clear. Jesus was a rabble-rouser that had to be 
stopped, and we stopped him. (Exits.) 

MODERATOR: That was Caiaphas, the high priest. 
Will our next guest come in, please? (Judas enters 
slowly, head bowed, and just stands there.) 

MODERATOR: Please be seated, sir, and give us your 
name. 

JUDAS (speaking softly): I am Judas, the betrayer. 

MODERATOR: Please speak up, sir. 

JUDAS (speaking louder): I am Judas. I was one of the 
Twelve who traveled with Jesus. 

MODERATOR: I see. What were your duties with this 
group? 

JUDAS: I was the treasurer—I had charge of all the 
money that we had—though it wasn’t much. We 
could have had a lot more, but Jesus wasn’t what 
you d call money-minded. 

MODERATOR: Not money-minded? Explain what you 
mean by that. 

JUDAS: Tl give you an example. There was a woman, 
and she had this jar of expensive ointment. You know 
what she did with it? It’s hard to believe. (He pauses.) 

MODERATOR: What did she do? 

JUDAS: She broke that jar and poured the ointment 
over the feet of Jesus, and then she dried his feet with 
her hair! Can you imagine such a thing? 

MODERATOR: That was unusual. Tell us what hap- 
pened next. 

JUDAS: I was upset. I spoke right up and said that we 
should have sold that ointment and given the money 
to the poor. That would have been the proper thing 
to do, wouldn’t it? 

MODERATOR: Did Jesus say anything? 

JUDAS: He told me to leave the woman alone, that 
what she did was right, and that we would always 
have the poor with us but he would only be here for 
a short time. It was right then that I knew I had to do 
it! 

MODERATOR: Do what, sir? 

JUDAS: See that he was stopped—for his own good. He 
had to be stopped. 

MODERATOR: So you sold him out. (No reply from 
Judas.) 1 said, “You sold him out!” 

JUDAS (looking at MODERATOR): You could say that, 
I guess. 

MODERATOR: Tell us about it. 

JUDAS: There’s not much to tell. I went to the priests 
and leaders and said I'd make sure they'd get the right 
man when the time came. 


MODERATOR: What was your payment for this deed? 


JUDAS (clears throat and speaks in a low voice): Thirty 
pieces of silver. 

MODERATOR: Please speak up. We can’t hear you. 

JUDAS (clears throat): 1 said, “Thirty pieces of silver.” 

MODERATOR: How was this betrayal to take place? 

JUDAS: We were all going to the garden where Jesus 
was praying. And I—well, I was to give Jesus a kiss. 
That way they would know which man was the one 
they were after. 

MODERATOR: Let me get this straight. You betrayed, 
with a kiss, the man you had been with for three 
years? A man you had lived with like a brother? Didn’t 
that bother you? Didn’t you realize that he would 
probably be killed? Did that bother you at all? 

JUDAS: Not at first—but then (covers face with hands) 
when I realized what I had done, I went to the leaders 
and tried to give the money back. I told them I had 
made a mistake. 

MODERATOR: What did they do? 

JUDAS (rises): They laughed at me! (Agitated.) They 
didn't want the money—said it was blood money. I 
didn’t know what to do! I just threw the money at 
them and ran out. Oh! I can’t stand this any longer! 
It haunts me so. I have to end it! I have to. (He exits .) 

MODERATOR: Well, he is terribly upset. We must 
hurry along. Will our next guest come in? (He enters 
and is seated.) 

PETER: My name is Peter. 

MODERATOR: Were you one of Jesus’ men? 

PETER (emphatically): Yes, I was. 

MODERATOR: You sound very definite about that. It 
puzzles me. 

PETER: I have to be definite—considering what hap- 
pened. 

MODERATOR: Yes, I believe you're right. I heard a 
rumor that you denied even knowing Jesus. Will you 
please tell us what really happened? Rumors usually 
aren t too accurate. 

PETER: Sorry to say, this one is true. 

MODERATOR: I realize this is hard for you, sir. Take 
your time and tell us about it in your own words. 
PETER: We had supper that night, all twelve of us and 

Jesus. Afterwards we went to the garden with Jesus 
while he prayed. We were tired, and worried, too. 
We knew there were people out to get Jesus, but we 
really didn’t know how or when they were going to 

try. 

I fell asleep. Jesus asked me why I couldn't stay 
awake for a little while. Pretty soon a mob of people— 
yelling and shouting—came to the garden. Judas was 
right in the front ranks. He walked up to Jesus and 
kissed him. I guess it was a signal of some kind, 
for the soldiers grabbed Jesus and bound him and 
dragged him away. I followed at a safe distance, trying 
not to be noticed. Why should I get killed? Someone 
questioned me about Jesus, but I said I didn’t know 
him. I went along, and pretty soon someone else 
accused me of being a follower of Jesus. What could 
I do? I again said I knew nothing of this man Jesus. I 
ran into the courtyard. They had Jesus there, all tied 
up and bound like an animal. Someone pointed at me 
and said, “There’s one of Jesus’ disciples.” I was ter- 
rified. Once more I denied knowing him. (He pauses.) 
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MODERATOR: Don't stop now! Tell us what happened 
next. 

PETER: That's the terrible part! The courtyard grew 
very still. Way off in the distance I heard a cock crow, 
and I remembered something that Jesus had said to 
me earlier. 

MODERATOR: What was that? 

PETER: He told me that before the cock crowed, I 
would deny even knowing him, and Id do it three 
times. I laughed at that idea (bows head), but he was 
right, I did deny him three times. Jesus turned to 
look at me after the cock crowed. I felt as if a knife 
had stabbed into my heart. I’ll never forget it—never. 
(He stands up.) Now please excuse me. I have much 
work to do—much, much work to do. (He leaves 
stage.) 

MODERATOR: Ladies and gentlemen, we are certainly 
beginning to get a very interesting picture here. Our 
next guest should be able to shed some light on those 
events about which we have been talking. Will you 
come in, sir. (He enters.) 

PILATE: I don't know how I can be of much help to 
you. I didn’t have much to do with any of it. Not 
much at all. 

MODERATOR: I understand your reluctance to speak 
sir, but please tell us your part in the whole pro- 
ceedings. 

PILATE: Very well. I, Pilate, was the Roman governor 
over those Jews. What a bunch they were. They had 
the nerve to rouse me out of a sound sleep and bring 
in this man, this Jesus, and say he had committed the 
crime of treason. They said I had to try him. He 
looked harmless to me. I questioned him, but he just 
stood there and didn't say a single word, not one. 

MODERATOER: Is this the way most prisoners act be- 
fore you—quiet and not trying to deny their guilt? 

PILATE: No, quite the opposite. I had been told that 
this man claimed to be the king of the Jews, so I asked 
him if that were true. He looked at me and said, “You 
have said so!” That was all he said. Well, frankly I 
couldn’t see any reason for killing this man, and I told 
his accusers so. 

MODERATOR: They didn’t let him go, did they? 

PILATE: No, they didn’t. They insisted that I do some- 
thing to him. Then I got smart. I remembered that at 
Passover it was the custom to release a prisoner or 
two to prove that we Romans aren't so heartless as we 
are made out to be. I went to the people. I told them 
I could find no fault in Jesus, and since it was Pass- 
over, I could release him or one of the other prisoners. 
Which was it to be? You see, this way it was all up to 
the people, and I couldn't be held responsible in any 
way. 

MODERATOR: What did the people decide? 

PILATE: They screamed at me to release Barabbas. 
They wanted Jesus to be crucified! What could I do? 
It was what the people wanted. At that point I just 
gave up and washed my hands of the whole affair. I let 
them have their way. I gave the order to have Jesus 
crucified. Then I was done with it. That’s all I could 
do, you see. I had no choice in the matter. You do 
see that, don’t you? I had no choice at all. (He rises 
to leave, shaking his head as he goes.) Why don't they 


understand? Why am I blamed for the whole thing? I 
had no choice. (Exits.) 

MODERATOR: Ladies and gentlemen, we have the 
last witness. It is Marcus, the Roman centurion in 
charge of the crucifixion of Jesus. (Marcus enters and 
takes his seat.) 

MODERATOR: You are the man who carried out Pi- 
late’s decree that Jesus was to be crucified, are you 
not? 

MARCUS (in a defiant voice): I am, yes, but get this 
straight. Iam a Roman soldier, and I was only obeying 
my orders. You have to understand that! 

MODERATOR: Well, yes, but why are you demanding 
this? 

MARCUS: A lot of things happened that night and after- 
wards. I just don’t want to be blamed for anything, 
that’s all. I just carried out my orders. 

MODERATOR: We understand. Please tell us your 
story. 

MARCUS: I was in command of the crucifixion of Jesus. 
We led him to Golgotha. He carried the cross himself 
part of the way, but in his weakened condition, he 
couldn't manage it very well. We had to get someone 
to help him. 

MODERATOR: Weakened condition? Please explain 
that, sir. 

MARCUS: He had been treated roughly. He had been 
bound and dragged from one place to another. Then 
they questioned him for a lengthy period of time. He 
was beaten and whipped, too. One thing I can't un- 
derstand, though. 

MODERATOR: What was that? 

MARCUS: He didn't say anything, not one word. I 
wonder why he didn't try to defend himself at all. 
(Shakes head.) 1 couldn't understand it. 

MODERATOR: What happened on Golgotha? 

MARCUS: My men nailed him onto that cross. That’s 
what happened. (Pauses.) Some of the soldiers cast 
lots for the clothes Jesus wore, but not me. 

MODERATOR: Why did they cast lots? Surely his 
clothes couldn't have been very valuable. 

MARCUS: The men were bored, I guess. We were 
there for quite a long time. Two other criminals were 
crucified, also. We were there to keep order, and we 
had to stay there until all of them were dead. I didn’t 
like the whole business, but as I said before, I was a 
soldier obeying orders. 

MODERATOR: Sir, where were the followers of Jesus 
at this time? 

MARCUS: I didn’t see many of them. John was there 
and the mother of Jesus and a few others. They were 
all crying and sobbing. It wasn’t very pleasant, I can 
tell you that! 

MODERATOR: No, I suppose it wasn’t. Did Jesus say 
anything after he was placed on the cross? 

MARCUS: Oh, he said things you might expect—‘I 
thirst” and that kind of thing. He asked why his father 
had forsaken him. I think he must have been delirious 
because of the pain he was suffering. 
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MODERATOR: He said nothing important then? 

MARCUS (irritably): I didn’t say that. He said a couple 
of things that I felt were significant. 

MODERATOR: For instance? 

MARCUS: He said, “Father, forgive them for they know 
not what they do.” I thought that was highly unusual. 
Who on earth was he talking to? 

MODERATOR: Maybe no one—on earth. Some people 
said he was the Son of God! 

MARCUS: I didn’t believe that, though I had heard it 
earlier. 

MODERATOR: What else did Jesus say? 

MARCUS: First I have to go back a little bit. Remember 
I mentioned that there were two other criminals cru- 
cified with Jesus? One of them tormented Jesus, say- 
ing that if he was Christ and King of the Jews, why 
didn’t he come down from the cross and save himself 
and them, too? The other criminal said that he should 
stop taunting Jesus. They were guilty and deserved 
the punishment they were getting, but Jesus was in- 
nocent. Then he turned and said, “Jesus, remember 
me when you come into your kingdom.” Jesus looked 
at him and said, “Truly, I say to you, today you will 
be with me in Paradise!” 

MODERATOR: That almost sounds as if Jesus were 
going to—to heaven! Was anything else said? 

MARCUS: Yes, one thing more. He cried out in a loud 
voice, “Father, into thy hands I commit my spirit,” 
and then he died. 

MODERATOR: That was the end of it? 

MARCUS: Oh! If it only had been! 

MODERATOR: Jesus was dead, wasn't he? 

MARCUS: Yes, but the instant he died, the ground 
shook and the rocks split. I knew then, without a 
doubt, that the man we crucified, the man we thought 
was a common criminal, was truly the Son of God! It 
was a terrible thing that we had done. 

MODERATOR: It was a terrifying experience, I am 
sure. Now, I thank you for coming here. 

MARCUS: But, I'm not finished! There’s more. The 
temple curtain was torn from top to bottom when 
Jesus died. I found out later that some tombs were 
opened and that the bodies of the saints were raised! 
After the resurrection of Jesus these saints went into 
the Holy City and were seen by many. 

MODERATOR: Wait a minute! You said, “After the 
resurrection of Jesus. . . .” If Jesus was resurrected 
from the dead, then that would seem to prove that he 
... he was... . (She rises from her seat and moves 
toward the centurion.) 

MARCUS: Yes, it does. It proves that he was what he 
had said he was, the Son of God, and no grave could 
hold him. He was alive, and will be alive forever in 
the hearts of his followers! 

MODERATOR (standing beside the centurion and turn- 
ing to the audience): Yes, he is alive, and may he live 
in our hearts forever. 


The Search 


The Son of the Widow of Nain 


by Irene B. Brand 


(A Drama) 


Characters: (listed in order of appearance) 
ASHER, son of the Widow of Nain 
JOANNA, neighbor of Asher and his mother 
LOIS, daughter of Jairus 
JOEL, rich young ruler 
LAZARUS, brother of Mary and Martha 
RACHEL, owner of donkey that Jesus rode into 
Jerusalem 
TABITHA, a servant in the home of the high priest 
JOSEPH OF ARIMATHEA, a member of the council 
JOSEPH’S SERVANT 
MARY MAGDALENE, a disciple of Jesus 
VOICE OF JESUS 


Character Descriptions: 

ASHER is a young man in his early to mid-twenties, his 
mother’s sole support, and in love with Joanna. 

JOANNA is a young woman in her late teens or early 
twenties, a neighbor to Asher and his mother, and in 
love with Asher. 

LOIS was brought back to life by Jesus, is a daughter of 
Jairus, and is about fourteen years old. 

JOEL is in his late twenties or early thirties, the young 
ruler who wanted to follow Jesus but was unable to 
give up his riches. 

LAZARUS, the brother of Mary and Martha, was raised 
from the dead by Jesus and is about eighteen years 
old. 

RACHEL is about twelve years old; it was her donkey 
that Jesus rode into Jerusalem. 

TABITHA is a young woman who serves as servant in 
the home of the high priest. 

JOSEPH OF ARIMATHEA, an older person, is a mem- 
ber of the council but also a disciple of Jesus. He 
claimed the body of Jesus and provided a tomb for 
burial. 

JOSEPH’S SERVANT is a young man who helped Jo- 
seph in the burial of Jesus. 

MARY MAGDALENE is a disciple of Jesus Christ, in 
her late twenties or early thirties. 

VOICE OF JESUS (only the voice is heard, either by 


tape or from offstage). 


Setting: The play takes place on the roadways of Pales- 
tine. The play begins a few months before the crucifix- 
ion. Although the play is imaginary, it will be helpful 
to read the accounts in the Gospels that include these 
characters: widow of Nain, Jairus’s daughter, rich young 
ruler, Joseph of Arimathea, Mary Magdalene. 
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Staging: The stage can be as simple or as elaborate as 
you desire. A background scene of rural Palestine 
would be helpful. Palm trees could be placed across 
the stage. Large rocks or stools covered with brown 
or gray cloth can be used for seating. Lights can be 
dimmed between scenes, which will eliminate the 
need for a curtain. 


Costumes: Costumes should reflect the characters; for 
example, Joel, the young ruler, would have more 
elaborate garments than Asher. Reference books and 
other resources should be used to help you get a 
picture of the kinds of clothing worn. To increase 
participation, have a different group of youth and 
adults working together on this aspect. 


Properties: Bundle of clothes and possessions for Asher, 
basket with figs for Joanna, flowers for Lois, rope for 
Rachel, a roll of clothes to resemble a body for Joseph 
and his servant, and a spotlight to represent the pres- 
ence of Jesus. 


Scene | 
(ASHER enters left, carrying a heavy bundle. He walks 
briskly, typifying a person with a mission. JOANNA 
enters right. She has a basket of figs.) 

JOANNA: Good morning, Asher, I heard that you were 
leaving Nain, and I brought some dried figs to sustain 
you on your journey. It’s too bad about the death of 
your mother. I was visiting in Capernaum when she 
died, or I would have come to mourn with you. 

ASHER: I appreciate your thoughtfulness. (He takes the 
basket and places it on the ground.) How thankful I 
am that I could be with my mother these last two 
years! I was her only child, and I shudder to think 
how terrible her last days would have been if I hadn't 
been here to provide for her. She died in peace with 
me by her side. 

JOANNA: But why have you sold your pottery business? 
And where are you going now? (She hesitates.) I had 
thought—had hoped—that when you no longer had 
the responsibility of your mother you might have time 
for me. 

ASHER (taking her hand): Joanna, please try to under- 
stand. You're important to me, and you always will 
be. For years I’ve intended to ask you to be my wife, 
but so many things have happened. My father died, 
leaving me to care for my mother. And it’s been 
difficult to keep the pottery shop running by myself. 
Then my own death—you know about that. When 
they were carrying me to the tomb, Jesus of Nazareth 
came by and brought me back to life. 


JOANNA: How could any of us ever forget that? I 
wanted to die, too, when they brought me word that 
youd been thrown from that wild donkey and had 
been killed. We were all so thankful that Jesus gave 
you life again. 

ASHER: The last two years I’ve stayed here in Nain 
caring for my mother, but that wasn’t what I wanted 
to do. I wanted to follow Jesus. I longed to serve him, 
but I couldn’t leave my mother. After all, Jesus had 
brought me to life again so that I could take care of 
her. 

JOANNA: It’s strange that Jesus hasn’t returned to Nain. 

ASHER: As far as I know, the day Jesus restored my life 
was the first and only time he came here. But though 
I've stayed here in Nain, I’ve wanted to be with him. 
Now I'm going to follow Jesus. 

JOANNA: You shouldn't have any trouble finding him. 
We seem to hear news about Jesus every day—of 
some mighty miracle he has performed. 

ASHER: Oh, I know! I’ve heard how he walked on the 
sea to meet the disciples. That was the night after 
he'd taken five loaves and two fish and fed more than 
five thousand people. I’ve heard how he’s healed the 
lame, the blind, and people with various diseases. 
And I’ve been missing all of that! (He starts toward 
the exit.) I must go, Joanna. I must find Jesus! 

JOANNA: Will you ever return to Nain, Asher? 

ASHER (moving rapidly): That depends upon Jesus. 
From now on, I’m going where he goes. (ASHER 
exits right. After watching him for a few moments, 
JOANNA picks up the basket of figs he forgot, bows 
her head, and exits left.) 

Scene 2 
(LOIS enters left and starts picking flowers along the 
roadside as ASHER enters right. He sits down on a 
stone, lays down his bundle, and removes his sandals.) 

LOIS: Good afternoon, sir. You seem very tired. You 
are welcome to stop at my father’s home (gestures off 
left) and rest awhile. 

ASHER (rubbing his tired feet): | might have time to 
stop for a bit of refreshment, but I’m on a very impor- 
tant mission, and I can’t delay. Who is your father? 

LOIS: I'm Lois, and my father is Jairus, ruler of the 
synagogue. 

ASHER (looks at her, perplexed for a moment; then he 
speaks excitedly): Oh, yes, 1 remember now. I’ve 
heard of you! 

LOIS (laughs in delight): I think everyone has heard of 
me. Since that day Jesus rescued me from death, 
there’s been a constant string of visitors along our 
dusty road. They come to peer at me, and then they 
rush off to find Jesus, so that he can do some miracle 
for them. Poor man! He must never have any rest. 

ASHER (puts on his sandals and stands): 'm searching 
for him too, and so I must be on my way. Do you 
know where Jesus is now? 

LOIS: A merchant who stopped to see my father a few 
days ago said that Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem. 
I suppose he intends to be there for the Passover. 
(ASHER lifts the heavy bundle to his back.) Aren't 
you going to stop by our house for something to eat 
and drink? And what is your name, sir? 

ASHER: I’m Asher, from the city of Nain. Thank you 
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for your offer of hospitalty, but I must hurry on. I 
want to find Jesus so that I can be a disciple. (Exits 
left.) 

LOIS (calls after him as he disappears from sight): Asher 
of Nain? Why I’ve heard of you, too! Father! Father! 
Wait until I tell you who was just here. (She rushes 


off left.) 


Scene 3 

ASHER: Excuse me, sir. May I help you? 

JOEL: No one can help me. Just a few days ago, I had 
to make the most difficult decision of my life, and 'm 
worried. I’m afraid I made the wrong choice. 

ASHER: Is it too late to change your mind? You're 
obviously a person of wealth. Can’t you do what you 
want to do? 

JOEL: No! My riches are the big problem. Do you know 
Jesus of Nazareth? 

ASHER: That’s who I'm looking for now. Have you seen 
him? Where is he? 

JOEL: He’s on the way to Jerusalem, and he passed by 
here a few days ago. 

ASHER: Then I must go! I want to find Jesus. 

JOEL: May I ask why you're searching for Jesus? 

ASHER (with joy showing on his face): 'm going to be 
a disciple! I've left everything I have, and I plan to 
serve Jesus the rest of my life. (A look of pain crosses 
JOEL’s face, and he starts to cry again.) Why, sir, 
what’s the matter? What did I say to upset you? 

JOEL: I wish I had the courage to do what you re doing. 
When Jesus passed my home, I ran out to meet him 
with the same eagerness you have. I'd heard of him 
for months. When I knew that he was coming our 
way, I was so excited. 

ASHER: What was he like? I've only seen him once, 
two years ago, but I wasn’t very alert at the time. I 
can only vaguely remember his face. 

JOEL: In appearance Jesus is no different from any 
other man. He was tired and dusty, and he seemed 
sad. I don’t know how to describe it, but he appeared 
burdened with many cares. I tried to impress him 
with my good works. I told him how I'd kept the 
commandments. I thought Jesus would praise me for 
my goodness, but he hardly paid any attention to my 
words. Instead Jesus gave me a piercing look and 
said, “If you want to please me, sell what you have, 
give the money to the poor, and then come and be 
my disciple.” 

ASHER (shocked): And you didn’t do it? 

JOEL (throws out his hands in despair): How could I? 
Do you know how much I own? All of these lands 
belong to me. (He gestures offstage.) Did you see that 
big mansion down the road? That’s mine, too. Jesus 
was asking too much. (He looks keenly at ASHER.) 
You said you left everything, but you're obviously a 
poor man. What did you have to leave? 

ASHER: My home, my pottery shop, and the woman I 
love. You're right; I am a poor man, but I left every- 
thing I had. (He starts offstage right.) I must go. I want 
to find Jesus. (JOEL watches his departure, then turns 
in the opposite direction, head bowed—his attitude a — 
sharp contrast to ASHER’s enthusiasm and commit- 
ment.) 


Scene 4 
(ASHER trudges wearily onstage, right. LAZARUS 
enters left.) ; 

LAZARUS: Greetings! You seem tired. Have you 
traveled a long way? 

ASHER (speaks in despair): I haven't traveled so many 
miles, but my fruitless search has made me weary. 

LAZARUS: And what is the object of your search? 

ASHER: For weeks now I’ve been trying to find Jesus 
of Nazareth, and it seems that I’m always just a day 
gr two late. When I arrive at a city, he’s already gone 
somewhere else. Have you seen Jesus here in 
Bethany? 

LAZARUS (hesitantly): And why are you looking for 
Jesus? 

ASHER: I want to be his follower. I sold my business 
and my home; I gave up everything to travel with 
Jesus, and I can’t find him. (His shoulders droop in 
dejection.) 

LAZARUS (smiling): Cheer up! Jesus left here just a few 
hours ago to go to Jerusalem. And if you want to stay 
at our home, you can see him this evening. He’s 
coming back to Bethany tonight. 

ASHER (excited again): Oh, I won't wait. Jerusalem is 
just a few miles from here. I’m about to see Jesus at 
last! (He moves to Lazarus and touches him on the 
shoulder.) What is your name? How well do you know 
Jesus? 

LAZARUS: My name is Lazarus. (He pauses and waits 
to see what effect his name will have on the other 
man. ASHER steps back in amazement.) 

ASHER: Then you're the one ?! 

LAZARUS: (nods his head): 'm the one he recently 
raised from the dead. 

ASHER: Then we may have more in common than you 
know. Have you heard about Jesus’ miracle in the 
town of Nain? How he brought life to a widow's son? 

LAZARUS (smiles): Are you ? (He hesitates.) 

ASHER: I’m that son! I’m the one Jesus restored to life 
almost two years ago. I haven't seen him since, and I 
have only a faint memory of him that day. Tell me, is 
all well with Jesus? 

LAZARUS (shakes his head, sadly): No, all of his friends 
are worried about him. Jesus has many enemies 
among the priests and rulers of our people. Since the 
miracle with me, they have been more determined 
than ever to get rid of him. When Jesus was here 
yesterday, he seemed very sad. He attended a dinner 
at our home last night. When my sister used some 
expensive perfume to soothe Jesus’ tired feet, one of 
the disciples criticized her action. But Jesus said, 
“Leave her alone. She has done this for my burial.” 
All of us believe that he knows something that we 
don’t. We tried to prevent him from going to Jeru- 
salem, but he was determined to go. 

ASHER: Then I must hurry on. If Jesus is in trouble, 
he may need all of the friends he can get. 

LAZARUS: I wanted to go, too, but my sisters made me 
stay at home. You see, the priests have also been 
plotting to kill me because when Jesus restored my 
life that led many people to believe that Jesus is the 
Son of God. (As ASHER moves left toward the exit, 

LAZARUS detains him.) Wait a minute, sir. (ASHER 

stops as LAZARUS continues hesitantly.) Tell me, did 
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you want to return from the dead? 

ASHER: Do you know your're the first person who has 
ever asked me that? (He shakes his head slowly.) No, 
no, I didn't. It was such a peaceful existence; and 
while I can’t describe my condition I can say that I 
was happy. 

LAZARUS: So was I, and I didn’t want to live on this 
earth again. But my sisters were so sad that I think 
Jesus performed the miracle because he felt sorry for 
them and also to show God’s power. I believe Jesus 
is the Messiah—the Chosen One of God, and a great 
many others believe when they see me alive again. 

ASHER: That’s what I thought, too. And when I no 
longer needed to provide for my mother, I started 
looking for Jesus. I’m willing to do anything he wants 
me to do. (He lifts his hand in farewell.) Good-bye, 
Lazarus. I'll see you the next time I pass through 
Bethany. 

LAZARUS: Come. I'll show you a shortcut through the 
hills. (They exit right.) 

Scene 5 
(ASHER enters right. He has blood on his face, his 
clothes are torn, and he no longer carries his bundle. 
RACHEL stands left, fear showing on her face as he 
staggers toward her. She holds a rope, to which a 
donkey supposedly is attached.) 

ASHER: Help me, little girl. Will you let me ride into 
the city on your donkey? Robbers attacked me, and 
I've been lying in a cave outside the city for several 
days, too weak to move. 

RACHEL: But this donkey hasn't been broken for rid- 
ing, sir. He might throw you off if you tried to ride 
him. 

ASHER (sinks to the ground): I just can’t walk anymore. 
Do you mean no one has ever ridden the donkey? 
RACHEL (hesitantly): Someone did ride him just a few 
days ago. (She pauses.) Have you ever heard of Jesus 

of Nazareth? 

ASHER (almost sobs): Have I heard of Jesus of 
Nazareth! For two years I’ve thought constantly of 
him, and for weeks I’ve been searching to find him. I 
was within a few minutes of seeing him when those 
robbers attacked me. 

RACHEL: That must have been the day his disciples 
borrowed our donkey so that Jesus could ride into 
town. You see, even though Ragu—that’s our donkey 
—had never been broken to riding, he didn’t protest 
at all when Jesus sat on his back. 

ASHER: What happened when Jesus rode into Jeru- 
salem? 

RACHEL: Crowds of people gathered around and 
shouted praises. It was such a grand procession that 
we all thought that our Redeemer had come at last. 
But it was not to be. 

ASHER: What do you mean? 

RACHEL: We heard that Jesus was arrested last night 
by his enemies and that he is being tried today. 

ASHER: Tried? For what? 

RACHEL: I’m not sure, but here comes my sister. She 
works at the house of the high priest, and she wit- 
nessed some of last night’s events. (TABITHA enters 
left.) Tabitha, tell this man what happened to Jesus 
last night. 


TABITHA: Why do you want to know? (Sarcastically), 
Are you one of his brave followers, too? 

ASHER: I want to be a disciple, but I have to find him 
first. 

TABITHA: If you're like the rest of his followers, you 
wont be much help to him. Do you know what they 
did when he was arrested? They ran away. Ran away, 
mind you, when their friend needed all the help he 
could get! And that Peter, the fisherman! He’s a great 
big man, but when I saw him watching what was 
going on and asked him if he was a follower of Jesus, 
he denied it. That was a lie, for when Jesus rode our 
donkey into town, I saw Peter in the crowd with the 
other disciples. (She looks critically at ASHER.) And 
from the looks of you, you won't be much braver than 
the rest of them. 

RACHEL (protesting): Tabitha, don’t be unkind. This 
man has been attacked and robbed. The thieves took 
everything he had. 

ASHER (wearily): That doesn’t matter anymore. Where 
is Jesus now? 

TABITHA: This morning the Roman soldiers took him 
outside the city. I understand that they intended to 
crucify him. 

ASHER (jumps to his feet, his wounds forgotten): 
Crucify him! I must hurry to help him. (To Rachel.) 
let me ride on the donkey. Ill risk being thrown off 
if I can go to Jesus. (All three exit left.) 


Scene 6 
(ASHER hurries onstage left, but stops when he sees 
JOSEPH OF ARIMATHEA, and JOSEPH’s servant, 
entering right. They are carrying a body, wrapped in 
white cloths.) 

ASHER: Sir, where is Golgotha Hill? That's where 
they ve taken Jesus of Nazareth. I must find him. 

JOSEPH (places his hand on ASHER’s shoulder): 'm 
sorry, son, but youre too late. 

ASHER: Too late? What do you mean? 

JOSEPH: He died a few hours ago. We're taking his 
body for proper burial. 

ASHER (startled, ASHER looks at the body they are 
holding): You mean this is (He touches the body.) 
When I've found Jesus after my months of searching, 
is he really dead? Tell me it isn’t so, sir! I wanted so 
much to see him again. 

SERVANT: Master, it’s getting late, and we must com- 
plete this burial before the sabbath. 

JOSEPH: I'm sorry son. You had better go home now. 
(They exit left. ASHER covers his face with his hands. 
Soon LAZARUS enters left, and the two men fall into 
each other's arms, weeping.) 

LAZARUS: Then you've heard the sad news? 

ASHER: Yes, oh, yes. If Jesus could bring us back from 
the dead, why couldn't he save himself? 

LAZARUS: But remember we didn’t want to be brought 
to life again. Maybe he wanted to die. He was always 
talking about going to his heavenly Father. There is 
much that we don’t understand about this, Asher. 

ASHER: But what do I do now? I had placed all my 
future hopes on him, and he’s gone. I've nothing left. 

LAZARUS: Come home with me for the night. You 
need some rest before you make any plans. (They exit 


left .) 
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Scene 7 
(ASHER and LAZARUS enter left, as MARY MAG- 
DALENE enters right. She is running, but stops when 
she sees the two men.) 

MARY (excitedly): He’s alive! I've seen the Lord! Jesus 
is alive! 

LAZARUS: Are you sure? We heard in Bethany that the 
tomb was empty, and we came to see what happened. 
Are you sure? 

MARY: He’s alive, I tell you. I've seen him, and he 
talked to me. He arose from the dead! I'm going to 
share the news with his disciples. 

LAZARUS (to ASHER): Mary and Martha must be close 
behind us. I’m going to tell them the news. Are you 
coming with me? 

ASHER: Not yet. Who knows? Perhaps I'll still find the 
Lord. (MARY and LAZARUS exit left. ASHER con- 
tinues slowly toward the right. Suddenly a bright 
light shines offstage, and he drops to his knees and 
lifts his eyes toward the light.) 

VOICE OF JESUS: Asher? 

ASHER: Is it really you, Jesus? Have I found you at 
last? I thought you had been crucified. 

VOICE: I was crucified, but I have risen from the grave 
through the same power that brought you back to life. 

ASHER: Why did you Jet them kill you, Jesus? Couldn't 
you have saved yourself? 

VOICE: No. I came to die for the sins of the world, but 
I'm alive now. And because I am living, others will 
live with me. 

ASHER: I've been looking for you. May I go with you 
now? 

VOICE: No, not yet. Soon I am going to my heavenly 
Father. Someday you will join me, but not now. I 
have something for you to do here on earth first. 

ASHER (joyfully): Good! Where do you want me to go? 
What do you want me to do? 

VOICE: I want you to go home—back to Nain. 

ASHER (disappointed): | had something more impor- 
tant in mind, Jesus. 

VOICE: I need you in Nain. Live there among your 
neighbors and tell them about me—about what I did 
for you, how I was crucified, and that I rose from the 
dead. Teach them to believe in me. The whole world 
needs to hear, but I want you to start telling it at 
home. (The light fades as LAZARUS enters left.) 

ASHER (shouting): [ve seen Jesus, Lazarus. At last my 
search has ended. I saw my risen Lord. 

LAZARUS (running to ASHER): What did Jesus say? 

ASHER: He told me to go back to Nain and witness for 
him. I was disapponted, for I wanted to do great 
things for him. But if Jesus needs me there, I'll go 
home. I sold my pottery shop, and I lost everything 
I possessed to those robbers, but I have two strong 
arms, and I can make a living somehow. I’m going 
home today. 

LAZARUS: Good luck to you, Asher. I’ve yet to learn 
what work Jesus has for me to do. 

ASHER: I plan to marry Joanna now, Lazarus. If you 
ever pass through Nain, you'll be welcome at our 
house. I'm going home happy. I found my Lord. 
(ASHER and LAZARUS exit left.) 
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Speaking of Easter 


Ideas for exploring Easter Scripture texts with children 


through the use of choral speaking 


by Karen Hetrick 


It’s nearly Easter again. You know what the Sunday 
church school lesson will deal with without opening 
your book. But how do you make it more real than 
chocolate bunnies to nursery children who will hear 
about it for the first time? And how do you make a story 
that seems nearly as old as time fresh and new for the 
well-educated junior high student who can tell it as well 
as you? 

The Easter event is the cornerstone of our faith. Every 
teacher longs to present it to students in ways that will 
continue to impress them with wonder and encourage 
them to let it take deeper root in their lives. This year 
consider approaching the Easter Scriptures through the 
art of choral speaking. 


Choral speaking is defined by Webster's Dictionary as 
“ensemble speaking of poetry or prose by a group often 
using various voice combinations and contrasts.” It is a 
very versatile and flexible tool; depending on the size of 
the class, group parts can be read by individuals or vice 
versa. Male and female voices can be used for contrast, 
but having both is not necessary. All that is really 
needed is some material to read or speak and some 
voices to read or speak it. 

The following examples show how parts of the Easter 
Scriptures can be treated chorally, and ideas are given 
for you to apply to other passages for which there is not 
enough room to consider here. 


Young Children 

Choral speaking can be enjoyed by nonreaders of pre- 
school age. They are used to learning aurally and can 
be adept at echoing the words and sounds they hear. 

To begin, let the children hear the words and see the 
actions of the whole piece. Then break down the selec- 
tion phrase by phrase, having them repeat each one. 
Some selections will sound better with the “repeat” left 
in as part of the pattern. In other cases the children will 
eventually be able to say all the lines in order without 
hearing each one first. 

Here are four statements taken from the Easter narra- 
tives that summarize the resurrection in nursery-sized 
format. 

TEACHER: He is not here. 

CHILDREN: (repeat) 

TEACHER: He is risen. 

CHILDREN: (repeat) 

TEACHER: The Lord is risen indeed. 

CHILDREN (repeat) 

TEACHER: Peace. Peace. Peace. 

CHILDREN: (repeat) 

The teacher will lead in a strong voice that invites a 
response but might also plan on softening the voice and 
helping the children with their repeated part. Their 
response will be stronger if they are reassured with a 
voice they can “copy.” 


Actions added to words form a fingerplay that rein- 
forces learning. The actions match key words in this 
adaptation of Matthew 28:1-6.* Use line-by-line repeti- 
tion to practice; then try it as a whole, taking plenty of 
time for the children to work through each line. The line 
beginning “Suddenly” will be done faster for emphasis 
and contrast: 


Early Sunday morning (Rub eyes.) 

Two Marys went to the tomb. (Walk two fingers of 
each hand.) 

Suddenly there was an earthquake! (Stamp feet.) 

An angel of the Lord rolled away the stone. (Make 
rolling motion with hands.) 

The angel told the women, “Do not be afraid. (Shake 
head and finger.) 

“You are looking for Jesus who was crucified. (Shade 
eyes with hand; look around.) 

“He is not here. (Shake head.) 

“He has been raised just as he said.” (Raise hands 


about head.) 


Any Scripture that can be imagined visually can be 
formed into a fingerplay or action piece. Keep the selec- 
tion short and the actions simple. Don’t try to act out 
each word. One action per phrase is usually adequate. 


Elementary Children 


Elementary-age children can take phrases such as the 


58 


four statements about Easter that were used with young 
children, add a simple rhythm, and make them into a 
round. Here, each line has four beats. Try clapping four 
beats, saying the italicized words or syllables on the 
beats and fitting the others in between. (The Xs stand for 
a beat where nothing is spoken. You could mark each 
beat with a clap or finger snap.) 


“He is not here” X 
“He is ris- en. 
“The Lord is ris’n in- deed.” X 
“Peace. Peace. Peace.” X 


To do a round, have one person or group start with the 
first line. When Group 1 begins the second line, Group 
2 begins the first line “Row-Row-Row-Your-Boat” style: 


GROUP 1: 


(together) 
GROUP 1: 
GROUP 2: 


(together) 

GROUP 1: 
GROUP 2: 
GROUP 3: 


(together) 

GROUP lL: 
GROUP 2: 
GROUP 3: 
GROUP 4: 


He is not here. 


He is risen. 
He is not here. 


The Lord is risen indeed. 
He is risen. 
He is not here. 


Peace. Peace. Peace. 
The Lord is risen indeed. 
He is risen. 

He is not here. 


Group 1 would begin again while the other groups 
finish, in turn, before beginning the second round them- 
selves. 


Younger children can also participate in choral speak- 
ing by repeating a group refrain after solo passages are 
read by a teacher or a student reader. Practice the group 
response, and agree on a signal for repeating it each 
time, such as a pointed finger, a look from the solo 
reader, or a piece of colored paper held up at the right 
time. In this example, Scriptures that tell of Jesus’ pre- 
dictions of his own death and resurrection during his 
ministry (from Matthew 17:22-23, 16:21; Mark 10:32-34; 
John 10:17, 2:19) are read by the soloist. After each 
passage the group response is: “He is risen, as he said!” 


SOLO: When the disciples all came together in Galilee, 
Jesus said to them, “The Son of Man is about to be 
handed over to men who will kill him; but three days 
later he will be raised to life.” 

ALL: He is risen, as he said! 


*All Scripture passages are taken from the Good News Bible (Today’s 
English Version). 


SOLO: From that time on Jesus began to say plainly to 
his disciples, “I must go to Jerusalem and suffer much 
from the elders, the chief priests, and the teachers of 
the Law. I will be put to death, but three days later 
[awvill be raised to life.” 

ALL: He is risen, as he said! 

SOLO: Once again Jesus took the twelve disciples aside 
and spoke of the things that were going to happen to 
him. “Listen,” he told them, “we are going up to 
Jerusalem where the Son of Man will be handed over 
to the chief priests and teachers of the Law. They will 
condemn him to death and then hand him over to the 
Gentiles, who will make fun of him, spit on him, whip 
ee and kill him; but three days later he will rise to 
ife. 

ALL: He is risen, as he said! 

SOLO: “God loves me. I am willing to give up my life, 
in order that I may receive it back again.” 

ALL: He is risen, as he said! 

SOLO: Jesus answered, “Tear down this Temple, and in 
three days I will build it again.” 

ALL: He is risen, as he said! 


This same response or a different one, such as “Christ 
is risen, alleluia!” could be interspersed into one of the 
resurrection accounts, contrasting the fear and unbelief 
of the people at the tomb with our joy as modern-day 
believers. 


Unison Reading 

A form of choral speaking easy to understand, but not 
necessarily easy to perform, is the unison reading. A 
unison reading is spoken from memory or read together 
by the group as one voice. It is important not to go too 
fast. We are not talking or reading to give information 
only; we are creating an auditory sculpture with spoken 
words. As in any instance involving reading aloud, it is 
helpful to have the participants quickly skim the mate- 
rial, noting the natural pauses of a finished thought or 
of punctuation, rather than stopping at the end of each 
line. Review words that may trip up young readers, 
such as “Magdalene,” “Emmaus,” “Salome,” and “Rab- 
boni.” Passages read in unison by children are usually 
better if they are kept short. A portion to try would be 
John 20:19-23, in which Jesus appears to the disciples in 
a locked room. 

Whatever the passage, the interest can be heightened 
by changing the volume, the mood, and the intensity, 
taking cues from the Scripture itself. 

An easy choral technique to use with children who 
can read is to relate a passage in alternating groups. The 
children could be shown or could look up the passage in 
their Bibles so that they know where it is, but for prac- 
tice and performance purposes it would be preferable to 
have the passage printed on pages and divided into two 
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parts. (Three or more parts could be used if a passage 
splits more effectively that way.) 

Luke 24:1-12 divides well into two sections with one 
group beginning a thought and the other one finishing 
it. In some instances the second group will echo a word 
or phrase for emphasis before the thought is finished. 
This selection would be visually simplified for the reader 
if the two sections can be printed side by side in columns 
and staggered to show clearly which group reads next. 


GROUP 1: Very early on Sunday morning the women 
went to the tomb, , 

GROUP 2: carrying the spices they had prepared. 

GROUP 1: They found the stone rolled away from the 
entrance to the tomb, so they went in; 


GROUP 2: but they did not find the body of the Lord 
Jesus. 

GROUP 1: They stood there puzzled about this, 

GROUP 2: puzzled 

GROUP 1: when suddenly 

GROUP 2: suddenly! 

GROUP 1: two men in bright shining clothes 

GROUP 2: shining 

GROUP 1: stood by them. Full of fear, 

GROUP 2: fearful 

GROUP 1: the women bowed down to the ground, as 


the men said to them, 

GROUP 2: “Why are you looking among the dead for 
one who is alive? 

GROUP 1: “He is not here; 

GROUP 2: “he has been raised. 

GROUP 1: “Remember what he said to you while in 
Galilee?” 

GROUP 2: Remember? 

GROUP 1: “‘The Son of Man must be handed over to 
sinful men, be crucified, 

GROUP 2: crucified! 

GROUP 1: and three days later rise to life.’” 

GROUP 2: Arise! 

GROUP 1: Then the women remembered his words, 

GROUP 2: returned from the tomb, 

GROUP 1: and told all these things to the eleven disci- 
ples and all the rest. 

GROUP 2: The women were Mary Magdalene, Joanna, 
and Mary the mother of James. 

GROUP 1: They and the other women with them told 
these things to the apostles. 

GROUP 2: But the apostles thought that what the 
women said was nonsense, 

GROUP 1: nonsense! 

GROUP 2: and they did not believe them. 

GROUP 1: But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; 

GROUP 2: he bent down and saw the grave cloths 

GROUP 1: but nothing else. 

GROUP 2: Then he went back home amazed 


GROUP 1: amazed! 
GROUP 2: at what had happened. 


Scripture that contains narration and monologue or 
dialogue lends itself to use by a solo reader with multiple 
groups. John 20:11-18 is such a passage. The soloist will 
read the narration, a boys’ group will read the words of 
the angels and of Jesus, and a girls’ group will read the 
part of Mary. 

SOLO: Mary stood crying outside the tomb. While she 
was crying, she bent over and looked in the tomb and 
saw two angels there dressed in white, sitting where 
the body of Jesus had been, one at the head and the 
other at the feet. 

BOYS: “Woman, why are you crying?” they asked her. 

GIRLS: She answered, “They have taken my Lord away, 
and I do not know where they have put him!” 

SOLO: Then she turned around and saw Jesus standing 
there; but she did not know that it was Jesus. 

BOYS: “Woman, why are you crying?” they asked her. 
“Who is it that you are looking for?” 

SOLO: She thought he was the gardener, so she said to 
him, 

GIRLS: “If you took him away, sir, tell me where you 
have put him, and I will go and get him.” 

BOYS: Jesus said to her, “Mary!” 

SOLO: She turned toward him and said in Hebrew, 

GIRLS: “Rabboni!” 

SOLO: (This means “Teacher. ”) 

BOYS: “Do not hold on to me,” Jesus told her, “because 
I have not yet gone back up to the Father. But go to 
my brothers and tell them that I am returning to him 
who is my Father and their Father, my God and their 
God.” 

SOLO: So Mary Magdalene went and told the disciples 
that she had seen the Lord and related to them what 
he had told her. 


Using Several Solos 

Some Scripture passages will involve many characters. 
Or the plot may be quite complicated physically or emo- 
tionally. Choral speaking with multiple solos and groups 
will help such a passage come across quite effectively. 
Mark 16:1,3-8 can be read by numerous students to 
create interest and build the dynamics of this very famil- 
iar Easter story. 


VOICE 1: After the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, 

VOICES 1 and 2: Mary the mother of James, 

VOICES 1, 2, and 3: and Salome bought spices to go 
and anoint the body of Jesus. 

VOICE 4: On the way they said to one another, 

VOICES 1, 2, and 3: “Who will roll away the stone for 
us from the entrance to the tomb?” 

VOICE 5: (It was a very large stone.) 

VOICES 1, 2, and 3: Then they looked up and saw that 
the stone had already been rolled back. So they en- 
tered the tomb, where they saw a young man sitting 
at the right, wearing a white robe—and they were 
alarmed. 

VOICE 6: “Don't be alarmed,” he said. “I know you are 
looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He 
is not here—he has been raised! Look, here is the 
place where he was placed. Now go and give this 
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message to the disciples, including Peter: “He is going 
to Galilee ahead of you; there you will see him, just 
as he told you.’” 

VOICES 1, 2, and 3: So they went out and ran from the 
tomb, distressed and terrified. They said nothing to 
anyone, because they were afraid. 


The effectiveness of choral speaking is improved when 
the physical placement of persons or groups can help 
suggest the setting. No movement from place to place 
is involved, but a sense of scene can be created as a 
backdrop for the reading. If two groups are alternating, 
they should be placed to show a definite division be- 
tween them. The soloist will stand a little apart from the 
larger group. In the reading from Mark 16 the scene at 
the tomb could be suggested with the voices portraying 
the three women placed together, voices four and five 
to the side ready to comment, and the sixth voice placed 
a bit higher as on the tombstone, perhaps on a step stool 
or sturdy chair. 

In any Scripture passage, no matter what form of 
choral speaking is applied, voices are the instruments, 
or tools, that create the effect. Stumbling through a 
passage in a flat, droning voice will soon have speakers 
and listeners squirming, dozing, or wishing for the final 
bell. A few precautions will protect the experience from 
being a disaster that the teacher will regret and will help 
make it so gratifying that it has the students saying, 
“Let’s do it again.” 


Precautions 

First, go over the words. Know them. Practice the 
hard words a few times by themselves. Make sure 
everyone knows the meaning of all the words. A word 
doesn't have to be long and strange-looking for its mean- 
ing to elude a student. Remind the speed readers in the 
group that this is one time when no one is racing. Give 
the speakers hints in working together vocally; encour- 
age them to match their voices with the speakers around 
them both in speed and in volume. A good gauge is, “If 
you can't hear yourself, you're too soft. If you can’t hear 
your neighbor, you're too loud.” 

Notice the spots where saying certain phrases louder 
or softer will add to their meaning; for example, “He is 
risen!” —loudly, or “Rabboni!”—softly and with wonder. 
Emphasize important words in the passage. Lean on 
them; take a little more time to get them across. You 
can have a lot of fun with shaping a passage by varying 
the pitch of the voice. The extremity of highest and 
lowest is seldom called for, but there are countless levels 
in between. Finding the right one can evoke a chill or 
tears. 

Some students may be self-conscious when first trying 
this type of exercise. Aside from becoming familiar with 
the selection, it may help for them to be reminded to 
try to forget they are in their classroom and to picture 
the scene where the narrative takes place. Have them 
envision who is in the story and what they are thinking 
and feeling. 

As Christ came alive to the women and the other 
disciples, the resurrection can come alive for Sunday 
church school students who are hearing the story for the 
first time, or the tenth, through the medium of choral 
speaking. 


An Interview with Easter Bunny 


by Scott Hawkins 


INTERVIEWER: We are very pleased today for the 
special opportunity to talk with Mr. E.B. 

E.B.: Good morning everyone and to you, 
(interviewer's name). I am pleased to be here. 

INTER.: You are probably very busy this time of year. 
How did you manage to find time to be here? 

E.B.: No problem. Ever since the Christmas rush died 
down, I've been working overtime each week. So, I 
have been able to get ahead with orders on hard- 
boiled eggs. In fact, my helpers have already started 
to color the eggs. 

INTER.: Coloring eggs? 

E.B.: Yes, Why, at this rate we will finish well before 
Easter. Then we'll all have time to have our tails 
fluffed and our whiskers trimmed in time for the Eas- 
ter parade. 

INTER.: Oh, . . . well, we hoped to ask you about all 
this Easter stuff you are busy with. Just what... ? 

E.B.: Easter? Fine. Ask me anything you would like. 

INTER.: Yes, well. . . just what got you into this Easter 
egg business? 

E.B.: Me? Well, I simply got into the business because 
my father owned it and wanted me to take over. His 
father had run the show before him, and my great- 
grandfather had inherited the works from his father, 
and he... . 

INTER.: Very interesting, I’m sure. But just what do 
eggs—colored eggs, in fact—have to do with Easter? 
E.B.: What? Well, can you imagine Easter without Eas- 

ter eggs? 

INTER.: Well, yes, I... . 

E.B.: That would make no sense at all. Like Christmas 
without . . . well, without Santa Claus! How absurd! 

INTER.: Perhaps you think so. But do you know how 
Easter began? Do you know anything about the first 
Easter? 

E.B.: Well, of course, I do. That’s when a couple of 
ladies named Mary were so excited about the begin- 
ning of spring that they planned a party. They got this 
great idea for an egg hunt, and (INTERVIEWER be- 
gins shaking head.) one thing led to another and 
today. . . . That’s not how it started? 
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INTER.: No, not at all. You were right about two ladies 
by the name of Mary being there in the beginning. 
But Easter is much bigger than a little garden party. 
It’s all about life and death! 

E.B. (gasping): It is? Oh, I don't like scary things! 

INTER.: Neither do I. Neither did Jesus. 

E.B.: Who's Jesus? 

INTER.: Jesus. Jesus Christ. He’s the one for whom we 
celebrate Easter. 

E.B.: He is? Did he color Easter eggs? 

INTER.: No, no. Nothing like that. Jesus had been 
buried—quite dead, you understand. Then on the 
first Easter Day he came alive again! 

E.B.: How did he do that? Sounds like science fiction 
to me. 

INTER.: Oh, it’s very true. The God who made the 
whole universe worked a special mix of love and 
power—and God's great power brought Jesus to life 
again. 

E.B.: To live again? 

INTER.: Yup. To live forever. Three women were the 
first ones to see him on that first Easter morning. Two 
of them were named Mary and, wow, were they im- 
pressed... ! 

E.B. (interrupting, with eyes bugging out): Yeah, well 
I could have... . 

INTER. (continuing): And they told everybody. Some 
people wrote it all down so there wouldn't be anything 
missing. And here we are today, reading about it 
(holds up open Bible) and celebrating Jesus’ victory 
over death. (E.B. nodding in awe and astonishment.) 

INTER.: I don’t know how eggs got into the celebration. 
Do you see the connection? 

E.B.: Not really. Sounds like 'm working overtime for 
the wrong reason. Why, instead of spending all that 
time on hard-boiled eggs . . . (goes off muttering to 
himself) 1 should be spreading the word about this 
Jesus and then... . 

INTER. (looking after E.B. and smiling): Maybe so, 
E.B. Maybe so. 


The People’s Court 


The State Against the Followers 
Of Jesus Christy tuciateconey 


Time: Some time after Jesus ascension 


Place: A courtroom in Jerusalem (with the audience as 
the jury) 


COURT OFFICER: All rise. The Honorable 
presiding. Court is now in session. 

JUDGE: This court is convened to hear the case of the 
state against the followers of Jesus Christ. We are 
here to decide the truth of whether or not this man, 
this carpenter from Nazareth who claimed to be the 
Son of God, did actually rise from the dead, or 
whether it was made to appear that he came back, 
thus giving his followers a cause. You, the jury, will 
be called upon to decide. 

PROSECUTOR: Your honor, with the help of witnesses, 
we will prove, beyond a shadow of a doubt, that the 
man Jesus was only a man, and no more. Will Darius, 
a soldier at the cross, come forward. 

OFFICER: Do you promise to tell the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

DARIUS: I do. 

PROSECUTOR: Will you please tell us what happened 
on that Friday. 

DARIUS: There were three of them on crosses, one of 
them this Jesus. I was there the whole time—three 
hours. 

PROSECUTOR: Was this Jesus really dead? 

DARIUS: Well, he looked dead, but it was so dark for 
the middle of the day, and there was so much noise 
and commotion, we just wanted to get it over. 

PROSECUTOR: So, is it possible that with all the con- 
fusion, he could have still been alive? 

DARIUS: It’s possible. 

JUDGE: Counsel, do you want to question this witness? 

COUNSEL: Can you explain the darkness in the middle 
of the day? What caused it? Was it God’s power at 
work? 

PROSECUTOR: Objection. Counsel is leading the wit- 
ness. 

JUDGE: Objection sustained. 

DARIUS: I don't know! It was scary! 

PROSECUTOR: Thank you. Will the next witness, Mar- 
cus the Centurion, please come to the stand? 

OFFICER: Do you promise to tell the truth, the whole 
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truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

MARCUS: I do. 

PROSECUTOR: Marcus, you were in charge of the 
executions. Would you tell us about that day. Was 
Jesus really dead, or could he have escaped death? 

MARCUS: He was definitely dead. In fact, he died 
sooner than we expected. We didn’t have to break his 
legs to hurry it up. 

PROSECUTOR: And what about the body? 

MARCUS: It was claimed by friends. Joseph of Arima- 
thea took it to a private burial place. 

JUDGE: Counsel, any questions? 

COUNSEL: Was this Jesus guilty? Did he deserve to 
die this way? 

MARCUS: I don't know. To me he seemed innocent. 

PROSECUTOR: Objection. Counsel is asking an opin- 
ion of the witness. 

JUDGE: Objection sustained. 

PROSECUTOR: Thank you. Next witness. Will Antonio 
the guard please take the stand? 

OFFICER: Do you promise to tell the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

ANTONIO: I do. 

PROSECUTOR: Antonio, you were the guard on duty 
at the tomb where this Jesus was buried. What pre- 
cautions were taken to make sure the body was not 
stolen? 

ANTONIO: Not many, actually. We were supposed to 
seal the tomb with extra-heavy cords and cement, but 
it was a hurry-up job. The stone wasn’t much. 

PROSECUTOR: Was the body stolen? 

ANTONIO: Yes, that’s what happened. Some of his 
friends came in the night and must have taken it while 
we slept, even though we only dropped off for a min- 
ute or two. 

PROSECUTOR: Thank you. Your witness. 

COUNSEL: Yes, tell me, did you actually see the body 
stolen? 

ANTONIO: Well, no, but I'm sure that’s what happened. 

COUNSEL: Weren't you told to say this and to spread 
the rumor that Jesus’ body was stolen? Wasn't it 
Caiaphas and the elders themselves who told you to 
say this? 

PROSECUTOR: Objection. Counsel is leading the wit- 
ness. 


JUDGE: Objection sustained. 

PROSECUTOR: For the state’s final witness, I call Ben- 
jamin, an elder in the temple. 

OFFICER: Do you promise to tell the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

BENJAMIN: I do. 

PROSECUTOR: Benjamin, please tell the court what 
happened to the body of this Jesus of Nazareth. 

BENJAMIN: The whole thing was a big mistake. Jesus 
was a troublemaker. He had a fair trial and was put 
to death as he should have been. Unfortunately, he 
told friends that this would happen—that he would 
come back from the dead—so they naturally had to 
make it look that way. They took his body and hid 
it—I don’t know where—they re making a mountain 
out of a molehill. 

PROSECUTOR: Thank you. Your witness. 

COUNSEL: Sir, is this the story you told the guards to 
tell? 

PROSECUTOR: Objection! Counsel is asking the wit- 
ness to incriminate himelf. 

JUDGE: Sustained! There being no further witnesses 
for the prosecution, call the witness for the defense. 

COUNSEL: I call Mary Magdalene, one of the women 
who discovered the empty tomb. 

OFFICER: Do you promise to tell the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

MARY: I do. 

COUNSEL: Would you please tell the court your story? 

MARY: Sir, we went to our Lord’s grave early Sunday 
morning to anoint his body and found the stone rolled 
away and the tomb empty. We were so amazed we 
didn’t know what to do. But the angel, or whoever 
it was, said, “He is not here! He is risen!” We just 
couldn’t believe it. We were afraid, and we ran to find 
Peter and John. 

COUNSEL: But did you actually see Jesus, or just the 
empty tomb? 

MARY: After Peter and John had seen the empty tomb 
and gone away, I stayed. There was someone in the 
cemetery, but I was weeping so much I couldn't see. 
I thought it was a gardener, but then when he spoke 
my name, I knew it was Jesus. 

JUDGE: Questions for this witness? 

PROSECUTOR: You have said yourself, you were 
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weeping so much you couldn't see right. Perhaps you 
didn't see right. Perhaps it wasn’t Jesus at all, but 
merely a gardener. 

MARY: No, I knew it was Jesus when he spoke my 
name. 

COUNSEL: The defense calls Peter, a disciple of Jesus. 
OFFICER: Do you promise to tell the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

PETER: I do. 

COUNSEL: You have been a friend of Jesus for about 
three years now. Tell us what you know about his 
death and afterwards. 

PETER: Some friend I am! Three times when he needed 
me the most, I pretended not to know him. But some- 
how he has forgiven me. 

COUNSEL: What happened when Mary came with her 
news? 

PETER: Well, at first I didn’t believe her. You know 
how emotional women can be. I really felt Jesus had 
let us all down. But when I went to see for myself, I 
found that Mary and the others were right. He wasn't 
there. He had indeed arisen. Later that same day he 
came to me and told me he loved me and forgave me. 

COUNSEL: Have you seen him more than one time? 

PETER: Oh, yes. He came while we were having supper 
together, and again when some of us were fishing up 
on Lake Galilee. Someone standing on the shore 
called us and told us to cast our nets on the other side. 
Right away I knew it was Jesus. I was so thrilled that 
I jumped in and swam to shore to meet him. He asked 
me over and over again if I loved him, as if he were 
teasing me, and I told him I did. He told me to “feed 
his lambs,” which I think means to care for others as 
he would. 

COUNSEL: Was that the last time you saw him? 

PETER: No, one last time was after he'd been with us 
for about forty days. He took us up to the Mount of 
Olives and gave us his final instructions. He said he 
would send someone in his place called the Holy 
Spirit who would give us power to tell all these won- 
derful things here in Jerusalem and in Judea and 
Samaria and to the ends of the earth. Then he was 
gone! 

JUDGE: Questions for this witness? 

PROSECUTOR: None, your honor. 


COUNSEL: Next witness is Cleophas, a friend of Jesus. 
OFFICER: Do you promise to tell the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

CLEOPHAS: I do. 

COUNSEL: Cleophas, tell us about your experience 
with Jesus. 

CLEOPHAS: Luke and I were traveling from Jerusalem 
to Emmaus on that same day that Mary and the others 
found the empty tomb. We were talking about all that 
had happened the last few days. Suddenly this 
stranger was walking along with us. He just joined us 
out of nowhere. It seemed he hadn't heard about any 
of the events, so we were telling him. Then he started 
telling us about how it was prophesied in the Scrip- 
tures that all these things would happen. And when 
we invited him to stay with us that evening, and he 
sat at table with us, it was then that our eyes were 
opened, and we knew it was the risen Lord. 

COUNSEL: Thank you. Your witness. 

JUDGE: Questions for this witness? 

PROSECUTOR: Humph. Some ghost story! 

COUNSEL: Objection. 

JUDGE: Objection sustained. Strike that remark from 
the record. 

COUNSEL: The next witness is Thomas, one of the 
remaining eleven. 

OFFICER: Do you promise to tell the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

THOMAS: I do. 

COUNSEL: Thomas, tell us your experience with Jesus 
since his death. 

THOMAS: I, like Peter, have much to be ashamed of, 
but Jesus has forgiven me. The others were in Jeru- 
salem having supper together when Jesus suddenly 
appeared, and talked and ate with them. Afterward, 
they told me about it, but I didn’t believe them. I said 
I wouldn't believe unless I saw him with my own 
eyes. Well, about a week later, we were all together, 
and the same thing happened. Only this time Jesus 
spoke directly to me and showed me the scars in his 
hands and feet where the nails pierced, and he told 
me to touch the wound in his side so that I could 
believe. You can imagine how I felt, to think that I 
could have doubted him. He was no ghost! He ate and 
drank with us and had real wounds from them trying to 
kill him, but I tell you—He lives! Today and always! 

PROSECUTOR: Another crazy person heard from. No 
questions. 
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COUNSEL: Thank you, Thomas. 

JUDGE: Will the defense continue. 

COUNSEL: Yes, your honor. As you can see, we have 
no shortage of people who will put their lives in 
danger to tell what they have seen. Counsel calls 
upon James, the brother of Jesus. 

OFFICER: Do you promise to tell the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

JAMES: I do. 

COUNSEL: James, weren't you formerly opposed to 
Jesus? 

JAMES: Yes, I was. It was not easy being a brother to 
someone who claimed he was the Son of God. Mostly 
I tried to ignore him, but the more popular he be- 
came, the more uncomfortable I got. I just told 
everyone he was crazy and misled. 

COUNSEL: Do you still believe this? 

JAMES: No. It was when he was dying on the cross that 
I knew he was truly God’s Son. Then, afterwards, he 
came to me and told me I had a job to do, right here 
in Jerusalem. I’ve been helping to organize groups of 
Jesus’ followers. The other day he appeared to more 
than five hundred of us gathered together. 

PROSECUTOR: Oh, no! Your honor, must we listen to 
all five hundred! 

JUDGE: Counsel, how many more witnesses do you 
have at this time? 

COUNSEL: Your honor, I could give you many more 
witnesses, but in the interest of time, I will give 
summation: The evidence of these reliable witnesses, 
and those whom you haven't heard, overwhelmingly 
proves that Jesus was dead and did rise again, and is 
alive today! I rest my case. 

JUDGE: Prosecutor, may I have your final words? 

PROSECUTOR: Your honor, and members of the court. 
We have here a case of whom do you believe, a bunch 
of hysterical women and crazy radicals or good solid 
citizens and pillars of the state? If you cast your votes 
on the side of the solid citizens, that this Jesus was 
only a misguided man, then you have done your duty, 
but if you vote on the side of the misled followers of 
this Jesus, who knows what you have let loose in the 
world! I rest my case. 

JUDGE: Ladies and gentlemen of the jury, it is up to 
you to decide. Which do you choose? 
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